


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































after the Indians have gone to the Hunt, and to expire in April
when they Return during which | will do myself the honor to
wait upon you at the Office of Indian Trade, if you think proper
to desire it.

Some family concerns of a nature very interesting to me,
require my presence at Natchitoches™ for a Short time and my
health Requires Some Respite from confinement.

Although this indulgence would be particularly gratetul to
me, yet | would not by any means Request it unless it can be
granted with perfect convenience to the Service.

I am Setting out tomorrow on an excursion for a Short time to
visit our Red Neighbors the Kansas and Pawnees, to endeavor ’
to form Some commercial arrangements to extend to those
Tribes the advantages intended for them in this establishment. In I
this, General Clark favors me with his approbation and friendly
assistance, and | am in hope | Shall be able to open a free trade
with those Peaple. '

| have a quantity of Furs, Peltries &c. to the amount of about
$5000 in Readiness for the market which Mr. Rawlings will ,
dispatch to St. Louis by the first opportunity.

Except Some unimportant movements of the Osages, and
Some fighting they have lately had with the loways, all appears J|
to be well with our Indian concerns in this quarter. r |

I am very Respectfully &c.

G i.J' |

'8 *Family concerns™ in Natchitoches would have involved his father, Dr.
John Sibley (1757-1837), who was Indian Agent for the Orleans Territory 1
from 1805 to 1814. The Sibleys moved to Fayetteville, North Carolina, where "'
John stared the Fayetteville Gazefte. His first wife Elizabeth died in 1790; he [
married Mary White Winslow in November 1791.
Apparently the marriage wasn't a complete success, since Dr. Sibley (
moved to Natchitoches (in present-day western Louisiana) without her in '
1802. His correspondence with Thomas Jefferson about the Red River and w
the peoples living there was among the first eyewitness accounts of the '
Louisiana Purchase written by Americans. He probably knew John Robinson
(Deputy Indian Agent at Fort Osage) since Spanish officials delivered Zebulon |
Pike's party, which included Robinson, to Natchitoches in 1807 after capturing
the group and marching them from Santa Fe to Chihuahua. Father and son "
may have run into each other again, since Dr. Sibley was part of Stephen H.
Long's expedition, which stopped at Fort Osage in the summer of 1819. |
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Friday 11™

Rainy Morning. Mr. Audrain called to tell me that he had lost two more
of his Horses, and had Reasons to Suppose they were taken by Some of
the Osages who left here on the 9". He Said he thought those people had
taken the two others also and Requested me to make Some enquiry when
I overtook the Osages. | cannot for a moment Suppose the Little Osages
took any of those Horses. If they are Stolen, it is by Some other people.

Friday May 11", 1811

It having cleared off a little at 2 O'Clock, we Set out from Fort Osage.
Party consists of the following persons Vizt. G. C. Sibley, James Henderson
Hostler and waiter, Gabriel Lorr Osage Interpreter, Sansoreille chief warrior
of the Litte Osages, Little Fire and Cow-tail two warriors of the L. Osage
who go as Hunters and Scouts. Besides the above there are two other
Osages in company who are going to join the Village. My cavalry consists
of 4 Horses, one apiece for Servant, Interpreter and Self, and one to pack,
all fat and in good health and Spirits. Baggage—2 Small packs of Goods
for Indian presents (Amount $100) weighing each 25 Ibs. and about 550
tbs. of clothing, ammunition, and Provisions. The Indians are all afoot.

July 11*
Returned to Fort Osage, having completed my tour much to my
Satistaction and without any material accident.

July 13, 1811

Settled all accounts with James Henderson and paid him in full to this day.
Hired James Henderson to cook and wait at $18 per Month to commence
tomorrow.

17|h
William Wells arbitrarily imprisoned by Lt. Brownson.

20!]1

closed my public accounts under this date.

