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EJG.AGEMENT OF THE -'~IDS .MAY 12, 182 '7- WAGES C rr.r-r C '1) r::rus DJ. Y AT $20 P:b"R ~ONTH. , ______ :;;,_ 

We the undersigned having eng·ged ourselves on hire to the 
Comrnissioners appointed by the President of the United St a tes to "mark 
out a road from t he ~astern Frontier of Mi ssouri to t he conf ines of 
New Mex.i co" to accompany George C., Siol ey one of sa i d Commi ss i oners Oi:1 

an e:iq;iedi tion :from Ft . Osage t o t he . rkansas Ri var fo r t he purpose of 
oompleting said _,oa.d a s surve yed l [;..st f a.11 d o he r eby promise a.ni bi nd 
ourselves f irml y by t he se pre se nt to se r ve the sa i d Geor ge c . Sibley 
f a ithfully . i li~ent l y and t o the best of our skill and abil i tie s f or unct 
dur ing the t erm of t hree months or un t il by 11i m i schar ged-
We • ill p1·ompt l and str i c t l y obey the orders of se.i d Si bl ey and do a nd 
per f or m such s 0 vi cas s e m· y from t i me to t i me re _ui re of u s ; e i t her 
a cha i n barr ie rs , oaoppers , l abourers,, hunters , waggoners , sen t ine ls by 
day a n by nigh t a.nd su ch other s er vices a s the bu sine ss of the sa i d 
Sibl ey may requ i :ce at our hands-- Ve do mor e over promise and bind ourselves 
to t ake ood c · ·e of a ll such pr ope r ty &.s may put i n our char ge by sa id 
Si bley l>.n . gener l l y to l ook t o t he s c:1.f e ty nd preservc:l. tion of al l t he 
Public P·op er t y of t he ex e di tion--G. c. ~i lsy re serve s t o hi msel f the 
r i ght. (V1h ich r esorvu. r;i on v1e all expl i c i ty nde r s t a.nd) t o disch ... rge 
for t hwi t i1 ., any man he r eby en p l oyed f or li: ence of or r e fi.1sai t a per f orm 
hi s duty or f or d is r der l ~ or i mpr oper conduc t --G. c. Si bl ey engages f or 
hi mself &nd t he ot her c ommis s ioner s t o pay eac h of t he men hereby engaged 
a t t e rate of t wa nt y- dolla.r s par· calle ndar mont. f or faithfu l services 
f ro r, t he day the expedition s tar t s , till its re t urn t o Fort Os ~ e . provided 
e ch m n furnished l or the ·t r i p a good sa fe and suitab l e saddle. bridle 
an· s add l e bl anket- Each m· n i s to f i nd h i s ovm ri fl e nd hun t ing appar a tus-­
Sibley i s t o find arr.munit i on pr ov i sions, mul e s , t ents , c ooking utensils--
He only en age s to find suc h provi sions a s is usual on suc h trips. The 
men mus t find the i r own gr oc er i as--Si bley fi n medi cine- i ven unde r our 
hand s a t Fort Osage .in the :pr e sence of one another t he 12t h D y of May 1827 . 

L. ::.1 . 1:al er 
.A ndrew Ct rson 
Dn.v i , • :'.Jan on 
V.' illiblll Backste i n 
Chris topher Ritche s on 
Jacob Gregg . 
Br i en t Baxter 
rilliaJil '.ll Owan 

Ja.n, than C&nnon 
os,ph D. H.-.rdi n 

J me s Baxte r 
R. D. Colli'ns 
Ben,ja.min 1ajor--engaged t he 19t h t erm t o cor!]ne nca en t he 21s t May he t o 
find his own horse all t he r st same a s he 0th.En· han us. 
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