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Lindenwood MSS, vano Letters
! ' Fort Osage January 8% , 1811,

My dear Sir,

I wrote you on or about the 1%, U1t®, and Sent the Letter about 30
¥Miles (to where the Contractor's and “r, Cottle's Boats are froze up)
by Mr, Cott8l) who formarded 1t to you by Jo. Morary, and I aoif not but
you have duly Ree?, 1t-

Mr, Munt has just arrived hers on his way to 5%, Louls and afe
fords me an opportunity ‘tho' I am just now very much engaged in pube
lie business) %o “ay & few words to you Respeoting ﬁ. Hogs Sorn &e.
at this place= The harvesting of your Orop wes completed on the 15"
of Dec”™. the following Note is transcribed from my dlary-

' "Thyrsday Yecember 13%M.« The day pleasunt end faire finished
gathering “r, Prices corn to day®d off of esbout 14§ Acres of ground I
got Somewhere about 800 Bushels of Yorm housed- About 100 Bushels
were destroyed thr/' the Summer and fall by the Pigs &o.” Out of
these 800 Bushels I have paid myself 200 Buskels that were due me by Dr
Robinson =nd excepted in his power of Attorney to youe and I have let
Mr. Audrain heve 283 Bus®®® at §1_, which he Says wédd he will pey you
as soon as the Troops are pald offe Wells has fed away “everal Bushels
to your Hogs, how muoh I do not knmow, tho' I do not believe more than
negessary-= I have been at Some considerable pains to collact all your
Hogs together and Succeesded in getting about 180 into an esnclosure,
where they wer: kept for sbout a fortnight und fed a little with corn.-
They are now Running out, but come up prettiy Regularly to e fed, they
are tame and gentle enouzh, and would no doudbt do well if let alons.-

" The wild gang of Hogs above the Carrison have not been brought up yet,
they arc frequently “een, and look extremely fat and well= I d not
49y~ by any means despair of getting them up yet before the winéer is
over- I am only waiting for a Snow to fall, when I Shall Send Wells



and a party of Active Indians to chﬁ and tire them down, and theg
they can easily be driven home- 1 was nﬂvl‘pd to defer chasing or dise
turbing them until 1t can be done effectually, and this it Seems may be
done very easily when there is a orust of Snow on the ground- lany of
the old Sows have had Pigs, but very few of them have becn Saved, owing
to the cold weather and & variety of tther causes that could not bve
easily gusrded sgainst,

It was out of our power to have them penned up Separately, near
enoi-h to my Fouse to answer any good purpose- I would anuu-g&n
Man's whole time to attend properly to the Sows, and after all it
would ﬁ‘i‘y be Raising Roasting “igs for the (two legred ) Wolves.-

We declined having any of the Sows put up to fatten "t1ll I

hear from you again on the Subject, for it might happen that after
they #eve- had been fed awhile at a considerable expence of Corn &e.
you would be obliged to turn them out again for want of a purchaser.-
I am ‘orry to Say that I 4o not believe 1t will be eusy, if at all pos-iide
to prevent miy of your Hogs from being destroyed- Wells has froe
quently Reported to me latterly, that they come up orip led, snd lately
hae found 2 grown “Yows killed lying near the Garriesn Somewhere about
Hr. Audrain's Store~ fells attribtes these thing to the Soldiers and he
is very probably not far from the truthe It is pess- impossible to
prove the thing against them, =nd until thet ocan ve done, it would only
be making bed worse to meke any fuss about it= InConfidenge tho' I
will observe to you, that I have become convinced myself of the great
Risk there is in having property of any kind et this place, espeoid ly
live Stook- Such wanton, unprovélked and oruel outrages are com:itied
by the Soldiery on the property of Citizens as we are contemptiously
ealled by them, that 1t 1s absolutely alarming Q& those who are interest
ed or who are obliged to look on Such irregularities without the power to:
prevent theme The VilliaWs take care to keep their acts hidden from the

view of others, and ther iy Soreen themselves from the proof.- but it is



olear enouzh to all from whence these outrages procecd.,- The unfortunste
coolness that exists between myself and the Gentlemen of the Garrison,
among whom I include the Sultlers)prevents my m king s»s Strict eaquiry
{nto these matters as I Should perhaps othugao d0j «nd 1t ls possible tha
that this ocodlness (which will probably ever continue, at least as far as
it depends on me) may operate in ‘0 e degree to stimulate the Soldiers to
do towards me many thinces for which thay hove no other notive than to
gratify or ingratiate themselves with their Masters« I would however be
very loth to believe that they are at all encouraged to do these things;
on the contrary 1 think they ae not,~ and I only Sugrest the idea for
your bdenefit as you will very elearly perceive.,- I Should certainly
tho' paa: Some pretty candid censure on those Uentlemen or Some of them
if this coolmess d4id not exist, dbut under the present ciroumstances
eandor might be mistaken for illmature, & I Should then get no credit for
ny paina.-