Fort Osage July 22" 1811
General William Clark
St. Louis

Dr. Sir,

I Returned from my tour on the 11" Inst. having been exactly
two months out, during which time I Saw all the Kansas,
Pawnees, Arkansas Osages, Little Osages and nearly all the
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Big Osages. The Kansas and Pawnees I saw at their Towns, the
Osages at their Several hunting Camps beyond the Arkansaw.
They all Received me with great hospitality, and they all gave
me assurance (the most of them honest ones | believe of their
good will towards the U. States).

| succeeded in making a Peace between them the Pawnees
and Kansas, which may perhaps produce some good effects.
| assure you I have great hopes of the Konses'™ becoming one
of the best Tribes in your Agency, they must have Reformed
greatly, and are already as orderly as the Osages, much more
So than the Big Osages, and by far better Indians. | left one
Flag at the Konses and one flag and 6 Medals at the Pawnees.
The Medals | distributed among the most influential and best
disposecd'™ of the Several Tribes of Pawnees. [ have not time
now to give you as full detail of my proceedings at the Pawnees
and Konses as | intend to do. [ did not See the Ottoes, they had
left their Towns before I got to the Konses.

I used one of the flags you furnished me, out of your Agency,
but hope to be excused when | have told the circumstances.
Clermont'™ head chief of the Arkansaw Osages Received me
with the utmost hospitality, and himself, Big Track and indeed
the whole of his Tribe evinced Such Strong proofs of good
will towards the U.S. that | could not but feel much pleased
with them. Clermont apologized to me for not displaying the
U.S. flag, but fold me it was not his fault, for he had none™ |
happened to have one in my baggage, and Seeing his strong
desire to possess Some American badge, immediately had it
hoisted on his Lodge, and then left it, and must leave it for you
and Mr. Chouteau™ to Setile,

! was long ago aware that the Big Osages had expressed
Some unwillingness to abide by the Treaty, but I never doubted
but it was in consequence of false Representations made to
them by persons who perhaps have an interest in destroying the
Treaty. | accidentally learned Some Facts while at the Arkasaw
Osages, which confirmed me in this opinion—a proposal had
been made to Clermont and the principal Men of his Tribe, to
oppose the Treaty, but they Refused, and declared they would
observe it with good faith. If | mistake not, the Big Osage are
under the impression that they are to get no annuity —at all
events, the U.S. must not be trifted with in this business any
longer.

I embraced the opportunity while | was out, to visit and
examine the famous Salines beyond the Arkansaw.

The Grand Saline is at least 30 miles in circumference, and
is a perfectly level plane, covered in dry hot weather from 2
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to 6 Inches deep with a beautiful clean white Salt, of a quality
Rather Superior | think to the imported brown Salt.

The Rock Saline is on a Smaller Scale being not more than
about 500 Acres in extent. it is also a level flat Surrounded by
very high Hills formed chiefly of Gypsum of various qualities
and flint and Red clay from the bases of these Hills, issue
many Springs of Salt Water, which spreading Slowly over the
flat is converted by the action of the Sun to hard Salt, which
is more or less abundant according to the weather, a long
continuance of very hot, dry weather, produces a Solid Mass
of Salt from 5 to 12 inches thick covering an Hundred acres,
very much Resembling a large Pond or water covered with
Rough ice. There are Several Springs, which Rise within the
flat, around which the Salt forms in Such Solid Masses as to
defy the heaviest Storms of Rain, however often Repeated. at
one of these Springs | hewed out a piece of Salt 16 inches thick,
then dug about a foot below the Surface of the ground, and
Still found an almost Solid Mass of Salt. An Indian Seeing me
digging, laughing asked me if | expected to dig to the bottom.

I 'am induced to believe there is a Solid Rock of Salt of Vast
extent near the Surface here. At present | cannot give more
Sketches of these truly great curiosities of nature when | shall
have revised my notes, perhaps | may Resume the Subject in
Some future letter.™

You will Receive this, by Mr. Rawlings who will make a
Short Stay in St. Louis. | beg leave to Refer you to him for other
particulars. By his Return | hope to hear from you.

I beg leave to tender my Compliments Respectfully to Mrs. C.
and to assure you of my Sincere esteem.

G. C. Sibley
'BKansas.

'® Typically, someone like Sibley would designate the highest chiefs, on the

assumption that they knew the internal hierarchy of the tribe. These six may

or may not have been particularly influential” although they were probably the |
friendliest to Sibley.

