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MEMORANDUNM BOOK

DR, JOHN SIBIEY
HO. 1

Jany 1 - 1800

to

mo. 29' 1800

Diary
Vol. I.



In Wilmington Jany. 1lst 1800 = = - -~

Agreed with Dr. Cutlar to plant in Partnership with him the Plantation Called Spring
Garden on which said Cutlar lives, so much of it in Cotton as we might think expedient,
the Remainder in Corn, Rice, etc. except such part of it as Mrs. Jones might wish to
plant herselfe, Accordingly hired at vendue in Wilmington for one Year, of the Estate
of Anthony Toomer a fellow Kitte at $48.00, Woman Molly, of Mrs. Sevan)

Do lesse Do )
Do Black Do )All for $207.50
Do Harry Do )

Molly afterwards rehired to Schmock, 52 being the same we hired her for & Took his
Note which is in Dr. Cutlar'®s hand, also hired from Mrs. Jones, Negros old and young
Fanny's & Valentine, for $123.00. Then examined Spring Gardem & approved the Same,
Agreed with Dr. Cutlar that he shall be credited in Our Gemeral Acct. One hundred
Dollars for the use of the said plantatiomn. We while in Wilmington Agreed with
Henry Waters to hire of him Sundry Negroes Belonging to Miss Mosley on Rocky Point,
Breakfasted with him on the 4th, from His house went to Mosley Hall while there
concluded to Rent Mosley Hall Plantation and Ten Negroes belonging to Mrs. Mosley,
Making in all 27 - and are as follows (viz) -

Fern Fortimer Phebe
Sambo Diana Peggy
Zanga. Sylva Phillis
Job Flora Chloe
Cush Mary Hannah
Toney Inda Himber
Jo Little Doll Rachel
Isaac Frank Betsy
Jack Betty
Dick

Mrs. Mosley's 10 @ $50.00 - - - $500.00

her field - = = = = =« = = = = = 100.00

$600.00
Miss Mosley, 15 @ $40.00 - -~ = $600.00
2 (viz) Rachel & Betsy @ $25. = 50400

her part of the Plantation 2
estimated 200 acres, for - - - _300.00
$950,00

Nine Children Among them, (viz)
0f Sylva - - = 1) 6 of which are to have half allowance & 3 two quarts of corn a
Young Doll - - 4) weelk Each
Phebe = = = = 2)
Pegey = = = = 2)
We gave to Mimber - - = = Shoes

"

Hamnmah - - = = Cloathes
" Cush = = = = = Ditto
" Jack = = = = = Ditto
" Phebe - - - - Shoes
" Tmy - s wm . Do
" Dick = = = = = Do

which shoes & Cloathes were furnished by Dr. Cutlar, 2 More of them want Shoes &
Cloathes which Dre Cutlar will Likewise Get for them.

Also Hired of Pater Maxwell Negro women Rena for Spring Garden at $39. & Gave her
& Blanket got of C. A. Howard by I. Sibley for 2 dolls who Purchased in Wilmington
for use of both places,

4 bbl. Beef of C. D. Howard at $6)

2 Drawing Knives )

20 &ham Mplds )

1l doz. Gimbletts ) Amt. to $43.52

2 Agurs )

1 Bag to put Salt in)



of Thos. Anferson -
1 Hand Saw )
2 Spades )
2 Chizzells ) Amt. to $5.25
2 files )

of Fontain Co. -
Trace rope & leading lines - - $4.84

of We HcKinzie
24 HOBB = = = = = = - = == §16.00

of Isaac & Levy
13 Burnt Axes
2 Burnt Hoes & 2 prs. Iron) - § 6.00

$75.61
Amte Drits fOrward = — = = = = = - = - - - - = - - .- - $75.61
of W, Thurston
EPNEMI]l Bl s c v cc s T a T e e m e n e 2,00
aBag fOr DO = = = = = = = = = = - - - = .- - - .= o 50
Fern, Negro at Mosley Hall & Bushel COIR == = = = = = = = = = 4.00
Doe of Dick, Job & Toney, 6 Bushels = = = = = = = = = =« = = = 3.00
Doe Cupild, 4 BushelS = = = = = = = = @ = = = = = = = = = = = 2,00
Doe 01d Doll, 8 Bushels = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = « = = = 4425
Doe. Cash Gave Fern to Buy Coell = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 10.00

Dr. Cutlar Bot. of thch. Cutlar
6 BBla. Salted Pork @ $8.50 - - - - $51.00
4 Barrells of the Park to be used at Mosley Hall & 2 to be used
at Spring Garden, 2 Bbls. of the Beef to be Brought to Spring
Garden and 2 to be sent to Mosley Hall.

Agreed with Henry Waters for what Sheaf Rice is wanted @ 50 ets. the Hundred Weight.

Mr. William Cutlar will supply what may be wanted at Spring Garden to cut wp for
the Horses at the same rate.

Jarmary 12th left Spring Garden for Fayetteville, Stayed all FNight at John Anderson's
the Snow was a foot deep from Beaty's Faery on Blck. River to Bryants, 20 miles from
Fayette. Arrived home before Sunset from Anderson's Monday 13th.

16th.

Bargained with John Mercheson to g0 Down to Mosley Hall Plantation, his Victuals
and Washing to be found him, he carry with him his own Horse who is to Plow Con-
stantly and he is to do the Best he Can to promote the Business of the Plantation,
for his service and the use of his Horse he is to have at the rate of $160 a year.

It is intended to plant at Mosley Hall Plantation 200 Acres of Cottom & about 40 Acres
of Corn, 18 Acres of Rice. The Crop of both places to be equally Divided between
myself and Doctor Cutlar and all expenses equally Defrayed.
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A reflection
The uncertainty of this enterprise might prevent many whom the world calls
prudent from emgaging in it. It is true that no diligence can insure success,
Death may interrupt the Swiftest Career; but he who is cut off in the execution
of an Honest undertaking has at least the Honour of falling in his rank, he has
fought the Battle though he missed the Victory.

Febs 5, 1800
Je Marcheson Set off from Fayetteville for Mosley Hall with a Waggon, Three of
my Horses and one of his own who is to be used as the other, he is to be paid
for his own service & the use of his Horse $100 a year. He Took with him 21
dollars to be lay'd out in corm & forrage & for himself a pair of Blankets

a palr sheets, Bolster % Pillow & a Bed Ticking, an Iron Pott, & Coffese Pott,

1 Dish, 2 plates, Tin cups, & Bowlez, 6 Spoons, 6 Kni 8 & Porks, & Tin
Cannister of Sugar Qt. 6% , Ditto Ground Coffee, 4°, Chocolate, 1 Towell,

2 Cutting Boxes & one Knife, a Bag with 2 Bushels Meal in it forrage, rice, etc.
In the wagon I Sent for myself a Trurk, Containing a Bed & Beding, a Writing
Desk with Books in it, some Crockery, etce., & Green Chairs, a Cott frame,

the sacking for it in the Trunk or Desk, Some Knives, forks, Spoons, Dishes,
Plates, etc.

