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1969-70 Lindcm-Jood II freshmen cl ass. More .... il l Lc sai d throughout t he 

report about this di sparity between academic ability and per fo r mance. 

\<4ly They Came: Insti t utional I t!lB.ge - Causc .E!. Effect ? 

We know that the publi c reasons people gt ve fo r Clllk in8 choices do not 
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uways bear a direct r el ati onship t o their pri vat e decl sion-maklng processes. 

Neverthel ess, the Lindenwood II students did have an opportunity t o r ecord 

their reactions t o a seri es of twenty-f our possi bl e reasons that may have 

influenced their decisi on to enroll 1n Lindenwood II. For the hi ghest 

percentage of Li ndenwood II students , the reasons that most i nfluenced 

them tended to clust er around the notion of " coll ege as an intell ectual 

process. II The men said they enroll ed to discover mor e about certain 

fie.lds of knowl edge, and they came with seri ous int ell ectual curiositi es 

the.y felt only Li ndenwood II could satisfy. I t i s significant t o not e, 

however , that l ess then half of t h(;: f reshmen sai d t hey chose Li ndenwood II 

because they enj oyed st udyine or wanted to continue academic work . This 

l oeoed to sugKcst the pr esence of a strong intell ectual dr i ve t hat was 

not then accompanied by an equally strong commit ment t o the Br ound rules 

that are required i n the fo roal l earning experi ence. I t also hel ps t o 

explain the di sparity between their high intell ectual abilit y and r ather 

mediocre high school per for mance. 

While the mal e student s have r epeat edl y st at ed that they came t o 

Lindenwood It because of the di stinctive f eatures i n our academic progr am 

(fl exibility. el ecti ve syst em, independent study, interdi sciplin ary 

coursework, the January Tero, the 4-1-4) , �~�y� own j udgment is that many 
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were also lured he re to participat e 1n the cr eation of 8 new social or ganiza­

tion end t o ac t out their value pre f erences and personal objectives . 

The opportunity for pe rsonal creativity, and t he el bow rO OQ to exploi t 

it yere seen 88 di s tinguishing f eatures of Lindenwood II. For better 

or for worse, correctly or incorrectly, many young cen t cnded to view 

the new college as "s pretty free and swinging pl ace ," one tha t set few 

limitations on thei r per sonal freedom . 

It 1s poss i b l e t o substantiate this notion if ooe moment arily assumes 

that a s tudent probably comes to a gi ven college because h e t ends to see 

that college 1n the image of his own values, preferences t ond pe r sonal 

ooject1vcs. Using this r easoning , the political prefer ences of Lindenwood 

freshmen , for example. would sugges t tha t Lindenwood is a very "liber al" 

pl~ce . On this value. t he Lind~nwood II freshmen gr eatly exceeded bot h 

the freshmen of Lindenwood College for Wooen and the n ational norm for 

college ma l e fre shmen. Lindenwood II students sta t ed they felt the Federal 

Government should ,play a great e r r ol e in tleve lopins t ax incentives t o 

control the birth r a t e, provide compens ato ry educa tion for the disadvantaged, 

cont r ol fircer os, e liminate pove rty , and desegregat e schools. They also 

felt the army shoul d be volunta ry , thet marijuana should be l egalized, 

that divorce l aws should be liber alized, tha t abortion should be legalized, 

and that capital punishment shoul d be abolished . One de t ects by a.lmos t 

any standard, then, thet the typical member of the 1969 LindenwooJ II 

frcshcan class r egarded h ims elf as being socially end political ly liberal. 

Since Lintlenwood II had no history before this year, can it be assumed 

th at these students saw Lindenwood II as II socially end politically liber al 

place? Experien ces during the year seeID to indi cate this \lSS true. 
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Significantly more than the national college norm fo r college mel es, Linden­

wood II fL'cohncn o l ao cKp r eaocJ th~ pre f e rence t o lnflu.;!nc ~ the political 

structure , t o influence social values , t o protest U. S. military policy , 

and to prot es t r acia l snd ethnic policy. This would SUBccst that t he 

average memb e r of the freshman class saw himself a s being prone t o a ct ive 

involvement and, hence , t hat he also t enc!ed to see Lindenwood II S8 a 

place wher e a kind o f meaningful progr run of s ocia l action could be deve l oped . 

