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Mr s . Mur.v s i hle.v 

Ge orge c. S i bley :~sq. 
Fort Osage 
Mi ssouri 

,ly dear ffar y · 

John Sibley 
14. July, 1827 
Rec~. by G. C. S. 
3 0th Au~ust, 10 27 . 

Sarne timo \'n-ote to Hu j e r Sib ley 

Natch i t oc h es July 1 4 , 18 2 7 . 

By the lo.st ma il your very Interes tin1~ & Agreeable l etter Pos t 

Var ke d June 1 1827 I rec e ived as you h ud Omitted to Seal i t, pass­

in1_s thro' so many hands i t muy ha ve been t u.k en for e.. Circular. y ou 

will not be surprlse :l if you s hould see Extract s from it fZ:Oing the 

Ue ws-pao er rounds- I could not, r..or woula not f org ive Geo. S ibley 

for his un~ar donable ne~llg ence in ~ri t in~ to me , i f he ha d no t en 

the ~uthorit y of the high es t ora ~rs (yours elfe) constituted & a p­

pointed you his Attorney in f a c t to oer f orm th at duty, my pardon 

i s 1 imi t e d t o the time you f ~J l t hful l y exe c u t e t he co mm i sa lon & no 

lon~er- Yourselfe & Genl. :,~_!faye t te clo no t seem e xa ctly t o aFtree . 

bu a s the Cien . in La;v 1.vould b e d ,1udge a t he most d is i nter este d 

Wi t n es s o f co urse, t he weiRht o f test imony would be again3t y ou; 

On the ~hol e , I think you may a s well l e t the Gene r a l be creait ed 

i n full & aro p the nrr.:ume nt, & I ha v e a l on g: t i me kno wn that 1.'l e 

u.re a s much Bound to a isb e lie ve _y our Sex in Some thi n.~s .<l s to be­

lieve them in Others. 

Geo. Sibley has g- one again o.bou t the Ro ad, I think he is 

t a king t oo mach trouble 8-bout t ha t Rop.d, for when Re d River shall 

be opened for Ste am Bo o. ts, t ha t will ue t he Channel of Commerce to 

Uew Mex ico.- You mention t he Gar r ison a t Councel Bl uff bei rn~· rnov ' d 

lo wer a6 wn n ear tho S tate l i ne I have a very imcerfeut Idea o f the 

Rela t ive posi t ion of nlaces on t he Missouri. I do not know where 

the St ate l ine is, ho w far y e ar pl uco i s f rom old Fort Os a ~e. or 



ho w fa r a bove the Couucil Bluff is.- ··:11u.t y oa me ntion relat ive to 

the ·Trade of l,eH J';lexico. the Hoo.d, but more pa rt ic ula rly 'c he 3 t ory 

o f the poor :3p.~ishette (?) e x cites Byrnputhy. ho vJ I-fortified must 

have been those humane Amer.ican Ofiic er:J aL t il e fG. ilure of their 

eff orts to s ave her; but thei r i11terference ;,,m ," t ho caus e o f 

clw.11 .. ~ ine; the mode of her Dea t h .1. rom oue the r .. l o :J t Cruel & Bartarous 

f o r one S udden, u11expecLeJ & of 3 hort Ji.t..i.. _i..'er ilw , which m1;J.y i n pa.l't 

co rn~Hmsa te t hem for their eff orts fo r h er. I w n o r e tty well Ac­

qua inted wi Lh the Pauee Clrnract er ln.1.vi11f; once bec11 the o.g011t for 

.four hords from that Ha t ion. - I hu ve wi s hecl f or some 1.tout hs t o 

enquire of G. ·~ i bloy If he ever hud a n y k1 10 wl e u~e o f a Ce rt a i n 

noctor Hunter t h e Aut hor of D. noo k p11blishec1 in 1823 ln Pl1ilac1a. 

'.!:he Sume man ·,rns mura eret'l by t he Chcroko Ind iuus wh o now live in 

:.;he l'roviBc e o f :;.1uxus . ;,h.J.U.Y i.1 e o ple here ue licve he ,·:as an imoo ·ter. 

I f h e l wc1 lived amonrrut Lhe 1:a11 zu u & 0:Juf::es as. be u s ,..i er t s G. Sibley 

m,rnt ha ve ;u10 \vn uome th i rnt e.l>oll t him . 

•,r;ell a c qull.iute-1 .,. ith 'J. 3 ibley , & sai c.1 he S/3.. 'N h i m S ome where on t he 

l.Usso uri lust Sori n g , that he was in ,rood he{l. l th &-- Jucl~e J ohns ton 

ms h ere ubo ut, a ;,iouth 1:w:o, he np o ke k .i nal.v of ,f OU. , lrn left his l ... '...Lm-

ily in ··1ash iu ,;: ton made u shor·t ::itu.y in .:..oui s □ ia1w. , h L1:c1·i ed :Jauk to 

';;ushJngton- i,'ir • .:::. c3e t he huslw.nd of !·:li :;a 1ms d i re cted by the \iar 

aepu.rtment to S.,ay out & l.lu r k a l{ oa <l frurn th.i s o l l.l.ce t o Cant oument 

.i!1 ous in a.bo ut i, J1ree hu.uc.lreJ. i,iiles a l.Jove ~biG o l c1ce on Hoel Hi ver. at 

