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Fort Osage July 16, 1825 

Sir  

 The commissioners appointed by the president, to carry into effect a law of the last 

session of congress, for marking a road from the frontier of Missouri to the confines of New 

Mexico, & for treating with the intervening Indian Tribes have directed me, as their secretary, to 

inform you; that they expect communications from government to be forwarded to S. Louis, and 

most probably to your care, and they would take the liberty, (in case you should find any 

difficulty in procuring a suitable messenger) to mention William Becknal who lives at the Arrow 

Rock ferry, twelve miles from Franklin, as a suitable person for an express; his perfect 

knowledge of the country between this place and the Arkansas River, has induced the 

commissioners to enquire, if he would undertake it, which he has promised to do.  

 The importance of receiving the communications from government, before the 15th of 

September, as upon that depends the completion of the undertaking. Has induced the 

commissioners to trouble you on this subject.  

Respectfully,  

Yr obdt. Sert.  

Archibald Gamble. Secretary 
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