1% Clermont |1 (d. 1828) was son of the Great Osage peace chief of the same
name. When his father died in 1796, Clermont Il figured on inheriting the post.
Instead the Chouteaus engineered the succession from Clermont | to their
friend and cohort Pawhuska (White Hair). Clermont left the Great Osage over
it and maved in with the Arkansas Osages (sometimes called the Cheniers),
which had splintered and moved south and west, sharing its leadership with
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Cashesegra, or Big Track. The Chouteaus wanted the Arkansas band brought
back into the Osage fold, since they controlled the Great Osage through White
Hair, who became something of a puppet for Chouteau interests until his death
in 1810.

Clermont stood as an ardent opponent of cooperation with whites and
allowing them to move into Osage territory; he dealt severely with traders,
trappers, or settlers found on Osage land. Itis of little wonder that the
Arkansas Osage had such a confusing relationship with the United States.
The Chouteaus convinced territorial governor James Wilkinson that the
Arkansas Osage were renegades who had to be confrolled, orchestrating a
ban on trade with them starting in 1805. Meantime, the Office of Indian Trade
was apening a new trade factory in the region under William Treat; when
Clermont and others arrived at the factory, Treat refused to trade because of
the Wilkinson ban. Soon thereafter, war secretary Henry Dearborn granted
an exclusive license to Morgan and Bright of New Orleans to frade with the
Arkansas band, giving the partners exclusive access to interior trade with
them. When Dearborn rescinded the Wilkinson order in 1806, he opened
a floodgate of traders into the region, including the Chouteaus. Governor
Meriwether Lewis tried to control the group, who he considered hostile, to the
point that Clermont |l boycotted the 1808 treaty councils (first with William
Clark in September, then with Pierre Chouteau in November), and continued
to be cantankerous to work with. He agreed to an amended treaty in 1809,
but never confirmed the cession of any Osage land. Clermont and Big Track
maintained their village around present-day Claremore, Oklahoma (northeast
of Tulsa), but found increasing problems. As more tribes moved into today's
Oklahoma, competition with neighbors grew stiffer, especially with the
Cherokee, who outnumbered and regularly harassed the Cheniers. (Rowe,
“Clermont I1,” in Dictionary of Missour Biography, 196-197; Rolling, The
Osage, 196, 207-220.)

1% Clermont tried to trade his Spanish flag, a gift from his former colonial
overlord, for an American one, but federal officials declined, which did nothing
to help the already difficult relationship with the Arkansas Osage.

7 Pierre Chouteau, who was the Indian agent for the Osage.
1 This level of detail bespeaks the value of a large salt reserve In the interior

of the country. Salt was a valuable commodity that was essential as a food
preservative.

Wednesday 24"
Sent Mr. Rawlings'™® to St. Louis with public dispatches &c. Mr. Ira Cottle
went with him.

"% |saac Rawlings (see above).




This Osage woman and child, credited as being the wife and child of Clermont I1, was portraved by
George Catlin. (Used by permission, State Historical Society of Missouri, Colunibia)

Saturday 27"

M. Bradbury & Mr. Brackenridge arrived this Morning in 2 Barges of

the St. Louis Fur Company'™ in 40 days from the Recaras™ where they
left Mr. Hunt & party preparing for an overland journey to the Columbia
River, purchasing Horses from the Recaras for that purpose. Mr. Bradbury
Related that Some indications had been discovered of a design of a
number of Mr. Hunt’s Men to desert. Mr. B. saw Mr. Reuben Lewis'™ at
the Mandans in May, who was in good health & proposed to descend the
River to St. Louis in September. Mr. Bradbury has been extremely diligent
and active in his botanical pursuits, having collected upwards of 1500 new
plants &c. more than a thousand of which he has yet in a vegetative State
in Boxes &c.'?

'™ More commonly called the Missouri Fur Company; the barges were on their
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way back from the Mandan villages.

