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A Message from the Dean, 

Dr. Kathi Vosevich 

 

As we close out another academic year, the AMAZING College of Arts and Humanities faculty, 
staff, students, and alumni continue to be a force for good! Our college is growing both 
graduate and undergraduate students, and we are the fastest-growing college in the university! 
 
I am constantly amazed at the positive impact we have on the community, university, college, 
and students, as you will read! United and inspired by our mission to prepare students for 
every future--and with a constant focus on durable Power Skills for humanity--we want to 
help change the world for the better.  
 
Here are some highlights that you can celebrate with us! 
 



And please take time to enjoy the Summer and recharge for what promises to be an amazing 
Fall! 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

  

 

POWER SKILLS 
 

 

 

 

 

This is our favorite image to explain what we value! 
 
Our mission truly is humanity and preparing our students for any future--and Power Skills 
underpin all we do. We have skillified our syllabi by telling students what skills they are 
learning and why, as well as teaching students the power of ethical decision making, respectful 
communication, empathy, leadership, collaboration, creativity, negotiation, critical thinking, 
etc., and how to transfer these in-demand skills to any future. By intentionalizing these skills 
across our curriculum, we can help improve university NSSE scores, but more importantly 
teach students how to articulate the value of their Lindenwood degree as a differentiator. These 



skills are in-demand, durable, and transferrable. These are the skills necessary to make good 
decisions, use technology wisely, and power the future. 

 

 
 

 

  

 

TOP-OF-MIND BRAND 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!  
Our faculty and staff continue to build our brand for academic excellence-- 
and our awards show it!  

• Rookie of the Year Award – Grace Barnett  
• Scholar of the Year Award – Dr. Melissa Elmes  
• Lindenwood Service Award – Dr. Justine Pas  
• RISE Full-time Faculty Award – Dr. Justine Pas  
• RISE Online Teaching Award – Dr. Jason Dude Lively  
• First Year Impact Award: Faculty – Dr. Paula Nunning  

 

 

  

 

 
The Lindenwood University President’s Ambassadors (LUPA) 
celebrate and recognize outstanding faculty on campus, as voted 
upon by students. These are very meaningful awards and underscore 
the students’ recognition not only of good teaching, but also of the 
value of what they are being taught. We had five nominees: Professor 
Erica Blum, Dr. Justine Pas, Dr. Tricia Zweier, Dr. Ana Schnellmann, 
and Dr. Marcus Smith. And the winner was Dr. Justine Pas who 
did us proud again! 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

  

 



GREAT EXPECTATIONS and Great Retention! 
 

Several CAH undergraduate programs are outperforming the university norm of 
78.1% retention: 
 

• Acting - 100% 
• Art History and Visual Culture - 100% 
• Fashion Design and Technology - 87.8% 
• Dance - 86% 
• Cinema Arts - 85.4% 
• Philosophy and Religion - 85.4% 
• English - 82.3% 

• History - 81.2% 

• Political Science - 79.2% 
• Digital Marketing - 78.9% 

 

They like us! They really like us! 

Thank you for your service to our students! We know they appreciate YOU! 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

Our faculty and student workers 
are always happy to support the 
college and university at various 
events, promoting our top-of-mind 

 

 

 

 



brand and, of course, always 
recruiting. In all kinds of weather, 
we're all here together--for you.  
 

Gooooo, Lions! 
 

 

  

 
 

 

  

 

Alpha Lambda Delta 
Taking students from first-year to career! 

 

 

 

ALD offers first-year students the opportunity 
to dedicate themselves to ownership of their 

enhanced learning experiences.  
 

 

CAH values and offers exemplary and gifted 
students the possibility to start strong, stay 

strong, and end strong.  
 

 
 

 

  

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Performing Arts Student Accomplishments 
 

• Minami Kikuchi (BA-Dance 2024) will join the faculty at Urbanity Dance 
Company in Boston, MA. She is also recipient of the Rhode Island Women’s 
Choreography Project, a highly selective three-week choreography residency for 
six selected emerging choreographers.  

• Hannah Hopkins (BFA-Dance 2024) will move to Milwaukee, WI to join 
Waterstreet Dance Company as a paid apprentice.  

