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Fort Ysage “arch 18%%, 1811
My dear 5ir,

Your ketter of the 5%, Ins%, by the hand of Mr, Hemp-
stead found me yesterday in the uvery aot o!f complying with its
contents by antioipation, thet is, { was just conoluding the Sale and
delivery of all your logs, Corn, fotatoes &c. to &r, Cottle and Nr,
Audrein- I was Strongly inpled to hasten the dlsposal of these things
by a variety of osuses- The Indians were assembled here in condider-
able numbers and Seemed more than usually inelined to be mischievous-
In Spite of my Hepeated efforts to prevent it, I Saw with Regret and
Mortifioation, that your propertiy was dally destroyed in the most
SBameful manner- Indeed there has been a most dreadful and affming
destruotion of Individual property herej and yours has Sustained its
full Share, as you will find from the enclosed papers which conteain a
full “tatement and “ettlement of your business here as far as 1 have
eny knowledge of it, and is the :uult of my Yery best endeavors to
turn your property here to the best account lor you .-

About a Month ago, * bargained with “r, “Yot.le to deliver him
your whole “tock of Hogs and 100 Busl®, of Corn for 3550 payabdle in
12 Months, and engaged that the number JHould be at least 180~ all
over that number were to be paid [ r in ad ition, at th: rate of
130 for £550 and all uader were to be deduoted at the Same “ate- Not
long before this arrangement wes msade, I had mysklf “een and counted
upwards of 150 and “ells assured me that there could be no doudt that
there would be more than 180 whken ell were colleoted- “ottle was
So Remarkably prudent that he would not agree to take the Hogs as they
Bun for 3180 which 1 pressed him to do, and he was advised by others &
do 1t= Ho would have them delivered and exactly counted- for my own
part, 1 had not the Smallest doubt but there were at least 200 of
them- I im edistely employed "ells for a “onth ( I discharged him
from my Yervice early in “eWy, naving nothing for him to do) and Set



him to colleeting the Hogs- In the meantime the Indians arrived,

and neoessarily HRequired mll my time end attention, and of course
proved a “erious detriment to Wells in his pursult of the Fogs- I
Several times ~ent out parties of young I1hdisns to essist Wells,

and went out with them onece or twice myself- After a gonstant and

I belisve a faithful “earch for near a month; will you believe 1t?
only 96 Hogs ean be go% up, and no more are to be found (“ave the
Skeletons and bones) exeept a “mall ge=ng of very wild ones that
earnot be ocaught, and whioh no one her will offer even one Uollar
fore I1f I hE@ not myself Rode all throuzh the country about hers I
oould not possibly belisve that in So Short a time, So many Hogs
oould havs been destroyed, but I really am compeled to Submit to the
$ruth however unpleasant, I will not attempt to investigate the
ocauses of this destruction, it lays at the doors of the wolves, the
Indien “ogs, the Indisns and the Soldiers, but they Shift 1t from one
to the other, snd all deny it except the Yolves and Dogs, who are

the most honorable of them all in this matter, and I Suspect the 1“&“
sulpable- As to the Corn, it has fallen Short of my estimute- a
great deal of it was fed away to your Hogs and a great deal of it was
latterly Stolen by Osagss, who broke the Vouses Hepeatedly ot

Night, “poiled the Loocks %c, and induced me to o;#& it all to “r.

Audrain at 75 ¢*®

. per Bul, “ather then k-ep it a troudle on my hunds
for the Indians to prey on- <*he Potatoes had not eseuped the indians
either, snd many of them were Aotten- The fulla, the Plow an? old
Oxoart heve Sold for their full value.

I hed borrowed 10 Busl®, of your Yorn (the Indians having Spoiled
the Lock of my :orn House So that I could not use it) which + have
given you “Yredit Cor at 75 c¥8. I cannot axsead- express to you how
mnch,?g;grinad and disappointed at the “esult of this business which
proniised So fairly Six Months ego, and which 1 So confidently hoped

and bolﬂ?nd waald in 12 Months net you = handsome profit but ‘time



and ohence hap-ensth to sll things and we must adl wonder if Spec-
ulations go backwards at thls “avage place, when we find it So
frequently the case among Civilized “hristiine, in & land of libderty
and Lawse

I have Sold off the “emnant of my Stock of “ogs for old iorses,
which of the two I thought would be the Safest and least troublesome-
In proportion to the number I have Sustalned about as great a loss
in the Hog way as you have, “nolosed + “end you in_n_y_“gm
being in full of the Aco®, between you (as Agent #ew of D¥, R,) and
myself as per “tatement herewith- When you h.v- examined and approved
of this anocount, you will be pleased to Cend me an aoquittance of
all Aco®®, in your hands between D¥, R, & I, thut is, 921°®, on &
Signed Acc®, up to 28%D Feb, last for $60 and price of a go' and Yalf
$30 which you know 4 gave you due bills for, and which you will find
oredited in the aco®. now Sent,

The Sum due from Mr, Rawlings to D', R, is about ¥30- I have
Requested him to write you on the Subjecte

Exouse heuste- I em Surrounded by Indiasns.
Yours truly
Ges e Sidley
Er, R, H, Prioce
3%, louts

Papers Sent Vizt.

hoat, “urunt R. H, Price with G. C. 3. up to thia day
Note lu. O, Audrain for eee -—— —— - £118.87

t' rl Cottle for ii 3 ——— - 303,33 1/3
Aoo’, ag¥. Audrain for 43’ orn at %1,
Acct, 3 disto for Sund®s = tﬂotnoa by Note)
Aost. ui ottle for a%. dittone
otes for 20 “ellaro.

5ant also by t & Bout a “mall ?ox of Ulass for !i. “rice-
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