Continuing with t hi s same lina of r essoning, we c an assume tha t the 

average freshman pr obab ly saw Llnl!enwood II as 8 p l ace tha t pr ovided 

~y degrees of personal i ndependence but whe r e peopl e wer e t ol er ant of 

each other . For example, more tha n the na tiona l male fres hman no rm, t he 

Lindenwood II freshman t ended t o place a hi gh va lue on the opportunity 

to devel op e philosophy o f li fe , t o help othe r s i n difficulty, to h ave 

friends diffe r ent f r oD themselves , but no t t o be obligat ed t o ot he r people . 

Finally, the ave r age Lindenwo od II fr eshman saw himself as be ing very 

creative and expres s i ve . He sew Lindenwo od II as a pla ce to achieve i n 

a perfort:Jing art , to crea t e works o f a rt , and to write ori gina l works . 

It is har d t o esc ape the conclusion , then, that the Lim!enuood Colleec II 

freahcan undoub t edly had a pa rticula r i mege o f t he college when he 

arrived in the f all : He s aw Lindenwood II t o b e socially and politica lly 

liberal, as a pla ce t o fos t e r progr ans o f socia l action , as an environmen t 

where he could exe rcis e personal independence but find and r es pect differ ent 

kinds of people , and as a pIece ",her o he could be creative and expre s s i ve . 

It would be inte r esting t o discove r whe the r his acting out of these values 

actuelly gave Lindenwood 11 the i mage he s aw it t o have . 



Academic Ability and Inter ests 

The Lindenwood Colleges usc two conventional measur es to OSSGSS a hi gh 

school s enio r 's apt itude for college work. While other more subjective 

and, perhaps , meaningful criteria arc also used 1n caking individual 

admissions dec i s i ons , Scholastic Aptitude Test scores are a good general 

indicator of the kind of student verbal and mathematical ab ility that 
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18 required for college work. A more accurate predictor of an applicant's 

cheneGa for success and Dtnying power 1n college, however, is his past 

record of achievement . which is most comttDnly and efficiently measured 

by his secondary school rank 1n class. 

The proftle of the 1969 freshman class of Lindenwood II yielded a very 

unusual end 80cewhat dis turbing r cl etionship between these two conventional 

ccesures. Freshmen men gene rally wer e fcund t o possess 8 hi gher than 

average verba l and mathematical aptitude for coll ege work (V • 561 ; M · 566), 

and, in this r egar d, they gr eatly exccc~ed the freshman class averages 

of Lindenwood College for Women (V • 496; M· 478). That the Lindenwood II 

freshmen wer e a capable group , then, was never in ques tion. Wh at aroused 

our concern 1s that they generally exhibited a r ather low r ankins in their 

high school gr aduating class, and this measure ought t o have correlated 

highly with their mor e than ave r age l eve l of verba l and mathematical ability. 

M compered to Lindenwood women freshmen, who stood significantly higher 

in class r ank, less than half of the Lindenwood II freshmen ach i eved 

well enough in hi gh school t o place in the upper half of their r especti ve 

graduatin8 cloas . From this information, 1t seemed r easonab l e t o conclude 

that we hed recruited a class of ve ry capab l e young men who had yet t o 

es t ab lish themselves as beins motivated end cOtm:litted t o the formal l earning 



process . Lat e r in tho interim r eport, dat a will be offe r ed t o show how 

true: t h i s ac tually was but how decideC!ly it could b e changed . 
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In l ooking forwar d t o next fall, we are pleased t o di scover that those 

calc s tudents who have been admitted and have at this time indicated thay 

will j oin our freshman class appear to support an entirely diffe r ent kind 

of profil e than the 1969 frcahoen. No t onl y do they s t and higher in 

terms o f aver age ve rbal and mathctlatlcal ability (V • 588; M • 582), 

thei r na rkedly highe r secondary school class r ank s uggests a much s tronger 

drive for per sonal achievement. One-third of these s tuden t s have ranked 

1n the upper t en percent , al DOs t fif t y per cent have ranke~ in the t op 

quarter, and al mos t three- fourths of next ycar ls frcshcen will have been 

graduat ed in the t op half of their high school class. If our r epor ts 

about prospective new s tudents continue this way ove r t he summer, we 

can be oost conf i dent about next year -- especially if this progr ess can 

b~ attributed t o the kind of institutional i mage we have tried t o proj ect. 