• Ashley DeVincent (BFA-Dance 2024) will continue her academic journey at 
Creighton University in the Doctorate of Physical Therapy program with the aim 
to specialize in providing physical therapy services tailored to the distinctive 
needs of performing artists. 

• Delainey Bailey (BFA-Dance 2024) has earned acceptance into The Big Muddy 
Dance Company’s trainee program, an esteemed year-long experience designed 
for pre-professional dancers of exceptional talent. 

• Maeli McMahen (BFA-Dance 2027) and Julia Van Kalker (BFA-Dance 2027) 
have been accepted into Hot Crowd Dance Intensive this summer in Chicago, IL. 

• Alicia Orr (BFA-Dance 2024) will return to Six Flags St. Louis for the third year 
in a row. She will join the production of Miss Kitty’s Saloon Show! 

• Alyssa Hakan (BFA-Dance 2027) will be a featured singer/dancer in Texas 
Outdoor Musical. 

• Matthew Hinkle (Music Business 2024) will pursue his Master of Music at 
Mizzou with a full scholarship and stipend as a Graduate Teaching Assistant in 
Percussion and Recording Engineering.  

• Alyssa Harry (Music Education 2024) has been hired as a High School Band 
director in California, Missouri.  

 

 
 

 

  

 



Israel Study Abroad 

Dr. Marcus Smith (History) and Rev. Dr. 
Nichole Torbitzky (Religion) took 12 
students to Israel in May 2023. They 
studied “Jews, Romans, and the Birth of 
Christianity” with a first-hand look at 
how history and religion intersect in the 
land where Christianity began. The 
pictures feature the whole group in the 
Tel Aviv airport and then holding the 
Lindenwood flag with the gold topped 
Dome of the Rock in the back. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Mane Media Productions Stats 

Our Mane Media Productions Team provided 
high-quality experiences to students for that 
hands-on differentiator to jumpstart their 
careers. Here is a sample of what MMP 
accomplished this year: 

• 86 Broadcasts, including 32 
Football & Basketball games & 
54 Olympic Sports 

• 58 OVC sports broadcasts 
• 23 Optimal ESPN four-camera 

broadcasts (not including 32 
required for Football and 
Basketball) 

 

 
 

 

  

 



Best Graphic Design Ranking 

The College of Arts and Humanities’s online 
Graphic Design program was ranked No. 1 in 
TechGuide’s 2024 list of Best Online Bachelor’s 
degree programs! The recognition highlights the 
excellence of the graphic design emphasis and 
Lindenwood’s unwavering commitment and 
dedication to providing the highest quality of 
education to its students. TechGuide’s ranking 
process involved a thorough evaluation, 
considering various factors such as tuition, 
student-to-faculty ratio, admission and 
graduation rates, and alumni success. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

HONORS ACADEMY CORDING CEREMONY 
 

 

 



The Honors Academy, led by Dr. Justine Pas, continues to offer exceptional 
students a place to flourish. Academy student Honors Ambassadors help lead 
recruiting efforts, such as at Mane Event and Future Lion Day, speaking to 
prospective students directly about their enhanced educational experiences--and 
they also retain and have fun!  
 

Honors Academy graduates earn the highest honor at graduation that Lindenwood 
awards--and proudly get to wear distinctive purple cords! 
 

Let's celebrate these amazing students who have succeeded in their Honors 
journeys! 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Best Fashion Program on the Planet 

The Spring 24 Fashion Show was a fantastic 
experience with about 700 guests--more than 
double last year! We also were invited to Plaza 
Frontenac and wowed the crowd there! 
 
Our Fall and Spring shows are incredible recruiting 
events, not only for fashion, but for the university 
as well, to show off our amazingly talented 
students and beautiful facilities. 
 
With all these opportunities for our students, it's 
no wonder that fashion is destined to be the best 
program on the planet! 

 

 
 

 

  

 

AMPLIFYING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT & INVOLVEMENT 
 

 



Madi Nelson and Edward Hansford 
were elected Homecoming Royalty! Madi is 
an active star in various theatre productions, 
the latest being Ordinary Days. Edward 
graduated in December and is getting his 
Master of Professional Studies in Political 
Management degree from George 
Washington University. Here's to great 
futures for you both! You've always been royal 
to us!  