Febe 9' 1800

Doctor Cutlar - - = Dre

To ¥y Waggon the 3 Horses, 12 days
to Sampson for a Load of Corn, )

Bacon, Rice, etce, for your ) Dol1®
private use, John Mercheson with) 24
wagon )

March 28th 2 30th, 1800 :
Paid Mrs. Jones On Acct. Blacksmith work by Ben - - - - - 6 doll®

Dick for Corm = = = = = = = = = = = - - e - - - - - - - 3 -
0ld Prince D0s = = = = = = = = = = = —_— e = = - - - = £ =
FOrHAY = = = = = = = = ;e = = = o === = = - - —-==== n"25
FOr Bggs = = = = = = = = = = = = = ;e = == === - -— = - 2b
for 3 Bushl COrnl = = = = = = =« = = = - - - = - - - 2425
Dickk for Doe = = = = = = = = = = = - e . = - - 3.00
Sambo for Fodder = = -« = = = = = = = = = =« - - - - - 2400
Toney for COMM = = = = = = = = = =@ e = = - = = == - - = 375
for 7Bacon HAS = = = = = = = == = = = = = = = = = = = = 6,30
for Nales, Hook & bbls at Wilmington = = = = = =« = = = = = 2450
for Perriage — = = =« = = =« w0 = = = = = = - - - o Bb
James for Corm = = = = = = = - e == - = - - 10.00
Prince for Corn &£ Fodder - = -= = = = = = = = = «w = = = = = 2445
Do. Dick & Jack fOor COrll = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 3,00
Je Mercheson when he went to Wilmington - = - = = = - = = 15,15
An ax sent from Fayette = « = = = = =« = = =« = = = - = = = =1.25
$66 465
200 Bushels of Cotton Seed Cost when at Rocky Point 116 Dollars - - $116.00
Waggon = = = = = = = = = = = = @ = = = = = = = - ---—- - - - - = = 100,00
Cash Gave Mercheson when left Fayattev.‘..lle - - - - - - - = = 21,00
2 Cutting Boxes & 1 Knife - = = = = = - - - - - - - - - - - 3450
1l P. Rose Blanketts = - - = - - e e - = = e e = - = - = = 6400
1P, Sheets = = = = = = = = =« = = I o - A

Bolster & PlllowWw = = = = = = = m =@ = = = = = = = = = = = = = o = e S0



i

Bed TicKING = = = = = = = = & ;e o o = - ——— - - 4.00
IZ‘WPOtt- --------- R S AN e am s wm o R R Wm e e E Em e e 5.00
Coffee Pott,50 cts., 1 Dish 50 etse, plates 60 - - = -« - - = - - - 1.60
4 Tin Cups, 3 Bowles, 6 Spoons, 6 Enives & FOrits = = - -« = = = ~ = 3435
B gar, A D QOffoR » s e m mmm s s e s e a e m e wa D80
29 Chocolate, 50s = = = = =« == = = = = = = = b e - ol
Bag with 2 Bush'l. Meal - = - = = = i e - - i e . 2400
Rice, Provisions, €tce = = = = = = = = ;o o o e == - --- - R e 200

$272.75

Big Bay Mare -
Wataga Doe =
Pisher Do. -

Stalion = - =
Bay lare - - =
Gray = = = = =

Apr. 29 -
Paid W. Sevan
Job for Corn -

120)

0] ERDURPIR » =~ 5 s s, e o 1 SE0R00
50) |

140) i
100] o i ol v b OIS o i S0040D

40)

for Potato slips = - = = = = = $2.50
------------ w0 BulD

le€t Cash with Murcheson — = = = = = = = = - =52.00
Paid Doll for Corn = = = = = = = = = = = S L

Hay 15th -

8 Bushels Pease sent from Payetteville @ 75 cts. - $6.00
8 Bushels Rough Rice DOe = = = = = = = = = = - = « B4,00
60 Bushels Corn @ D0e = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 45,00

365% Bacon @ 10 cents - = = - = R e, W

36«50

11 Fluke Plows @ $2.85 = = = = = = = = = = = = = 24.75 .
Cash Sent Allan = = = = = = = = @ = = = = = = = = 8,00

Do. Gave McRae

s S s o e s R s e e e e s e . - 2050

5 Hinges © 80 cents = « = = = = = - = - - 4,00
2Clever 2 Ping = = = = « = = = = = = = = = = = = 1,00
202 Irom @ B Cents = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 1.60
12 Casls & Coopering © 80 cents = =« = -« -~ = = = = 9,60

1 Strong Box Lock, €tCe = = = = = = = -— - o= 2400
Cash to Ben Blcksmthe = = = = = - 1620
JOb fOor COTM = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 2,60
Ben for Smith Work = = = = = = - - - - - - - 6425
Nove 24the =

Cash Ce& Pe Potrall = = = = = = = = = = ¢ = = = = 420-59
Harris for Iron Work = = = = = = - 7,00
for 3 PUlleysS = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 1,12}
licRae for Provisions = = = = = = = - - - - - 1.25
23 ydse Cloth for Aprons = = = = = = = = = = = = = 690
1l Pe Jarge ShoeS = = = = = = = = = = @ = = = = = = 1,00
4 Sides Leather sent from Fayetteville - - = = - = 9.00
Paid R. Langdon'™s ACCLe = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 9.25
Paid Dudley & Doscy on AcCte = = = = = = = = = =« =18,00
Berkley & Gibbs for Iumber = = = = = = = = = = = - Db
lHank Thite = = = = = = = = = @ = = = = = = = = = . +2D
Dick for Corn bote of his Father in Summer - - - = 4,50
Peve for Making Shoeg — = = = = = = = = - === = = 3.00
Fm.etc. -------- - . - - - - - = = 1.00
for 0il & Twine, 0tCe = = = = = - - - - = 1,00
5 ylda. Cloth for Isgac & Thre = = = = = = = = = = = 2430

Pe Jo Stanley on AcCte = = = = = = = e, s e OB
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along one foot way the middle umpav'd, a Gutter between the foot way made by three
pieces of Timber, the top being even with the pavement is Usually Walked on. The
Levy 1s the Wall in the Evening if it 1s pleasant every body is seen Walklng on it
of all Ranks & Celorsz, joseliny One Another without distinetiom a nd One Scarsely
hears a word but French spoken. Few paris of the world Cau exhivit better looking
People of birth, Sexes or better dressed or a Greater Verlety of Complexiom. There
are s Nusber of what are called quadroons, many of them almost white and all free.
They are prohivited from intermarrying with whites & they will not marry mlattoes.
They prefer belng kept misstresses which is assigm'd as a reason for there being
such a nuwiber of Single Women in this Country.