I 

Kiomitchee. he hus been 01.1 t ueur t ,w J.1 ont!Js. ls exnecte cJ home ln a 

Short time. hi d v1lfe ll eiwr son1e·,1ha t a L1 Vanco d in a Certain way , her 

f.lot her & Ann a r e S to.y imr, ·,::: i t h her , ti 11 7,ee r{e t u.rns. On Lho 4th of 

July the officers at Can ::ornnent Jessuo mE.J.de u. s pl o11a id e 11te rtainment 



ho w fe. r a bove the Cot111cil Blll ff is.- ··:b u.t y o t1 montion relative to 

the Trade of Ilmi Mexico. the Hoo.a, but more particularly '..; h e Jtory 

or the poor :-3p.W1ishette (?) excites B:ymputhy. ho vJ Mortified mu.st 

ha ve been thoso humane American Offi c er3 ::1\, til e fG. ilure of t hoir 

ef f orts to save her; but their i11terference was t ho c u.use o f 

clrn.wdng the mode of her Dea t h f rom 011e lhe r,io !3t Crue l & Bar u u rou.s 

:for on e S u.ddo11, u11expec Le a & o £ 3 hort Ju ..L· _;_·er i1w, which m1:1y i 11 µ a.:c t 

com~Hmsnte ~hem for their eff ortu for Iler. I f..l. in nretty Hell Ac ­

qua inted wi l h the Pauee Clrnr a.cte r lw.vi1~ 011ce boe11 t he age11t for 

f our hords from tho. t Ha t ion. - I hu ve wished f or :::iome J.tout hs t o 

enquire o f G. ':" ibloy I f he e ver hu.d a n y k11o wle tl f.s e o f a Cer tn in 

Doctor Hunter t h e Author o f D. Uoo k p 11blishea in 1823 in Plli laa &. 

'..i:he Sume mun ·;ms murd ereo by the Choroko Ind i u 11 ::- lfl h0 non li ve in 

the Provinc e of : 1axus . :.h1 n ;yT ? o o ple here l> e lieve he ,·:as an i moo · ter . 

I f h e lw.c1 livec1 u morw:u t the 1::.111 ~u s & Ouu.F;es us. be us ,_ie r t s G. Si bley 

m,.1.~t h a v e ;u 1o wn ~iome t h i1w e.i.J o u t h im . 

l' ho re w1;.s lle re a fe w ' . .' ee it 8 u.~o a Co l. A6 r1Jm .·!ho to 1 ~ r:>.e he was 

well a cquuiute -i ·; ith C:. 3ibl e y , & sai d be S ti '.~ ll i :n Some where on the 

l.Iis s o uri lust S oring , that he wa.s in i" 00d he~~l t h &-- Jucl~e Johns ton 

wus h ere ubo ut, u ;,1ou th H. f;O , he n poke k i na l .v o f y o u , he l eft h i s rum-

i ly in i'f~wh i w ?: ton made u sho1· t S tuy in ..:..ou l ssiurn.1 , rrn :c .ci ed :Ja e k to 

;·;as hl ng ton- ;,Ir • .::.ee t he hu.slw.nd of !·:li :rn. 1m s di r ected by the \;·a,r 

aepur t ment to ';,,ay out & l.lur k a Hoa <l f rorn th i s oluce t o Cantonment 

l!1 ous in a b out i,J1r e e huudreJ. i,iiles a uove ~hl G ola ce on He el Hi ver. a t 

I 

Kio mi t chee . he h as l>een 0 1.1.t ue u. r tw o l.1 o n t hs . i s e x ne e t e c1 h ome ln a 

Short t ime, hid v1lfe be iug son1euha t a l1vancod i n a Cert a iu way, her 

:.lather & Ann a.re S tayinFr, ,::; i th he r , till r,e o He tu.rns. On tho 4th of 

Ju.ly the off ic e r s a t C8..n t onme11t Jes ~1 uo mc:.L c1 e Li. sp l ou a id e11tertaiume n t 



Dinner &- Ball. u .:.urgo party went out from na tchitoches distance 

24 miles. a Slight in~isposition provente j my Going. or Attend­

ing Any of the purties in Town.- Our Summer thus far has been 

umumaly \'.1arm; the II in my ':'hermometer Suspendeil in my .: ,1.1.rge Hall 

on one of the 'a rches has Several days been a bove 95 & we hnve hnd 

u severe drought. materially injuring Our Corn Crops. wee.re un-

usually heo.lthy-

You aeern to npeak somehow equivocully L1. bot1t Visiting us the 

ensuing fall, we do not intend to let you off , but you will have to 

reaeern your pledge. I have heard of G. Sibley's lotter to Nurgret 

Sibley, b11t not seen it he proposes tukiug little Henry; I have 

not seon his Hother. I shull aavise her to rdve him up, ho is an 

l\miable boy & apt to Learn; lmt Henry ~H blcy his Uncle r.'.lust be 

Consulted on the Subject. I aont Know ho w he can be got t o !Hs~o:.iri. 

he cun v✓ell enoug h g o to Louisville on Cinoiruiati. 

\a I ~ntend writing you a~ain soon I shall at t hia time Only 

Aa a, that a.11 my .family Sena yoll thinr be:at wi s hes lonfs very much 

to see you. iJ ut none of them more t hn.n 

Urs. llary Sibley. 

Yours .J os t Ae.ffcctionato 

B'a ther 

John Sibley. 

S i b 1 o y Ifa s • V. I 
Uissollri Historical Socie ty 
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