7 Arikaras. Most recently, the tribe had caused trouble. When the United
States sent a group under the command of Lieut. Nathaniel Pryor (@ member
of the Corps of Discovery) to return the Mandan Chief Sheheke to his home,
the Arikaras refused to let them pass, attacked and killed several. George
Shannon, a fellow veteran of the Corps, was wounded badly, resulting in
having his leg amputated in St. Louis.

7 See above.

173 For more on Bradbury’s botanical collecting, see above.

Wednesday 7" August
It is very Sickly at this place. | was attacked to day with ague & fever.™

1% |n the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, “ague and fever” was
something of a catch-all term for a variety of diseases such as malaria or
leptaspirosis, often marked by a fever with fits of feeling alternately hot and
cold.

Thursday 8"

Took an emietic this morning. Just at Sundown the Public Boat arrived,
having on board Capt. Clemson & family &c.

Friday 9™

In the evening Mr. Rawlings arrived from St. Louis. Letters Received by him

1 from S. H. Sibley dated 3™ June 11

1 from Supt. of Indian Trade dated T July
1 from Same dated 2" July

1 from General Clark dated 30" July

1 from Same dated 371* July

1 from R. H. Price dated 30" July

1 from J. G. Comegys dated 31 July

and Washington papers up to 6" July.
Saturday 10" August 1811

Received a letter to day from R. H. Price dated 17" June, enclosing Sundry
Accounts to collect. | had another fit of the ague yesterday.
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Tuesday 13"
William Wells was Released from confinement this evening. | missed my
Ague to day and hope it has entirely left me.

Sunday 18"
Sent by Mr. Z. Woods'™ ta day a packet of Letters under cover to General
Clark care of Col. Kibby'™ St. Charles. Letters in the packet

1 to Dr. John H. Robinson Kaskaskia

1 to General Clark

1 to Mr. R. H. Price

I to Mr. J. G. Comegys

! to Supt. of Indian Trade, for copies of all which See Letter Book.

17 Zadock Woods (see above).

' Timothy Kibby (d. 1813) apparently moved to St. Louis some time after
18085, when he was actively recruited by James Wilkinson to participate In the
Aaron Burr conspiracy. In his affidavit of July 6, 1807, Kibby tells of several
very secretive meetings with Wilkinson in which the general told him of Burr’s
“enterprising” nature and that an attack on Spanish Mexico from New Orleans
was Imminent. Wilkinson was offering him officer's rank, Kibby said, under the
general command of Wilkinson himself. Kibby also leslified that Wilkinson told
him that Zebulon Pike was, in fact, going to Santa Fe to secure it as part of
this plan. Kibby reiterated several times, he said, that he was “ready to march
to any place provided it was for the honor and benefit of my country. . . . at this
he appeared some what surprised and from that time he appeared to be more
reserved in his conversation and less desirous of seeing me.”

Kibby most likely knew other leaders in St. Louis in the first decade of the
nineteenth century, since a number of them (such as William Clark, Benjamin
Howard, and the Wilkinsons) had also served under General Anthony Wayne
in warfare against Native American fribes in the Ohio Valley. Kibby servedina
group called "Kibby's Spies,” named for his cousin Ephraim Kibby. His military
experience came in handy in the new territory as well. Rumors circulated that
Napoleon had declared war on the United States (untrue, as it turned out);
Secretary of War Henry Dearborn authorized enlisting almost 400 men in the
territory to defend it. When Governor Meriwether Lewis received word in late
November of 1808, he ordered leaders in the six districts to organize men for
companies of infantry and riflemen. Besides remaining "in readiness,” Lewis
instructed Kibby, Daniel Morgan Boone and James Morrison (all militia field
officers) to build as many stockades and blockhouses as they thought they
would need to defend the riverfront hamlet in early 1809.