2lst. Septe Disappointed in getting a passage up the River in a Barge that I ex-
pected, wrote & letter to Ur. K2r &., one to liv.Boyd at Natchez by a ls.Psitton,
who lives there, requested li.Ker to Send n2 a Horse to meet me at Pulnt Cupse.
Sat out te go to the Buyo, Sweerny with =, meet a furerak attended by 6 or 6
friars Habited, they appeered to have om & Dlsck Petticost like a woran, only
a 1little shorter, they hal shoes without Stockings, & White Mrock that came
about the Enee, & kini of hopd or Cap, & long Deard,their hair on the hesds
all cut off and hesads shaved, 4 or § Boye in the Same dresz, Cerrylng ar imaze &
Cress, & Person Carrying the Corps on xis head (twes & child) in a White Pox,
followed by the friendse They welked as fast as they could 2% singing at
Intervales, when they arrived al the place of Interment they had no grave
ready, two men came in with a spafe & Hoe, they took Cnarge of the Corps and
all the People roturned & left them to Bury it as they pleased, except One Friar
who Stayed to See it dene. Visited the Hespital, tls a Lerge 01d Bwilding in form
of an H, d4id not geo thrgagh it, walksd beat a Milo on the bank of the Canal that
leads from the Peck Streets of the Towm near the Hospital into the lake Peorchartrain,
which is Salt Water only 1} mile from the City smell Ccesting Vessels {rom Mobile
& Pensacols come up this woy, Boats come from thence tarough the Camal into the
Town, this Canal Receives all the Tater from the Town drain fram every Strest
Leading into it, the Levy prevemts any ccmmmicating with the Rivers The River
Water is used invariably for every purpcse, it is taken cut above the Towm &
brought in Caris to every House & Seold, vhen kept iu Jars & filtered it is Clsar,
Cocl & plessant as any Wator can be & no doubt vwholsome. lMany use it as it is
taken from the Rivery bui 1t is not Cool and hes a Mlikey sppearance. The Houses
are all Small 2 very deer, a House that in North Carolina might be bought for $100
would Sell Mere for $250. Tiere are but few carrisges & taose very heavy & coarse
with very mean Harness. Males 6 used in the Caris as well es Horses & Oxen, tho
les are likely and Sell very nigh $2.0r §300. Oxen are likewise Large in good
order & work well, are work'd by the Horns, the Yoke placed on thelr Hecks Just
back of the lcime and a Leather Strap round each Hoim & fastened to the Yoke.
The carts are very Heavy, wheales high without Iromn and the felley 6 or 8 inches
wide. The SDireets being unpav'd & the Strong Clayey ZSod would in Rainey Seasons
be impassavle were the cwners of Carts not odligeld (e use the Wide felly.
The ground loor of 211l the Houses are Occupled by Stores & Shops, the families
live on the Sscand Floor, the bask yavds and alloys ave all til'd with hard
square tile 6 1inches Sqguare. The Common drink is Red Fremch wine & waters
The Narkel was at this time but indifferemtly supported and Scwee Beans and
Radlshes arc the most thet is to be seen in pleniy. Eggs are plenty and the
Dish they Cgll Gumbs which is made prineipally of the Cchire into a Thick Xind of
Soop & Bat with Rice, it is the fcod of every Body for Zimmer & Supper, the Beef
is not poond, nor are the fowls, the fresh Pork is good but the Mutton excellent.
I saw no Bacon or but 1ittle Butter. The Bresd is excellent, amde of Flour from
Ohic, tho have heard much complaints of its scaring & being full of weavels.
In Vinter am inform'd the Merket is very differcnt, the Lerge Boats from
Kentucky, Illinois bring down allmest overy thinge I think a person might
make & fortune by & Vegeiable Garden to supply e maricet, the planters necor
the Town ave touo wealthy to attend t6.50 small matters, their Sugar Plentations
Occupy their aticntione Their Is but ome LRow of pluntalions con eack side the



. =9-
River for about 250 Miles. New Orleans { am informed is plentifully supplied with
Oysters in the Season of them from the Bays on Each side of the Town within 3
or 4 miles, said to be large and well flavour'd the price is fixed by Goverrment
at 4 vits or half a dollair & hundred Fiah are plentys

Thursday, 23rd Sept. Mu.Sweeny my Fellow FasSenger crd myself Walk'd as far as
the Bayo, as it is Called by the French, which is axn Arm of the Ses or Creek
that comes from Spiritu Santo Bay from the Tovn to the Bay is aboui Seven
Miles. The Buyo comes up within & Mile and an half ®ast of the Towne Small
Cozssting Vessels from Mobile & Pensacola come up here, I counted fiften 3ail
then laying in the Buyo of Small Skallops & Schoomers from the Buyo there is

a Canal dug up to the Back Street of the Town & a Bascn within 50 yards of the
Hospital, Boats & small Schooners come threugh the Canal, the street or Road
that leads from the Town to the Buyo 1s all the way Eullt on within 50 or 100
yards, several Handsome places with Crangs Groves % CGardons, the ground a

very strong Cley Soil swordsd over with Becutifull fine grass & clover; but has
been all dug up by inclent Irregulsr fortifications cond Ditches to drain the
Iots & Carry off the Watere I saw a 1ol oF about €6 or 8 Acres in Peauntifull
Meadow Crass as I ever Saw & People mowing & Making Haoy in it-at tho Buyo are
about 50 Heuses & some Appsarance of Dusiness. Sone Drick & Tile yavds,
Blaclsmiths, 6tCs, Over ¢he Buyo ic a well built Ballance draw Bridge 80 con-
strucéed that Two lica can Reiss 1t 1la half s dimate far a Vesael te Pass,
along upon the Buyo avove & Lelow where the Vesscls Loy ars soveral Centlemans
Country Seats as they Call them, they are Handsome placves and some of them
have large Clear' plantations joinlunge. The Water in the Buyo is on a Iovel
with the Sea, the tide Rises In it about a foot from the River to the Bayom is
a decent of Eight feat, all the Tater Irom the Strecets of the Town is Carried
into the Canal which commanlcaiss with the Buye, the Cround along the Buyo is
dryer than about the Towm as the Water more readily Ruus off, but there is no
spot more than five or six feel above the level of the Coze This Tnlet would
be much used as vessels would in an howr or two be at Sea but there is a Bar
ab the Entrance of the Bay from the Buyo cf only avout 7 feet Vater at high
Water and the Channel for same distance through the Bay is Narrow, so that
thers would be ro Saving & vessel that was caught there in a Storm - - In

this Bay are the srestest plenty of very large Oysters & here they get shells
for Lime. Those that I saw arc mostly small cockle siells. Oyoters & Shoals
are {09 as convenient tc the Town on the Wesi Side of the River as Arm of Woods
Pay comes within 2 miles of the Town - Woods Bay ‘hounds with the flrest fish &
Turtle, the water is smooth and a Bold Shere all round, guarded all round by the
Land, except at the Entrance - We were in it three dayse

24the Din'd with Mre Hewling, American, the Consul. He has lived in New Orleans
Thirteen years, he formerly practic'd Physic here but does not nows He appears

to be largely in the Merchantile way inm Copartnership with a Ip.Morgan. Jrs.
Hawling, a Phlladelphis lLedy, has no Childeen, is very affable % casy enclining,
{lixe Most of the Wew Orleans Ladies)s to be fate I Saw at W. Hewling's Madam
Quioso, Widow of the Ilate Governour & ner MHolher. They are firom FPhiladelphia tooe
Mrse. Hewling has Standing on the Mantle piece in her Hall & Class Globe open at
the top aboui the Capacity of two Gallons In which ehe has a pair of Golden Carp
that were a present from Trauce. They are sbout five inches long of a beautifull
golden colour, Redish fins & Beautifull form, perfecily Lame, put ones finger
into the top of the Glass they Rise & pluy round ite I saw in the Hewling: Carden
the Ramane, Lammon, Lime, Cocommat, Giunger, Pineapple and a variety of other
exoticks all growing, tne date from Zante and the Faisin Grape - - the date has
never bore any frult but the Crape full. A Boat Caxe down this movning from
Puyo Sarah or Sarah's Creek Loaded with Cotton. T apply'd to the Captain whose
Kame is Salvador, a Spaniard, who promised me & passags & sald he would he ready
in 3 or 4 days. He can Speak very litile Znglish being rais'd among the Prench.

I shall 20 in his Boat ¥rovided Capt. Mitcuels 'does nol arrive bofore ho is

ready. Mitcheli will go all the way to Haidhe«.
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Sunday, 20th Sept. Went to Church, stay'd Only during part of the first Mass,
parties were constantly caming in & going ont, The Organ played with Vecal Music,
the Airs ware Solemm bul had not a Varietv of Paris, there were ¥ or 4 Priests
in thei* places, one only Offlclated at a time, there were a muvber small Boys
attendiing in Clerical dressesc and jolning with Loud Voices In the performance.
The Church is a large Brick Building with Two Steeples, the entrance at One
end and the Priests were at the Other, mo Gaslaries. lofty Pitched & Arch's
supported by five Doric pillars on each Side done with White Stocke, about
the puipit on each Side are a Variety of Images, Pictures, etc. which lLook
firand & elegant---the floor of the Church is paved with smooth tile, the Msin
Isle is Broad 2 Spacious om fBach Side are long Seats Rais?d o little.

Tt is remarkablse that the River Miaslissippi Rises every Night sbont 2 foot and
falls again during the Day. This can be no effect of the Tide in the Ocean, it
being only Once in 24 Hourse I have not heard it sccovated for.