For many years, Lindenwood College fo r Women attrac t ed s tudents who were 

l arge ly interested in the disciplines of the humanities . It has onl y 

been during the l as t decade -- and r eally the l est four or five years 

thet we have expanded our curricular offerings t o include, indepth, caj ar 

social sci ence and natural science disciplines. However, the magnetic 

tra.dition of Lindenwood's commit ment t o the hUl!lanities had a st r onger 

pull i n attracting students t o Lindenwood II than di d ei t her the social 

sciences or t he natural s ciences. Appr oxtmat ely 44% of our r eturning 

calc s tudents have t ent etively chos en t o maj or i n the Humanities Di vis i on, 
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with our new interdisciplinary Comcunica tion Arts Center serving 88 t he 

area of concentration that has attracted tho sr~atest mal e s tuuent int er est 

(20% of the s tudent body). Approximat ely 28% of all r eturning men have 

08dc a t entative decision t o major in the Social Science Division. and 

our Department of Politica l Science soems t o be dr ewinG the most sizeabl e 

interas t from the s tudent body (18%) . Finally, about 20% of the r eturning 

Lindenwood II students have mede a tent ative decision to maj or in the 

Natural Science DiVis ion. Our newly conceived and reor ganized Center 

for t he Undergraduat e Study of Mathematics is r esponsible for attracting 

the highes t percentage of the QSlc students (Ill ) t o the ns tural sciences. 

Because college freshaen typically change their academic inte res t s sever al 

tices before settling on a divisional oajor and an acadccic di scipline, 

little real confidence would normally be placed in the t entative inte r es t s 

expressed by new students prior to the end of the f all t ero. Of those 

young men who will j oin the freshman class of 1970. however. it would 

seem that the saec divis i ons nne the same three areas of concentration 

(Col!llluniceti on Arts, Political SCience, !>la thematics) will continue t o 

draw about the same proportion of s tudent interes t as they di d from the 

1969 student s. 

Academc Perforoance During the 1969-70 Year 

Given the r ather l ow l evel of motivation for formal l earning that was 

sugges t ed by their secondary school claDS r anking, it was not surprioing 

that cany s tudents in the 1969 freshoan class go t off to a vcry s l ow and, 

for O8ny, very painful start in their academic program. Essentially, 

DOst of the freshmen lackc~ adequate s tudy skills, but at bottoo ceny 

elso lacked a history of self-discipline that oekes excellent academe 

performance poss ibl e. . 
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ineir inheren t abilities, their keen end prob ing inte r es t s, t hei r r ar e 

ins i ghts in t o signif i cant i deas and pr oblecs, and their penchant fo r active 

involvcQent 1n vit al social i ssuas we re all cl early visible during the 

fall t erm. But somehow they could not hitch these ana lytic and creative 

talent s t o the fo r mal classrooQ experience . An anxious climat e of discontent 

crept into the fa ll t orm: Procr as tination in compl eting course ass i snoenta, 

a brilliantly deceptive progr am of individual excuses f or al most eve rything, 

and excessive cl ass abs ences 1n the name of "1ndependcne' and "infor mal" 

learning we r e mo r c the rule than the exception . It must al so be said 

that many f aculty members' high l evel of expectation f or end generous 

patience with the new mal e students had en inadvertent wny of accel e r ating 

these ch30tic t endencies. 

The ensuing panic that consumed many freshmen as f all t erm final exat:rl.nations 

approached exceede~ anything many of us had ever wi tnessed f rom college 

students. For many, this anxiety produced a kind of s incere desper ation 

that comea when people di scover t hey really do want something very much. 

The fact tha t r athe r significant numbers of freshmen fai led t o accomplish 

core t han a ve ry mediocre academi c r ecord during the f all t erm f ollowed 

theD home t o haunt t heir Christmas vaca tion. Of the 58 ful l-time freeheen 

who enrolled in the 1969 fa ll t ern , three wer e suspendeu and t en we re 

placed on academic probation. 

The j olt of the f all t erm was a sufficient s timulus t o mos t freshmen, 

and they r eturned searching for a diffe r ent kind of commitment. One 

student expressed it for many when he s ai d t o a member of the f aculty, 

lIyou guys shoot with real bullet s ." The J anuary t erm was exciting for both 


