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LINDENWOOD UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT

Welcome to Lindenwood University and to one of
the most important ceremonial occasions of the
academic year. Lindenwood’s Commencement
ceremony is filled with symbolism and tradition
that remind us of the noble purpose of colleges
and universities. The academic dress worn by the
students, faculty, boards, and platform party is
described later in this program. Students wearing
blue gowns and black and white medallions

are members of Linden Scroll, an honor society
comprised of students who excel academically and
have a dedication to serving the university and the
community. Students wearing blue gowns and gold
medallions are members of Lindenwood Student
Ambassadors, a select group of students dedicated
to the positive promotion of Lindenwood University.
Their duty as marshals is to direct the processional
and seating of students, faculty, board members, and
administrators.

Academic customs originated within the medieval
Church, and the order of procession follows
ecclesiastical custom with the most honored
members of the procession at the end. The Linden
Scroll flag bearers and the graduating students lead
the procession. The faculty follows the students

in the processional, and members of the Alumni
Board, the University Board of Trustees, and the
platform party follow them. The president, preceded
by the university marshal, is the last person to enter
the Commencement area. The mace carried in the

academic procession by the university marshal
symbolizes the authority of the president. A staff of
linden wood, surmounted by a silver cup, is used.
The mace originally belonged to President John
Roemer, who served Lindenwood from 1914 to 1940.
It is used only on occasions when the faculty and
president march in formal procession. The mace,
flanked by the United States flag and the Lindenwood
University flag, is proudly displayed at the foot of the
platform.

At university graduations, three types of Latin honors
are typically bestowed. In order of increasing level

of honor, they are as follows: Cum Laude, “with
praise”; Magna Cum Laude, “with great praise”; and
Summa Cum Laude, “with highest praise.” Three
additional forms of recognition offered at Lindenwood
are University Honors, recognition of students who
graduate with a cumulative grade point average of
at least 3.3 and complete at least 24 credits with

an honors distinction; Community Service Honors,
recognition of students who complete 500 hours of
qualified community service; and Veteran Honors.

During Lindenwood’s Commencement ceremony,

the candidates for degrees are presented to the
president by the provost, then each student’s name
is read, and the president presents the diploma to
that student and congratulates the new graduate. The
students are also congratulated by the deans of their
academic schools. Once all the degrees have been

conferred, the flag bearers lead the recessional in
reverse order of entry with the newest alumni at the
end of the procession.

We hope that you enjoy our Commencement
ceremony and that you will respect our protocol

for the enjoyment of all concerned. Please remain
in your seats during the ceremony. During the
conferring of degrees, please refrain from prolonged
cheering until all of the graduates have been
presented. Please stand for the processional,
invocation, national anthem, and recessional.
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LINDENWOOD HISTORY

Lindenwood was founded in 1827 by Mary Easton While Lindenwood is fully independent today, the The university has experienced dynamic growth over
Sibley (1800-1878) and George C. Sibley (1782- university enjoys a historical relationship with the the past two decades. Not only did Lindenwood
1863), making it the second oldest institution of Presbyterian Church and remains true to its founding ~ College evolve into a university, but it also

higher learning west of the Mississippi River, and values. The first commencement ceremony was held  experienced dramatic enroliment growth. Today the
the institution was incorporated by the Missouri in 1858, and Lindenwood became coeducational St. Charles campus is more than 500 acres. In
Legislature in 1853. The Sibleys deeded the in 1969. Evening programs were established in 2003, Lindenwood established its Belleville location,
Lindenwood property to the St. Louis Presbytery on 1972, and graduate studies were instituted in 1975.  which became a thriving full-service residential
February 24, 1853, the start of a formal affiliation Lindenwood became a university in 1997, a regional ~ campus in 2009.

with the Presbyterian Church that lasted over a university in 2003, and a doctoral institution in 2007.

century.

LINDENWOOD MISSION STATEMENT

Real Experience. Real Success.
Enhancing lives through quality education and professional preparatory experiences.

Integrity
We are committed to ensuring trust and respect for all persons in an environment that cultivates individual and institutional integrity.

Dedication
We are committed to developing a high performance work ethic and dedication to discipline or vocation.

Excellence
We are committed to providing quality and excellence in all our endeavors.

Creativity
We are committed to the development of original ideas, knowledge and innovative approaches to solving complex problems.

Community
We are committed to creating a connected community, sharing common attitudes, interests, and goals supporting personal and professional growth.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS

J. Michael Conoyer
Chairman

Christopher Lissner
Vice Chairman

Kevin Bray
Treasurer

Patricia Penkoske
Secretary

EX OFFICIO
Michael D. Shonrock

MEMBERS
Patricia A. Ahrens
Ben F. Blanton
Jacqueline Brock
Gaspare Calvaruso
David G. Coshy

Ron Gorgen

John W. Hammond
Grace Harmon
Cortney Hupper Lenk
Art W. Johnson
Joseph G. Mathews
Doug Mueller

Ronald W. Ohmes
Ronnie D. Osborn
Harry H. (Chip) Peterson
Lucy Rauch

Herb Roach

Jerry E. Scheidegger
William C. Schoenhard
Gary N. Shaw
Donald Tuttle

LIFE MEMBERS
Nancy Calvert

Jane Calvert Rogers
Jonathan Ford
Elizabeth Huss

Larry G. Kelley

Dale Rollings
Patrick S. Sullivan
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OH LINDENWOOD

Near the banks of ole’ Missouri upon a hillside green,
Where the Linden trees sway gently our mighty gates are seen.
First ladies and now gentlemen we will hold your values high,

And we vow to keep traditions of scholarship and pride.
Lindenwood oh Lindenwood proudly do we sing,
Honor, truth, and dignity in our hearts shall ring.

Lindenwood oh Lindenwood loyalty to you,
Solid as our gates we stand, alma mater true.

Lyrics by: Marsha Parker
Vocal Arrangements: Jeffrey Heyl

LINDENWOQOD

LIKE NO OTHER

Real Experience. Real Success.
Enhancing lives through quality education and professional preparatory experiences.

www.lindenwood.edu
(636) 949-4949
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