I saw 4% Wme Shabos?® & Gentleman call'™ Doctor Power. who is & comfidential
offlcer of the Spanisih Government, he was one of the Cormigsioners for Sottling
the line of the Usnited States, e nas just Retumned from Nexlico by lend, has
vean gone Sivteon Months, from here-ne narrowly escaptd with his 1ife, ro-
turning tho; an Indien trive who ave at War wiih the Sremisrds, the Indians
nave murdered a great wmany Spauisrdse

Sundays in New Orleans 1s distingmished from any other dey in the Week by the
Custome & other Public Offices being shut by the Wesroes 2 Slaves working or
playlng on that day,for themselvos., W the Mechaniclks Shops net pudblickly
open, but HMost of the Stores are open as Usual, particulerly till after
Dimmer, Amgerents are more conmon than on any other day, playing at Cards,
Billierds, Fusic, Dancing, etce without restriction, the ladies go to Church
& few minutes & Peovle um Sunday are generally better dressed.

An Armed Schooner with 35 len called a Privateer of Boles's woes lately ta'zcn

hy a Sypanish Armed Vessel near Pensacols & brought in here. The men ars all
in JYrons in a Dungeon, thiey wade no vesistance when they ware taken. Thers
is no Tews Paper Prianted here so that particulars are not publickly imowne

¥ondey, 27th Sept. Spent last Evening at iir. Morgan's, Evx."evline & Doctor
lood were thore, a variety of conversation passed. Veccine Poxz, mode of
prosarving Putter, Beel, et6. in Warm Climates. Bffect of Charcoal In
Correcting T1l qualities in Water & Removing Ramcidity in Buttor.

The Ivhebitants of the Hississippl are rmch less afflicted with Agme & Fever
then the Peonle of the United States lmmediatelr om the River. New Orleans
thought mors heelthy than Charleston, inferiority of the Water ome Cause of
it emmmme Jire Hewiing's Opinior upon the Diumal rise % fall of the River,
Owing te the difference of the Atmosphere in day & nicht.——Ilast Night (Sunday)
there was & Theatrécal exhibition, understood a full homse, the sgame lsat
Sunday NWight, best Houses Gemerslly Sunday Nights. Jast Thruraday Wight

a very sSudden Changs of Weather, Fridav Morning many vneonle had fires, =o
Cold the Mercury fvli from 86 to S0-—it Contimes Cool Time--Doctors Spencer
& Flood say a nurber Pecple complaining. A Post goes between  this place %
Fatcheg once in two weeks, the oxpemce defrayed by & avhaorintion of the
Averican Mercuonts, the Post goes glong the River in five days, distance
about S40 VMiles.



A Centleman vho hag samething to do with the Shiping of Sugar says there are below
Few Orleanms on the River fomrteen Sugar plantations and on the River above the Town
fitty eight, mXing 70 in the whole, end $hnt the gquantity mede wiil avernge 75,000
Wte to esch plantation, the whole amounting te 5400,000, upwards of five Thousand
Hogsheads e~-1his Sugur Cemerally Sells at §2 & nundred, which will Amte io

324,000 Dollarse It is only ive or Six years siace the Commencement of the

Suger planting, the guantity is vapldly Incressing, & good deal is refined &
distilled.

Thurgday, 28th Septe Din'd yesterday with Me.iorgan, no person but Doctur Flood
dintd there. HMra Hewling was oxpscted bat sent an apology. Meliorgsn is a
Thiladelpania Han, is & partner of Mre Howlings in Trade, is a Wildower, a Young
Lady his Niece 1s his Hoose Eceper. e kas & flpe little Boyy his som, sbout
Bizht Teasrs 01de.

A Very tall Iem in a Blue Frock & ¢ Larmge Cock'd Hat with a Plpe In it, he
woars one 8ide of his Jat hefors, hns 2 stouping seit, long vollowing whiskers,
on his checks,appesars t¢ be iturn'd of Torty & of rough manners--is often seen
in the Sireeis. 1 engnired of Ir. Howline who this men waa, he bold w& he was
Col, Pulton of the Fronch Army, Le came lately {fvom 3t Domingo, he talks of
his inlimacy with Bucneporie, of his eften fighting by him slde by side and
that he 1s sont here on confidertial business. Mre Bestin, 2 gentlewman from
Kentucky now hers inform'd me he knew him in Kentucky when Jenmet was giving
the Americans ccomaissions & Cols Clarvk of Eentucky was raising troeps to drive
the 3panish from the Wississippi, that he belileves this man was commissionsd as
a Major by Jemmet, that he mderstoed hs wes from Yorth Carclinms avd went to France
aftor thaet expediticon, was slop'd by the fovermament of the Urited States--he is
locked apen here &3 a spy by S0 pedplie

lirs Pestin has bdullt a Ship & a Schooner in Kentucky that will be Gowm here in
the Winter gs soon as the Vater rises. o says preparacions are meking for the
Bullding of 10 or 12 morec by different Peopie, cverything aboul them ls male In
Kentucky except the Sailse

Houce vent in Hew Orleauns is exceusiviy High, e Mre Ziog for o House used as a
Tevern Gives 1200 Dollare a Year, which I3 equal to five years Purchase, I believe
that is abouit the rate of rente In general unless 1% 1a very wvaluable & expensive
Houses or im obscure or disrepulable paris of the Lowne. Yhore are o maber of
Houses Muildlng tut not so many as night be sepos'd from the Ligh rentse Money
can better be employ’d in making Sogar, Bwa & In frawde, the prospect of o change
in Govermaeeut, this province being ceeclcd to the Frenan Another Cause.

Juat Baclk of Vew Orleans there ig & faw Hill werkld Ly twe oxen & two Hules, who
work 1t only by wallting on the slls of a Howrizontal wheel, One Bdgu or Side of
it ls elevaied ebout ten degrees, the Botiem ip Jloored all Hound tho Cattle are
Put on one Side so that they always appeer to be walking up Mill, sam sirips are
pin'd o wiwere the Catlls treed to provent thwir sliping, the ieads of the Cattle
are fived 40 e Plcoe lmnovable eo that they aslways appear Lo be walidng forward
but never sdvemce any, the welght o the Cattle on Uhe wheel coustantly steping
gives it motiom~to the wprighi shafl over the Badiks of e Cattle is a Log

wheel abont Ten feot diameter which tums a Horizonsal Shaft by & Drum Wheel.

Or. this Shaft is a large vhirl and & Dand of Raw Mide Six Inches Broad which
gooe round nother vwhirl omge quarior the ddameter, vpon a shaft ou the end of
which 18 the Crank--thie Cattle were laken 027 $o ve isd & another sol pul ou.

