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Fort Ysage Fed. 21, 1811,

¥, S1r,

I have been importuned not « litile of late, by the Ysages
on the Subject of their treatment for the last two or thre: years from
other trlbes)partioularly the Iowaps, “otowatomies % Uttos und altho'
I have Repeatedly Hefered them to the Agent “r., Chouteau, and told
them ($111 & am tired that I have no official Right of interference in
Such Matters, yet they will continue to furthen me with their come
plaints and Representations and 1 am absolutely obliged either to liste
en or by Refusing, give them great offence- They address themselves
to me as an Agent of the U, 5. (there being no one else here will will
take any part in dddian affairs of any kindj snd no one appointed to
attend to then here, and 1t belug very inconvenient they Say to wait
upon their “gent in st Louis) and in a very Jerious and impressive
munner have Related their grlievances and desired me Lo Hepresent them
to the Authority most likely to afford Redress; at the “ame time exe-
pressing their wish thet I Should manke them known to you, in the hope
that altho' your Agenoy does not extend over them, yet it may not be
looked upon es {mproper to expeot your interference in their behalf
with those Tribes whioh the “resldent has placed under your Control.-
They complain (and I believe justly) that while they have for the last
two or three years falthfully observed the counsels they have Received
from the U, S, and Strietly Hefrained from muking war on the Meighbore
ing Trives; that while they h.ve considered themselves under the Care
and froteotion of the Ui S, and trested our “itlzens as brothers;
they have Successively and heretofore without Sedress been Subjected to
the unprovoXed attacks of the loways, Otios, Slou=m, and “otowatouies,
who have Sobbed them of their “orses, and murdered their Feople insulted
the benevolent and just policy of the U, 35, and have nearly, if not
guite oompelled them (the Osages) to the last Hesort, the Tomahawk

and Sealping Lnife. In the Month of Novr, 1809 four of their seople



were murdered almo:t within Sight of the Jerrison by a party of Sioux
and Ioways (&s they are well informed) who Surprised them in their
hunting Yemp~ in the following Spring, a number of Forses were Stolen
from them, within a few liles of the Garrison by the Ottos, as they
have Reasons to believe.-
In July following, two of their Men wer: wantenly killed as they
were peaceably traveling to thelr village in this vieinity, as gthey
very much Suspeet by the Ottos.~ And in “ecember lest, five of their
People were killed and made prisoners by o War party of the fotowatomies
Several cother affalrs of less consequence have taken pluoe, which tho*
too trivisl to need 2 partioulsr detail after the above, are neverthe-
less Suflfiecient to alarm their fears.- These unprovoked attacks huve
' very much alarmed this TriLe of Usages, =nd hcve teaded very much to
lessen their confidence in the protection that has been promised them by
the U, 3, and if not Redressed and prevented from “ecurring in fu.ure,
will compel them to Seek Revenge themselves contrary to the advics and
disinterested counsels of the ‘resident-"If", Say they, "the U, 5. will
not Redress our Wrongs, whioh are 50 munifest and great, Suffer us at
least to Redress them ourselves, and not keep our hands tled {iiiiﬁrtholl

f our enamles are left untied) till we are all cut of by piece meal."-

e Thus muoh I have besn induced to Say on the Subject, by the sar-
nest deaire of the Ohief and leedins warriors of this people; and let
me add, partly from a conviction on my “£ind of the propriety and juste
ice of the appeal,~ I have neither time nor inelinstlon to enter more
minutely into the Sujject, or to muke any comments on the matters com-
pleined of- nor do I Suppose it at 2ll neeessary.-

The Chief and leading Yen of the Little Osages are very much inclined
to encoursge the Kansas end kissouris to join them in their “ettlement
near this plece, and I Suspeot Some negoelations are going on among them
to that effect- The Missouris have “ent two “en here to Sound the Usages

on the Subjeet, one of whom has Returned to bring the whols Trive here



(as I am informed) who are daiygl expected- +here are also Three of

the Ottos here on business with the VYsages- It is Rumored that the Ottos
will also Memove to thils @yighborhood, if the Missouris leave them., (You
know the Missouris and Ottos live within ®ight of .ach other and are as
ons Yation in ocase of war)

That Usages have an influential :a.n at this time among the Eansas,
ppabadbly his dbusiness may be to effeet an alliamnce between the two Iribes
Xt is well understood that about half of the “ansas are Ready now to
femove here.- 4ltho I do mot by any meuns esloulste om all their move-
ments taking place (for 1 know well esnogh how little Relianes is to be
put in Indien projeets which a “torm of snow muy defeat or postpone, and
a thousand trivisl accidents may overtum) yet ! could wish to enoour-
age them if 1t o.n be done with effect and propristy.- f 1t wer: a
thing to be desired, £ have no doudbt but the 21s Oseges would bs glad to
Return here, at least Report “esms to justify the belief- but I am by no
means “olicitous for them to Return, unless indesd they will Reform a
little.-

Maroh 5%P.. I expeoted to have Sent this of” long ago, dut *r,
Audrain waited for the Yontraotor's Boat, which 1s expected to day-

Agrecably to your Request I have presented the Fote you Sent me to
Mr, iudrain for psyment, end hove Reod, $37 on 1t which % enclose you
herein together with the Notz, and Refer four for further information
Respeoting it to young %r. Audrein who will hend you this, and will call
on you when he is Ready to “et out on his Return for FY, Usege, for any
oommands you may have for me, whioh please to put in his oare,

Some a*tha Ottos have been here lately on business with the Usages,
they have partially “ettled the disputes between the 2 Tribes but have no
not been able to Remove entirely the Suspicions of the Ysages Relative
to the murders committed in July lsst- They promise to “atisfy you on
this Subjeot thro' the medium of Mr, Airde their Trader when he Heturns to

= —

St. Louis.= 1 have Beasons to believe that the Ysages are preparingz to

e



Set off in a few days to war against the Ioways.

They consulted me (as usual) on this matter but I ocould only Say
to them, that if thoy went to »ar, I 414 not delieve you would inter-
fere with the Yoways to obtain Redress for the injuries they have done
to them (the Osages), Sans Oreille and the Big Soldier appear to be
inolinod to “top! the War, but Say 1t will b very Aiffioult to appe:se
those shose Nelatives have “een killed and rho are numerous and influe
entinl,~

I am 5ir very Reapeotfully
Your Mo, 0b%, sv®,
G, 7. Sibley.
Cen, W%, Clark
3'. Louis.
p. lp, ¥, indrain,
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