YRR
14
Dr, John L, Roesmer®
it Landisswsd c'_ﬂ‘?’) 1114 —

"Dr. Joln L. Roemer, president of Lindenwood College, was born
in wheelinz, uwest Virgzinis, hgy 2, 1865....John Roemer , father of br,
noemer was born in vermeny.september &, 1829, ard cmme to dAmerica
with his father when eight y.ars of aze...."

“After crossing the atlantic he first lived at Pittsbursgh,
Pennsylvania, suuvseguently removed to Ohio and later to West Virginia,
whe re for many yesrs he wats a leading dry goods merchanﬁ of Wheeling....

"On the 17th of February, 1865, he was married to sarah Ann
Donnell} who was of Scotch descent. L-};‘i“-ght& children were born to this
union, and Dr. Roemer, a brother G-ig/‘&-efg,égd sisters SarElFtHrer=J.- U
wenelb~Thoman), are now living,

"The early educstion of Dr. Roemer waa ascquired in the fifth
ward school of his native cify, after which he attemied the Linsly
Institute, a military school chJr boys, at VWheelinr.,  He had the zood
fortune of having to "work his way': throurh colleze and becane ac-
quainted with the wnys of the business warld. At ore time he was
assistant to the circuit court clerk of Ohio county. ILater he becams
a bookkeeper for the .merican Insurance Comwny. During his sumner
vacations he wsas en :szed by insurance companies and manufsctu ring
plants to look after special accounts and their adjustrents, and
returred to the University of west Virginia in the f21l with enough
monsy saved up to pay his expenses for the s‘chool year., Befaras
going to the western Yheolozical Seminary, after completing his uni-
versity course, he becawe the private secretary of ithe zentleman who

* A reprint fmallan article published in Walter B. 8&éevens', Centemmial
History of Missourl. Vol. IV. p. b&.




later becane his father-in-law. Upon completion of his first yesr
at the theolosical seminary he spent four months asmong the cowboys
of the dest es a Bunday school missionary. The three years of
seminary work finissed, he became pastor for a shp{ﬂ tiﬂmﬁ&ﬁ‘ the
Fairview Presbyterian Church at Thomas, Pennsylvunia, * miles
out of Pittsburgh. He next went to Clevelsnd, Ohio, &8s pastor of
the new congregation known as the 3outh church, and later he went
to the o0ld and fashionable ¥irst church of Chillicothe, Ohio.
Called to the Tyler Place Presbyterimm church of St. Louis, Missouri,
he ministered to the young charch for over nine ysars and witnessed
its devclopment imo orne of the largest s=nd most sctive congregations
of 5t. Louis. iihile pastor of the Tyler Place church, the presidency
of the Lindenwood College was offered him. Reluctant at first to
enter g new field of labor, upon the eamnest solicitations of the
late Dr. Samuel J. Hiccolls and Colonel and Mrs. James Gay Butler,
he accepted tihe position and entersed upon the work May 12, 1914....
"On June 2, 1882, Ir. Roemer wag united in marriage to Miss
Lillie Pickenpsauzh, daughter of Thronton Pickenpaugh, of Morgantown,
iest Virginia, a leading dry good® merchant in that city for forty-
five years. He was g public-spirited man, interested in various
pursuits, including the cultivation of timber lands and faming.
Por twenty-five years he was the president::of the c¢ity school board,
His was Nicholas Fickenpaugh, who was born in Morgantown,
wWest Virginia, and his father came from Germany, whero his family
had long been prominent. ie died Aumast 18, 1902. Mrs. Roemer's
mother was Mary Frances wagner, who departed this life In 1919.
She was a natiwve of llorzamtown, West Virginia, and her father
was Williem wagner, .a'native of Shierpah®to wmi," Pennsylvania.’

sold¥er. in theé Revolutionary-. army: and starved.. 10 death'.as a priséner.
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John Wagner, the first American member of the family, came from
Wales. He was the father of William wWagner, who for many yesrs
was a caShier of the First Nationel Bank of Morgantown, where

he was a prominent and influential citizen. His wife was lLydie
Dunstan Waegner, whose grandfather, John vwaterhouse, w;as a soldier
in the hsevolutionary #rmny and starved to death as a prisoner on an
snzlish men-of-war.

"John L Roemer takes sn active interest in the social
amenities of life, belongingz to the Missouwri Athletic Association
of 5t. Louis, the Uniwversity Club, the Sunset Club of Chillicothe,
Ohio, and numerous social and scientific assoel ations. Hé has
memoership in sllsworth Lodjize, No, 505, A.F. & A. M. , of Cleveland,
Ohio; Hillmen Chapter, Bo. 166, R.A.M., of Clevelsnd, Ohip; and
Ohio Consistory Lo. 8 of Chillicothe., He is slso a member of the
United States Chamber of Commerce and the Missouri Historical
Society,

"Of the four who consecrai:ed themselves in 1914 to s greater
Lindenvood--br., Hiccolis, Colonel and Mrs, Butler and Dr., Roeier--
wot one remains. To Dr. Roemer is committed the responsibility of
bringing to fruition the dreams of those who gzave themselves and
their means tnét the great southwest ‘should have a colleze for
younz women equal to the best in the c.ountry. The college property
and endowment are now valued at over éﬁ!:;v million dllars. To
Mrs. Hoemer her husbarnd pays the highest tribute for his success,
#iving themselves 1n the trying hours of the history of Linmdenwood,
they expect vhen their work nere is finished to have realiged to
gome gmall degree at least the dresms and hopes of all the noble
ones who since the beginning of the collese have looked forward to

a greaster Linmenwood. Throughout Dr., Roemer's whole life, whatever



his hand kas found to do, in his of fical duties or in any other
sphere, he has dore with his might snd with a deep sense of
conscientious obligation. Well versed in learningz and with a
deep knowledge of human nature and the springs of human comiuct,
together with a stronz mentslity, an invine ible couragé gnd deter-~
mined individuality, he has become 8 ngtural leader and a tescher

and director of opiniom,"
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