I velieve one On would Le sufficiasnt (0 workt a Cotton Mechine-—he Saw ¥ill I
would ifiiuk would not cut more tham 7 or & undved fect in & day, it didnot go so
fast as those saw mills I have seen at wawk ¢lal the worler seid would cut in Ten
Hours »—~1 am told there are & raumbor ¢f these Mills in (his coumtry for Ulining
Cotton, Griénding Cane & Deating Licoe.
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I went agein to see the above mention'd Saww Mill, the diameter of the large Wheel
that the Cattle are on 1s 34 feet, the log wheel 10 feet, the Arms of the wheels
are at right Angles with the Shafts so that the Shaft does not stand upright

but Leaning, the log wheel works as well as though it was Horizontal .-~There

is a heavy Iron Hoop about ten feet diameter in the center of which is the
Horizontal Shaft on which is the Band Whirl, these are 4 Iron Arms from the

Minor Edge of the Iron Hoop--which comnects it to the Band Cylinder, when the
machinery is once sat in motion the weight of this Irom hoop greatly facilitates
it. There is Flooring on the tread wheel about 4% feet next the Outer Edge,

on which the Cattle tread, from the Arm just within the floor'd part are strong
Hanging Braces from the Arms to the Main Shaft the upper ends of the Braces

are Inserted into the Shaft just below the Arms of the Log wheel--These Braces
keep the main wheel from Saging by the weight of the Cattle.  Round where the
Cattle Stand is a Stall boarded up on three sides to keep the Cattle in their
places, the Posts of the Stall are Hanging & uncommected with the wheel, which
turns round under the Stall while that is immovable, when the wheel stops it

mist be done gradually or it would through the Cattle down, this is done by a
large Leaver elevated about 45 degrees, the Lower Edge of it pressing against

$he out edge of the wheel by means of a pin about 2 feet from the Bottom forming
a Pivot, and the Leaver i1s only a Round pine pole sbout 10 feet Long--when the top
of the leaver 1s pulled sideways so that the Bottom of it presses hard against the
outer edge of the Wheel, gradually stoping it, the top is fastened or Belay'd by
a rope that is made fast to it & rommd a Pin in the Post--when the Machine is to
go again you Speak to the Cattle who begin again to step & at the Same time

Loose the Leaver and take hold of the Iron Hoop & pull it round & it begins to
move going faster & faster till it acquires its velocity, the Cattle walking

a quick step as though they were risging a moderate Hill. The man who tended

the Mill informed me he cut four Logs a day of about 12 feet Long & 14 Inches wide,
making 52 lines, which made by calculation 700 feet of Boards of an Inch thick.

After leaving the Mill Mr. White who went with me propos'd on our return to

Call in % see the Theatre, which I found a Long Narrow building, a long state
the Green Room back, a Long Pitt, but very little elevated, lower side Boxes

& Galleries, the upper ome for People of Colour who are never permitted to mix
with White People-~in front over the Back Pit Seats are two Boxes that will hold
about a dozen Bach-one is the Governmors, the other is always reserved for
American Centlemen Strangers. The Scenery is very ordinary & wants Variety,

the whole House is Roughly Built and now Looks Shabby, the Paper that once
covered the Rcough work is peel'd off in spots and very much defac'de. The

man who shew'd it say'd it cost about 8 years ago when it was built 9000 Dollars.
It was built by a Company Subscription.

Mre White then ook me to see a House a Mr. Moore was bullding. It is ¢ all
finished, it has been upwards of three years bullding it will take at least six
months yet to compleet it, it contains about fifty apartments & will cost vhen
finished eighty Thousand Dollars, the walls are Brick, the front highly orna-
mented, the passages are floored with Marble & the Back Saloon Marble Chimmey
Pleces, 2 flights of Mahogany Stalirs of four Stories each, the hand Rail round
the Stair Walls without a Break, the Roof of the Front is Slated, the Back
Wings are flat Roofed, a Balustrade all round, large Window,--The Carved work
of the Chimmey Pieces & Arching of the Windows and Sides is very Rich & Handé
some, the Cormishing Rich and Bold, and Handsomely painted--The house is, I
believe the Highest in the Town from. the Top of which is the most advantagious
view of the Town that can be had, the Greates! Fu_-_sr of the Houses Particularly
those Newly Built are flat Roofed, they first lay on Strong Beams, a little
sloping thin plank, then Plaister of lime, earth & Tar, then Brick Tile lay'd

in Lime, over all & Rough coat of Tar Lime & Oyster Shells that in length of time
become like Solid Rock & never leak a drop, a Balustrade round ornamented with
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Urns, Balls, etce. and the tops of the Houses are as thelr Back yards, the women
wesh, iron, sit to work & the Men walk on them & go from the top of ome
House to the top of another & visit their neighbours without having any
thing to do with the Streets below. Many have shrubs & flowers growing on
their houses—-no wood shingles are used, either cement, slate or Tile. Ilir.
Moores House when finlshed will undoubtedly be the Best in Town but a great
proportion of the buildings are very expenmsive, durable & handsome.

29the Din'd with Mr. Hewling the Consul by iInvitation yesterday, the Company
were Two Gentlemen, Mr. Morgan & Miss Copperthwait, a Beautifull young lady,
Born in Wew Orleans. After Dimmer before Tea walked about a Mile to see a Cotton
¥achine & Corm Mill that work'd by Horses Walking on the Wheel, the Principles
of the Mill Similar to the Saw Mill above described, the mode of packing
Cotton the Press, etc. altogether on a plan I never before have seen & the

two machines with 68 Saws Each work'd by the Same Wheel on a plan mmch
improved from any in Carolina---After staying an hour at the Mill Returmed

by where the Jesuits Us'd to live before their Societies were abolished,

the remainder of their buildings, their Orange Groves & Gardem are now exist-
ing though it is 40 years since they were sabolisheds

30the--llot with a Barge belonging to a Spanish Catoline by Name Salvadore of
Bayou Sarah, he promised me a passage next day, the Barge would start prepared,
accordingly Mr. Huling went with me to the Governor t¢ get a passport which

), obtained he gave me letters of introduction to Mr. Philip Hickey near Batton

Hayor‘mc'mge +*Major Stephen Minor, Gov. Sergeant, William Dunbar, Sig. near Natchez,

4

which I found very levisable. Mr. Hugh Young to whom the vessell was consigned
that Bro't me from Orleans also gave me a letter to Mr. David Bradford of Bayou
Sarah & Doctor Young of Polnt Cupee, Doctor Young's letter I had no opportunity
of delivering, but personally deliver'd Mr. Bradford's by whom I was hospitably
entertained for four or five days. The Barge Sat off about 2 o'clock P.l., my
baggage not on board, Got a Cart and pursued along the Levy 2 Leagues to Pacon Pt.
where Got on Board, the Wind fair, the Barge lended on the W. Side the River after
Sun dowm Six Leagues from Town, the Boatmen made their fire & I got a mulatto Boy
who spoke French & English to go with me to a French Gentleman's house near where
we Landed where I Asked to Stay all WNight, Ammounced my Name, profession & Country
An 01d Gentleman met me at the Steps, shook me by the Hand and Gave me a hearty
welcome & enviied me to Sit down in the Gallery where were twe Men Sitting with
him who. I after found to be Americans from New York who were doing some Mill &
Machine work for hime The 01d Gentleman spoke no English, his mame was DePann,
appeared to be very Rich from the mmber of Servants, furniture, Plate & build-
ingas, he had-soon after I sat down I had lay'd my hat oz & Table the 0ld lMan
brought my hat & put it on my head and told me in French that the dew was un-
wholesome and then retired into his Room~soon after the Bell rang I asked what
twas for & was told twas for prayers, I proposed to attend but was told was for
the plantation Negroes & none attended that did not choose it but it was a family
regulation that was never dispenced withs. The 0ld Gentleman did not appear again
t11l Supper was announc'd in the Creat Halle I then discovered that he had on my
accte. been dressing himselfe. The Table was elegantly sat, and a variety of
Dishes of Meat, Sassages, Hashes, Stews, Sallads, Vegetables & with Handsome
plate, Silver forks, Speoons, etcs a Variety of Wines, but none but Claret was
toucheds The old Gentleman placed me next himself, a Clean Napkin to every
plate, he politely helped all at Table and Envited every ome to drink, setting:
the example himselfe----During Supper and for an hour after he Conversed freely
on Medicine & the Small Pox which had been thro his family, it getting Late with-
drew as I afterwards discovered to Examine if my Room was ready, and & sewvvant
was dirécted to show me the Room which I found in the neatest Order, a Clean
Handkerchief for my head, wine & water. On the Toilet a Guglet Bason & Towell

on & stand with Powder, Combs, Pomatum, etc. and some Books. As I intended to
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start by day light for fear the Barge would wait for me I went lmmediately to

bed soon after the 0ld Man came to my door and asked me, couchee Monsieur (are
you in bed, Sir). I answered him in the affirmative, he then told me Bon Repose.
I saw no more of hime I have related this night's entertalument more par-
ticularly for it 1s an almost exact specimen of what I experienced every

night I was on my way up the River for ten or twelve Nights, Among those
Hospitable and friendly People, 1t would have been an unpardonable cffence

to have offered pay at any place I stayed ate I was down to where the Barge
Camped bvefore Day light, but it was gone. I then proceeded on along the Levy

as fast as I could walk, Houses all along like a villiage, Sugar & Cotton planta-
tions alternately, Houses like palaces & plantations like pleasure Gardens.