Upon the whole my dear Frige, after turning and twisting the thing
in all manner of Shapes, and viewing 1t in almost all possible positions;
I am constrained by the Sinocere good will I w for you, snd the wis f‘t:.
Serye you all ih my power, to offer it as my deoided opinion, that you
had better dispose of your BNogs %o, here as qniels.. ns possible; and in
the meantime give them in charge to Some person whose intimaoy or good
understanding with the officer co manding the Soldiers, may in Some measurs
intimidate those fellows from their outrages- Suoh a person if he had
an interest in the Hogs might prevent their bdeing destroyed, and prodadbly
turn them to o good account,~ In riving you this advice I Run the Risk
of depriving myself of the plessure of “erving you- dut what 46 I Say?-

I 4or¢ot thot my oiroumstances, my unavoidable misunderstandings with the
Garrison, and sbove all that my offieial duties absolutely deprive me

of the pleasure to ':m you= therefore I can only expeot Lo derive that
pleasure from advising you %o plaoce your affairs in “ome other person's
hands, whose Situation my promise more Suocess to you then nine.-



It was @ duty which I owed to myself and to youy Sir; to have given
you this oandid exposition of your affairs hers- I have no fear that
you will mistake my motive, or that you will depreociate 1te.- It has
arisen from oiroumstances which we had no Right to expeet when you were
here,~ You may Rely on it, that whatever “ervice I gan Render you here I
will most oertainly 4o it« T Require almost the whole time of Man Wells,
but St11l T make him attend more or less to your Hogs every day; and in
Reality they would all do very well if they were not disturbed by our
Neighborse Wells hus lately had a dispute with LY, Brownson for cone
fininz bim in the Guardhiuse, and has told him he would thrash him if
he ever saught him out Side of his “i;:‘i‘i‘:znh; this has caused Some
irritetion among Some of the most abandoned of the Soldiers, and it 1is
Since this affeir that the 2 Hogs were killede I meation this, that you
may be able to Judse of the propriety of Sending up o« Man to tuke care
of the Hogse but take notice; if you 4o “end one, let him be an easy
kind of pesesa- Lody who can ooccasionally Submit to ve e=s® into prison
and yet be honest and careful of his trust.- for 1t is easider for a
Camel %o go through the eye of a needle, than for an Independent
American to live near an outpost like this, and kesp on good terms with
t ose who sommand the Garrison~ This I lay down as ons of fig indlspute
able facts,- Havs I 3ai1d enoi&h or have I Said too mudh to you on these
Hattorst-

I had an hour to devote to you, and I determined to use it most for
your profit, even tho' I Should disclose Some things that I am by no
means over Solicitous to have known too publioly.~ do not Suppose tho'
that we have had any diffioulties here lately more than commone exoept
a most mortal and tnt}i‘iﬁbla codlness, we go on pretiy well considering
all things- each one attends ghiefly to his own concerns I believe, and
does not meddle any more in his neighbor's affairs than may perhaps be
consistent with the true Spirit of Gossiping.-

Cottle will not give me a #4d4- bid for the Hoge- I talked with him




about them this very &gy and pressed him to write to you on the Subje ot.
He Says he "will buy them if you will make the paymont easy, and let
him have them on Such terms as that he can make Something on them.,"
These are his very words I believe. I also proposed to him to take the
maage- management of them on Shares, but this h=s appears to decline.- You
had better meke up your mind what you will take for them and make an
of fer of them to him and Audrain- T Suspeot Audrain would buyy Scome
of them and perhups the whole, tho' I have n-ver Spoken to him on the
Subject- I wish you to come to -ome conclusion about these things as
qn5fk as possible and let me hear from you- In the meantime I Shall pay
as much attention to your affairs ss I ean properly do- Nothinz Shall
be Saerificed to my knowledge without an effort to Save it. If my abile
ity half equalled my disposition to render you -erviee, I Should not now
have troubled you with So lengthy an Bpéstle about Hogs, Pigs, Sows,
Soldiers &o.

I have not been able yet to Sell the House and fields.- Cottle
will not buy them; emd- nor do I expeot any body ever will.- I wish I
ocould meet with Some fool who would give me 250 for them= I Should
think myself well out of the Serspe I assure you- I am .ometimes tempt-
ed to Set fire to the whole lot, and Rid myself of the plague.- I Sus-
peot 1 feel mearly the Same uneasiness about my valuable possession
at this most delectable and promising of all possible places; that a
gcertain tall, handsome, blue-devilish, lady-loving friend and acquainie
ance of mine does about 180  Swine, 2 Bulls and an ol4 Horse that he has
(God help them) at the “aid delectable end most promising of all poih:u
plages,~ 1 like to Joke about Such Serious matters, it does no manner
of harm, but lighteng! ﬁy gores and Raises my Spirits amazingly.- I
Shall Send the Glass down by the first boat, the pikpes I have given you
eredit for, in our private account, &r, Hunt will deliver you a Bay
Horse of yours, I thought it would be best to Send him down %o you by

80 good an ogportunit « Yrs., %o. Ge Cs Sibley
Mr, Risdon H] Price, 3t. Louls.
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