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FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: MATTHIAS WOOD
Our faculty spotlight for April is Matthias Wood, Senior Instructor of

Mathematics. Matthias primarily teaches introductory math courses such as Basic

. Statistics, Statistics for Natural Sciences, and Survey of Calculus. These courses
are important because they are often the first courses where students learn foundational skills in
mathematics, like rigorous logic and complex solutions.

Matthias has been teaching for nine years, and joined LU as faculty in 2017. Matthias completed
his undergraduate degree at Lindenwood, and he served as a math tutor while he was a student
here. Matthias says that he enjoys teaching math courses because he appreciates the beauty of
math and how it can reveal the hidden structures of the world around us: " Many students enter
their general education courses with a 'math is not for me' mindset, but I've found that sharing this
sense of intrigue helps break down those barriers. Helping them look past the difficulty to see the
beauty underneath is, for me, the most rewarding part of the job."

Matthias focuses on using open-access resources and OERs. For example, in Basic Statistics,
Matthias uses the MyOpenMath platform, which allows students immediate access to required
materials so they can focus on their learning rather than stress about cost or risk falling behind
because they can't purchase the textbook.

When asked about an achievement in his career that he is proud of, Matthias pointed to his work
in redesigning the Basic Statistics course. After his hard work on transitioning the course to an
accessible format, he presented his framework at the Mathematical Association of America
conference. Matthias explains why this experience was so meaningful: " It was an opportunity to
share how structural changes can invite more students into the study of mathematics. Following
that, receiving the promotion to Senior Instructor was a positive confirmation that this focus on
accessibility and logical rigor is a vital part of our department's mission."

The advice that Matthias would offer to faculty new to teaching is not to feel pressured to
perform and entertain in the classroom. Matthias explains, " Students care more about your honest
interest in the subject than a polished performance...Focus on being a clear guide through the
topics and 'way of thinking' that your subject requires. If you provide that solid structure, students
will latch onto it when they're ready."

Matthias provides valuable service to Lindenwood through the thoughtful effort he puts into our
lower-level math courses, and his work has benefitted many students. Many thanks to Matthias for

his excellent teaching and his investment in supporting our students!
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LU Showcase: Thursday, April 23
Faculty Development Offerings

April brings many development opportunities through our second annual LU
Showcase! The LU Showcase was a new event last year that combined the Celebration of
Teaching Day, the faculty research symposium, and the student research showcase. Last
year’s Showcase day was a success, and we are looking forward to another enjoyable
event this year. Development offerings for faculty are highlighted below, and cover
various themes: teaching and learning, course design, Al, and mentoring and advising.
The full list of faculty-focused offerings, including information about each session, can be
found in Workday Learning.

9:10-10:00 am

Behind Every Poster: Faculty Approaches to Inspiring Students, Harmon 136

Using Classroom Technology to Control Attention, Interaction, and Visibility, Harmon 119
Sharpen, Don'’t Replace: Teaching with Al across the Disciplines, Harmon 137

10:10-11:00 am

Course Redesign Strategies to Benefit Novice, Intermediate, and Advanced Learners,
Harmon 121

Guiding with Intention: The Lindenwood Learning Academy Advising and Mentoring

Fellowship in Action, Harmon 131

11:10 am-12:00 pm

Al Unleashed: A Faculty Demo Showcase, Harmon 131

Same Course, New Look: How the Block Editor Transforms Teaching and Learning in
Canvas, Harmon 138
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