The morning was cool and the walking pleasant, but I saw nothing of the Barge -
the wind was fair & they Salled faster than I Walked. I stopped about Nine
C'Clock at & Sugar planters who immediately ordered me breakfast of Coffee,

egEs, etce, after which walked on agalin, but was overtaken by one of the
Mechanicks I saw at Mr. DeBann's the Night vefore on a Horse, he propos'd

that I take his horse for a few Miles, I did so, the Barge still out of Sight,

he kept me om his horse till we were twenty Miles from Mrs DePonn's, stoped

at a House, drank some Punch, he went on & left me, in the Cool of the Evening,
after Dimmer, I walked on again, passed a Church, a Clump of Houses Near it,
Passed a Gentleman's House who was sitting with his wife & Children under the
ghade of some Orange trees in his Court Yard, I stoped, he spoke to me in English
asked me to rest myselfe. I Sat Down, he Ordered some Wine & Water and invited
me to stay all night, being very tired for I Wever had Walked as far in one day
before in my life, I consented. Before I arriv'd at this house I had seea the
Barge on the other Side of the River, stoped,$hie people Cooking and refresking
themselves. While I was setting at the door of this House I saw the Mast of the
Barge passing by within 50 yards of the House and stoped for the night half a Mile
aboves Just at Sundown There came into the Gate Two Young ladies Handsomely
dressed, a lad and a 1little Miss, the Gentleman presented them to me and told

me they were his Chlldren who had been t0 a Dancing School, the two young Ladies
one in particular I thought very pretty, but as they spoke no English & I aid not
spealk French Enough to converse with them, could judge of them only by their ap-
pearance. Tea was handed about soon but nothing with it, in the evening after
Sitting in the Outer Hall an hour or more Supper was ammounced, in a Long, Cool
Room, Open t0 the Dack Yardy a Variety of Dishes were om the Table, sassages,
egps y meats, Sallads, etce.—after supper was conducted into a cool room on the
Ground 1 oor, a neat bed with a Pavillion round it, I went directly to bed

& slept till dsy lighte. I got up and went away without disturhing the famlly.
The name of this Gentleman Iddid not acquaint myselfe with, which was an omission
I very much regreted after-I got on Board of the Barge before it started and con-
tinued ¢a Board all that Day, we assended the River that Day about Seven Leagues,
the Country exhibiting on each side of the River & Deautifull appearance, inter-
spersed with Sugar and Cottom plantatioma, ornamented with Orange Groves, Gardens,
etce and Large numbers of Cattle, Horses, Mules & Sheep covered the Banlks of the
River, which is a most Imxwriant Pasture, from the Edge of the Water to the Fences
within the levy-——At Night stoped to Camp on the same Side of the River as the Night
before, I went the Nearest House, who was a Frenchmen's spoke no English, but had
a servant who spoke good English, was Politely received, this Gentleman's name is
Rano, had been & Merchaunt in New Orlaans,hadaparmr‘bythenm of Beitee, who
was tlere that night with his daughter, some Carpenters I Likewise found there at
work on a Mill, who were Awericans frem the State of New York. MNMr. Rano had no wife
or white Ffamily--did not get sway next morning wntill the Barge had started, but
overtook her about Ten 0'Clock, after passing the La.Tosh River or Bayou, which
is &t high water a large River Rumming out of Mississippl and empties into the
Bay of Ste Bermard, but at Low Water is a dry Bayou. This is about sixty miles
above New Orleans-along down this Bayou on Each Bank it is Thickly Settled and
levy'd out like the Mississippi. The Inhabitants along here are Called Arcadians,
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from the first Settlers of them coming from Cape Britton, after that place was taken
by the English gbout the year 1755« These People called themselves Neutral,
refus'd to take the Oath of Allegiance to the Brittish Govermnment, were bought

©off and distriouted in the Eastern & Middle States, where they lived Ten or Twelve
yvears, till about the year 1767. Settled on the Hississippl, this part of the
Country where they live is called the Arcadian Ceast, the 0ld People all speak
good Englishi but the young Ones who have been born and raised here TFrenche

They are Industrious kind People, many of them wealthy and meke a large guantity
of Cotton; but their part of the Coumtry is not seo highly Cultivated as the

Dutch Coast joining below or the French Still Lower towards Orleans. I kept

on Board the Barge the remainder of this day, wind was falr and the Patroon's
Accte. of the distance of this day was Eight leagues, some poinis or Turns in the
River we passed during the Day that are not cleared or Settled, owing to the Banks
falling in and the difficulty of keeping up the Ievy. I intended to have called
at Mre. Baylie's who has a very handsome place on the West Side of the River and
Carries on a Cotton Mamfactory with the Carding and Spilmning Machinesgbut it

was not convenlent for the Barge to Stops After Sundown we stoped on the East
Side of the River, as Usual I wenit to the nearest House, which was but a few steps
it hapened to be an Arcadian by the name of John White, as he told me in English;
but leBland in Frenche Mre. White & his wife spoke good English, they lived they
inform*d me Twelve years in the State of Maryland; they are goed livers but not
wealthey, are kind and Hospitable, have two Handsome Daughters; lut they speake

no Englishe iir. Wnite told me that French was more saslly acqulred than English,
for himselfe and Wife had taken great pains to learmn their Children English,

they had for sometime spoken nothing but English in their family, but they would
not speak it; but if an American came and settled there he learnt French directly.
The next morning was at the Barge before it Started, went on Board & continued all
daye. we got on this day about Hine Leagues, passed many handsocme settlements; but some
spaces of woods unsettled, we landed after Sundown again on the East Side of the
River about a Hile below Hx.Philip Hickey' s to whom I had letters from the
Americen Consul at New Orleans. I arrived at his House¢ an hour after dark, was
Receiv'd in a most friendly and Hospitable Manner, the Family hsd Sup'd and Mrs.
Hickey, his Son's wife had retired, the 0ld man is a Widower and no white woman

in the family but young Mrs. Hickey. Supper was immediately ordered for me & the
sideboard with a variety of the best of Liquor, the 0ld Gentleman and his Som Sat
oo the Table with me and were very polite and attentive, tut totally free from all
the ostentation & useless ceremony. Au Elderly ilan was in the Hall who they called
Stevens, who I understood had been meny years in the family im Character of a
Musiciane Mr. Hickey is an Irishmen, borm, has lived thirty or foriy Years where
he now does, is remerkable for his good living and Hospitality, is very Rich and
keeps up a great degree of Sociableness in the Neighbourhoods His son is a Centeel
young Man who is his Only Childe. After Supper the Cid Gentleman kept the wine moving
got very merry, sat up late and insisted on putting m® to bed himself, and seeing
that nothing in my room was wanting or amisse. I arose early in the morning In~
tending as I had told him and his son overnignt to go away bvefore they were up;

but they were both up as soon as I was, went with me to the Barge and ordersd some
Cold Round of Beef, some wine, etc. t0 be Sent to the Baryge for me and expressed
regret that I could not stay sane time with theme e Barge had to stop to de-
liver some goods at lir. Rowel’s a Mile above and at iladan Joyce's, so I concluded
t0 walk on along the Levy, tihe Morning was Cool & Plsasant. Twas 6 Miles to the
Port at Batton Rouge, I kept on and arrived there on foot pefore the Barge, waited