 

  

 

 

 

Joshua Rodriguez is pursuing his MFA 
in Cinema and Media Arts. He has already 
won multiple awards for his film, Fortune 
Favors the Dead:  

• Emerging Filmmaker 
Award - Kansas City 
Filmfest 

• Best Film - Fault Line Film 
Festival 

• Best Directing & Best 
Performance - 537 Film 
Festival  

 
Congratulations! 

  

 

 



  

 
 

 

  

 

HONOR SOCIETIES 

Interested in excellence & camaraderie? Contact these sponsors! 
• Alpha Chi (All Disciplines; sponsor, Justine Pas)  
• Alpha Epsilon Rho (Communications Honor Society; sponsor, Chad 

Briesacher)  
• Alpha Lambda Delta (All Disciplines, Freshmen; sponsor, Ana 

Schnellmann; co-sponsor, Melissa Elmes; co-sponsor, Sue Edele)  
• Kappi Pi Kappa (International Art Honor Society; co-sponsors, James 

Hutson and Joe Weber)  
• Phi Alpha Theta (History; sponsor: Marcus Smith)  
• Phi Sigma Tau (Philosophy; sponsor, Joseph Steineger)  
• Pi Sigma Alpha (Political Science; sponsor: Barbara Hosto-Marti)  
• Sigma Tau Delta (English Honor Society; sponsor, Melissa Elmes)  
• Theta Alpha Kappa (Religion; sponsor, Nichole Torbitzky)  

  

 

 
 

 

  

 

ALUMNI FEATURE 



Greg Amsinger (Communications, 2001) is enjoying an 
incredible career on MLB.com and credits his training 
right here in St. Charles for helping to make him the 
stand-out he is today. He is definitely still a big man on 
campus, and we appreciate his loyalty to the college and 
great aspirational example that he sets for our students.  
 

Thanks, Greg, for all you do for us! We’re proud of you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

Lindenwood's Alpha Chi Wins Regional Leadership Elections 
 

 

 
Dr. Kathi Vosevich and Dr. Justine Pas were 
unanimously elected to President and Vice-
President, respectively, for Region IV. Their 
leadership has resulted in the fifth straight STAR 
chapter designation for Lindenwood's Missouri 
Chapter Pi, as well as earning the President's Cup, 
which is the national college honor society's highest 
award and first runner-up for this year.  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 



 
Dr. Gabriela Romero was distinguished with the 
2024 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Leadership Award 
in recognition of her contributions to diversity 
and inclusion at Lindenwood University. Dr. 
Romero has helped build strong ties with local 
Hispanic organizations and continues to engage in 
diversity initiatives across campus.   

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

We are pleased to announce that we 
will be offering a certificate and 
minor in Human-Centered AI, 
beginning in Fall 24.  
 

When we say we want to prepare 
students for any future, we mean it. 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
Dr. James Hutson has been recognized as a leader 
in education and featured on several covers for his 
expertise in AI.  
 

Congratulations, Dr. Hutson! We look forward to 
even more contributions! 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  



 

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and 
Belonging 
 

Our Alpha Chi students were so 
impacted by the painting "Ella Mae" by 
Cbabi Bayoc that they bought it--and 
donated it to the 75th anniversary 
celebration of KCLC. The students felt 
the painting showed the diversity and 
inclusivity of radio and music--and 
helped turn an event into a statement. 
Well done, students! Continue to make 
us proud with your impactful POWER 
skills! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

2024/25 Shows -- Plan to Attend! 

• Sondheim Tribute Review by Stephen Sondheim, October 2-5, 
2024  

• John Proctor Is the Villain by Kimberly Belflower, November 6-
9, 2024  

• Little Women: The Musical, Music by John Howland, Lyrics by 
Mindi Dickstein, and Book by Allan Knee, February 27-March 1, 
2025  

• Devised Theatre Piece by Faculty, Students, and Staff of 
Lindenwood Theatre Program, April 9-12, 2025  

 

 
 

 

  

 

Looking forward to  

even more fun ahead! 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

QUESTIONS? 

COMMENTS? 

 
Have more news? Have 

some feedback? Just 
respond to this email 
and share your great 

news for our next 
newsletter! 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

PREPARING FOR EVERY FUTURE. | MAKE YOUR OWN WAY. TELL YOUR OWN STORY. 
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