o the Governor, whose name is Grandpree, of French extractiom, was born in
Touisisna, was educated in France to the profession of the law & is uwniversally
esteem'd a Man of Politeness, good Sense and Strict Integrity, he ¥s a widower
about 50 years of Ago, his wife was a Fremch women, Born at the Isle Enoia he
spesks Fnglish, has several Children, Daughters rearly Gprown, he received me
Politely, I presented him my Passport from the Governor of New Orleans, he
countersigned it & ask me to sit down in his hall, conversed for some time,
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I took my Leave, as I was pgoing out of his Gate he called & Soldier, told him to
take the place of the Centinel at the Gate, and directed that man who spoke English
to go with me and wait upon wherever I choose till my Barge Came up, he did so;
I went into the Fort & through it, Examined the Situation of the Bluff the lLand Adja-
cent etes for ghout an Hour whem the Barge arrived-—-Baton Rouge wiich 1= about
125 #iles gbove New Orleans is the first high Groumd you approach in assenging
the River, it is a Handsome Bluff elevated about 50 fest above the surface of
the River, the CGround Back as far as I could see a Handsoms Level, even with
the Bluff, it appears to me by far the most Eligible Situation for 2 Town on
the River, between the Youth & the Chickasaw Bluff.-—-Vessells f£ind no difficulty
in getting up the River thus far, the Banks below are Cleared & Low, no Hills or
Lofty Trees to intercept the wind from the Sails, nor difficuli turns in the
River, at least not so mmch so0 8s the English Turns Six Leagues below Orleans .=
Here is a2 Small Fort dirt walls, Surrounded vy s Ditch and Plckets, 2bout Thirty
Camnnon Mounted on the ramparts, and sbout 50 Men, this Fori Appears to have
Great Commnd of the Rivery the Couniry back and rom this upwards a Rich Soil and
beautiflly timber'd and will admit of being Thickly Settledas

Went on Board the Barge abeout 12 o'clock, proceeded on gsbhout 12 wiles,
Settlements all alonz by Americans, but Scatteriug, and as no more embarking out
of the River 1s FNecessary the Cowniry has a different Appearance from what it
has below--we Landed before Night opposite W. Ross?® plantation to deliver some
goods, there came up & shower, I went up to Mr. Ross® House and returned noc more
to the Barga. Breakfasted next morning with e Thomas Lilley who lives half a
¥Mile above Mr. Ross', he was formerliy from Maryland, is a Merchant & of very
Gentlemanly mammers--—-After Breakfast it was Cool, I went on walking for five
Miles through a Beautifull Magmolia CGrove arfording s dence shude, I had an
Umbrella in my hand but the pathway ir. Lilley put me in was sco compleatly
shaded I had no Occasion to use it, I never beirore Saw a finer Soil or a more
besutifull Grove of Timbers According to lre. Lilley's directions I arrived at
Mrs. Nash’s about Ten 0'Clock, this Iady is Sister to Judge Lewis of the Mississ-
ippi Territory, a Wative of Rhod Island, but the family have been meny Years
settled on this River, her husband died some years Since, she lives im a
Beautifull Rural place and Nothing cen exceed iiie Richness of the Land. Mrs.
Rash treated me very Polltely, Invited me to Stay to dimner, I did so and in
the Cool of the Evening proceeded on five Miles farther through the Seme Kind
of lands and Growth, to a Mr. Lowdens, & Scolchusn, who has lately settled a
Wew Pigscej he has no Slaves nor will he have Any, he lives well & I no where
met with more open, plain Hospitalitye----I Never Saw covery thing growing in
higher perfection than this Honest #an had, & every thing avoub him was O5t, he
invited me to Walk with Liim about his farm garden & the plezsure seemed Reciprocal,
I Stay'd with him a1l Wight, and Sat cut Barly next Morning, o walled a mile or
two with me, the Same Beautifull Rich Lands and Magnollss Continued for five
Miles to Thomson's Creek where I arriv'd before Breakfaat to the place formerly
own'd by the Commendant Blanchard who sold it to Col. Harbury from Geargia, now
own'd by a Mr. Burdock; but Occupied by 2 Mr. Darby where I Breakfasted and was
eivily trested,; this is a Handsome place, a large clear'd Plantation, the House .
orn the Bank of the Creek 7 or 8 milses’ from the River, thls Creek is Navigable
in time of high water in the Mississippi, Several Miles above this place affords
Large Bodies of Bxcellent Low Ground, but I think the uplends are preferable,
ti2y are as Rich & not so 3tiff, Cammot be Called Hilly, bui Rolling lauds.
On this Creek is a FNumerous Settlement of wsalthy lolton planters c————-After
breakfast I cross'd the Creek & wss directed to the Heuse of Isszac Johnston, Bsq.,
an alcade formerly from Liverpool in England--—which is five Miles from the Creek.
I passed by a number plantations on my way thitheir, was Recelved by Hr. Johnston
in the most hosplteble and friendly mamner, Le luvited me to Stay to.Dimmer, did
80, it ralned a small shower, he wonld not permit me to offer to Leave hls house
that evening. Next morning after Breakfast he had two Herses Sadlled, one for
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me and one for his little son to Accompany me to Mr. Bradfordt's, four miles from
his House, I had letters to Mr. Bradford from Mr. Young of New Orleans--———An
English Gentleman who was there accompanied me thither, passed a number large
fine Plantations on the way, the lands excessively rich, well laying & pleasant.
Arrived at Mr. Bradfords, was Received politely by Mrs. Bradford, he had rode
out here, I stayed five days and was Treated with great kindness and Hospitality.
Mr. Bradford rode with me through the neighbourhood and made me acquainted

with a number of his friends & Neighbours, I can truly say I never was so

mach charmed with any Country I ever before Saw as the Neighbourhood of Bayou
Sarah, The Country is not flat but Gently Rolling, the Richest Uplands I ever
Saw, the Climate pleasant, the People appear healthy, the fields cloth'd with
Verdure and the unclear'd Lands an Entire grove of Poplar, Walmut, Hickomy,

Oak, Grape Vines, Sarsafras, lagnolia, etce, here I thought was the country

in which I would be willing to rest-bofore I 1lsfi Wow Orlesans I had written

a Letter to a friemd in Natchoz requesting o Horse o be aent 0 meat me at Bayou
Sarah, as the Barge that brought my Baggage Lo that place was colng no higher
up the River, I puil my things oxceptiing a Shift of Tloathes on Board of a
shallop that was bound for Natchez & Bxpecting hourly to hear of my Horse,
while I was thus waisting I receiv'l & polite meszage Trom Mr. Jolmston invising
m® to his house, the bearer 1aform' me thal Hr. Jolmston was golng o Wathes
in two or thres days &nd weuld o glad of my campany & if I leard nothing of the
Horse I expected it would ve perfécily convenient for him (o furnish oms, I
waited on him nexi morning and the plan of our jouwrney Lo Natchez was acon
concluded, and we sai out the day following but one. Hr. Bradford then
Inform'd mwe 1f I had expross’d the smallest desire of getting on I should

have been very welcoms to & Horse of his, whleh I mighi have opt ¢111 it was
convenient for e to have returntd. Mr. Bradford 1iv'd ounce in the Dack Pard

of Pennsylvania and remov'™@ to this country on Acct. of his being charg®d with
fomenting the famous Whiskey Iasurrection 2s i was Called, he was in that
Country a Lawyer of emminence, but whore he now lives lawyers are not wauted,

he is s¢o well Cottled and by Cotton Flanting is Accamlating Considerable pro-
perty that wiat he once thought the greatest misfortume he is now convinced was
an advantags s—-=~

October 10th, 1802. 3Sat off from Bayou Sarah with Mr. Johmston end a Clergyman
by the name of Coopor from 30. Carollna who Preaches about in differemt parts of
Mississippi Territory, but was not permitted to Preach velow the line in the
Spanish dominion, wherc no Sect bal Roman Catholicks are admitted in Public.

We din'd at Esquire 0'Commner's Alcade of the upper district of Bayou Sarah, hs iz
an Irishman, has liv*d in this couniry a number of years, Las a very Handsome

& most valuable plantation and is mmuch esteem®d for (he mildness and agreeable-
ness of his mawmers as well as his Hospltallty---ifter dimmer rode to Mr.
Munson's who lives 2% Miles above- the line. MNr. Munson is from Hallifsz, No.
Carolina. We stay’d all night at his Houss, who has very Rich Land but somewhat
hilly. This is gbout 26 miles fiom Mr. bBralfords--here the Couniry is very
mach broken with Hills, after lsaving lire Muason's about 2% Miles cemse in to

the Hew United States Road, made Ly the Amy. This Road has been made with
immence Iabowr, passing over a very hilly country-it begins at the liue,

passes Ly Plnkneyville, a smell Town where the Court of Wilkinscn County

i1s held 5 or 6 Miles from the line and sbout ten from the River. Leaving

Fort Adams 2 or © Miles to the left « crossing Buffalo above Smith's Ferry,

in passing aleong this Road, till we arrived to Madam Plercy's, which is sbout
12 miles from lir. Munson'® & J Or 4 from Port Adsm, Saw Nothing but excessively
Rich broken Hills, some small Settlemsuts, interspersed among them, we din'd

at Madam Plercy's, this Lody has a very Handsome plantetlon, lives in Handsome
Stile & has a Greal number of Slaves. After dlaner we proceeded on along the
Swamp Road as it 1s Called, through lands that ave under Ten or 12 feet Water
when the Mississippl is up, & beantifull Land & siisded Road, hard and dry
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this Swamp, as tis Called, is made no use of, it is from 5 to 8 or 9 Miles wide
affording the finest timber and Range for Cattle & hogs, but as the water always
falls by the first of Jume & never Rises ggain till the following Feby. or
March it might be cultivated in Corn, or Ozates, nothing can be Richer, and

tis very Level, mo small Growth, the only inconvendéency that would attend the
Cultivation of it is the keeping up the Fences which the Freshes would always
break or carry awaye. This Swamp Continues from Mrs. Piercy's to Buffalo, which
is Ten Miles, bounded by Broken Hills totally uncultivated, covered with thick
heavy Cane—--We stay'd all night at IMr. Smith's who lives on Buffalo & keeps

a ferry--This River is not more tham 40 or 50 yards wide at Low Water is
navigable for Large Barges when the Mississippi is up for 20 or 30 miles,
affording a considerable quantity of Rich Low lands bounded by Rich Hilly
Hands---from Buffalo to Homochetl is Ten Miles over this Stream, is likewise

a ferry, it is Something larger than Buffelo and Navigable for about 30 miles,
affording some of the finest Settlements in the Territory, from Homochetl to
Col. Anthony Hutchin's is Six Miles, this is the place that used to be Call'd the W
White Apple Villiage on second Creek, which is a branch of Homocheti, on which
are a number of 0ld Rich Pettlers, the lands Level & Rich, well Water's &

very pleasant. We arriv'd at Col. Hutchin's while they were at Dimmer, we
din'd & stay'd all Night, lir. Johnston being am intimate and an 0ld Aequain-
tance of the family. Col. Hutchins was not at home-next day arrived at
Natchez, being 12 Miles, before dimmer, passing & mumber of Handsome plan-
tations, the comntry somewhat Hilly. Din'd at the House of a friend of Mr.
Johnston's where he took me in the evening Rode to the little Villiage of
Washington, the Residence of Governor Clasborn & Judge Keer near which lives
Mr. Willis.--here I spent several days very happily in the family of my old
friend & scquaintance, Judge Keer, who introduce'd me to the Governor the
evening of my arrival in vhose family I soon became domestic.--I after a few
days Rest visited the late Govermor Sergeant to whom I had a letter of intro-
ductlion from the Consul Mr. Hewling at New Orleans. I spent Two days with Gove.
Sergeant after which delivered a letter of introducéion from Mr. Young to Mr.
Hunt who treated me with Great Attention & Politeness, and presented me to

a muber of his friends, Col. Steele in particular, with whom I afterwards
cultivated an Acquaintance with much pleasure and satisfaction. Next day I
called on Major Stephen Minor to deliver a letter I was likewise the bearer

of from Mr. Hewling-——-- Returned to Judge Kerr's at Washington same Evening
invited next day to dine with the Governor, did so, Mrs. Claiborn from home
on a Visit a mumber of Gentlemen at Dimnmer drank wine freely, till near sun-
set same Evening lr. Hunt Called upon me with a Horse Saddle & Bridle for me and
invited me to take a Ride with him to Coles Creek where he had a store about
20 Miles above. We immediately sat off, the Evening was pleasant & we arriv'd
at Mr. Hunts place at Huntston before Bed time, I regretted passing through

a part of the Country I had not seen after dark, which depriv'd me of the
pleasure of seeing the Country to advantage.-~This Villiage of Huntston,

or sometimes Call'd Greemsville, is near the North Fork of Coles Creek, is

the County Town of Jefferson County. There is a Court House, a Jall, several
Taverns, two or three Stores & some Mechanicks--The landing is about seven
Miles below this little New Town a few Miles up the mouth of the Creek this
Surround ing Settlement is becoming Rich by the Cultivation of Cottom, the

Lands more Level than in the neighborhood of Natchez, but a newer settlement

& less Wealthy, but thick settled by an industrous people. Col. Giranlt lives
about a Mile from Mr. Hunt's Store with whom I was made acqualnted, din'd &
spent an evening, next day went to Mr. Hemry Green's whose wife I formerly

had been acquainted in North Carolina. She was the daughter of General
William Devidson who was killed at Baly's Ford on the Catauba River by the
Army Commanded by Lord Cornwallise. I spent two or three days agreeably.
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Mr. @reen rode with me about the neighbourhood, he lives 6 miles from the Court
House, I found the lLand in this neighbourhood Broken & Hilly, except on the
different Branches of Coles Creek, which afford Excellent Bodies of Rich,

well lying land. MNr. Hunt being oblig'd to retwrn to Natchez proposs'd to

me to remain on Coles Creek for a few days & he would be back and go with

me to Bayou Pierre where he had a Store & plantation, he did not Retwrn,

¥r. Green was coming to Natchez & I came down with him where I spent some

days and made some progress in the business that brought me to this

country with the execution of General Willis. .

Between Washington & Huntston, alias Greenville, we passed through a small
Villiage 6 miles from Washington, called Ellicotsville, or Settler Town, where
are two or three Taverns & some small Stores, the country round very thickly
settled though hilly but very Rich Sell-near this Villiage on the Land of
Mr. Griffin is a remarkable mount of a rectangular parallelogram form, on the
top, nearly 40 rods broad & Level, the Base considerably larger, remains of
a wide Ditch round it, the top of the lMound is Elevated near 50 feet above
the common Surface. There are several smaller mounds round it and they are
found all over the Cuuntry. I saw one nearly s lLarge as the above mentioned
2 or 3 Miles above where Gen'l. Iyman used to live on the Big Black, 'tis

in a field, I did mot go on it, having company I did not wish to part from
who were in a hurry.

April 12, 1800. Measur'd the Oak in my yard at Rocky Point, "twas 17 feet &
42 Inches in Circulferance.