When the War of 1812 started some three years later, Territorial Governor
Benjamin Howard ordered Kibby to again call out and organize a group of
St. Charles militia known as Col. Kibby’s Rangers to patrol the area between
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the Missouri and Salt rivers; Nathan Boone (Daniel Morgan Boone's younger
brother and pariner in the Boonslick salt-making operations) served under
Kibby. As a merchant, he was also a supplier for many of the men whom
Howard enlisted at the start of War of 1812, Howard told Secretary of War
William Eustis that the government needed to pay these men and the cost

of their supplies, unlike a few years previous when he had to put up his own
credit. Most of the men bought their own horses, arms and such from Colonel
Kibby. (Affidavit of Timothy Kibby, July 6, 1807, Terriforial Papers 14, 133-136;
Benjamin Howard to William Eustis, June 14, 1812, Temitorial Papers 14,

566; Billon, Annals of St. Louis in its Territorial Days, 137; Houck, A History

of Missouri from the Earliest Explorations and Settlements, vol. 2, 102, 392;
Hurt, Nathan Boone and the American Frontier, 78-79.)

Int this somewhat romanticized view of Fort Osage (in the Missouri State Capitol), Sibley throws
apen the doors of e Fort to connect the West with the United States and the gathered Osage.
(Courtesy, State Historical Society of Missouri, Colwmbia)

Fort Osage August 14" 1811
Dr. John H. Robinson
Kaskaskia

Dr. Sir,

Being in haste and Sickness, | forbear to comment on
the extraordinary character of the calumny contained in the
annexed “extract of a Letter from Captain E. B. Clemson to the
Secretary of War dated 20" July 1810" which | have recently
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Received from Washington in a private Letter from my friend
General Mason. You can Reflect on it at your leisure. So far
as | am implicated in the charges made in Capt. C Letter, an
explanation is Requested of me by General Mason, which | am
preparing to lay before him, and, you will Readily conceive
(much better than | can inform you) how anxious | must feel to
Refute this calumny with all possible dispatch. Whatever may
be the Real character of Capt. Clemson, whether good or bad, is
a matter of no moment in the present case; the honorable office
which he holds necessarily gives a fictitious importance to his
name, & Serves to conceal from the world his foibles and his
vices; and you have Seen how effectually it has been interposed
to Screen him from merited punishment.

I have to Request the favor of you to State fully and formally
in the form of a deposition what you know Relative to the
arrest of the two trading Boats alluded to in Capt. C’ Letter,
and get the Deposition properly authenticated. Although that |
affair is one of the few that has occurred at this place which |
assumed to myself Some credit for having taken an active part
in; yet | find it Somewhat difficult (it has been So long out of my
thoughts) to Recall to my memory the principal circumstances.
The following 1 believe are the most prominent, which | merely
Sketch to Serve you as a kind of glimmering light by which to
aid your Recollection of the affair.

1t. I have an imperfect idea that there was Some talk about ‘
the Boats before they arrived here among the Indians, and that

Paul™ was implicated in Some improper expression fo the ‘
Indians Respecting them, but of this | will not Say any thing

positive. You were in the way to hear and know this officially.

2d. The Boats arrived here Sometime in the month of

October 1809. They were owned by or in charge of Rubedoux
& Darion.™ One of them was destined to the Kansas, the other
| believe to Some tribe farther up the River. On the evening of
their arrival, there was Some Stir among the Osages indicating
a disposition to commit Some act of violence on them of which
you were apprised | believe by the owners. Probably the Osages
insisted on Seeing their licenses.

3d. | think it was after Supper (I know it was dark and
Raining a little) that you and myself went down to the Boals,
having heard that the Indians were crowding about the —--27-
—-, and I believe you prevailed on them to disperse. The Chief
Nezumone and the Big Soldier appeared to be the Ring-leaders.
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4", | believe it was after we Returned from the Boats that
you and P. Lorr and myself were Standing on the Hill at Block-
House No. 5, So called, when Sansorielle joined us in great
perturbation, and lamented that his people were like to commit
Some act of violence on the Boats, observing particularly that
the Chief and Big Soldier were the Ringleaders.

| desired Sansorielle to exert himself to prevent his people
from committing any outrage on the Boats. | told him that they
were licensed by the Governor to go and trade above here,
and no one here had any Right to Stop them — that they were
American Citizens, and as Such looked upon them as my
Brothers, and considered it my duty to prevent the Osages from I
molesting them or their Boats. And | told him to go down and |
inform his People, that if they did molest the Boats, | Should
Shut them out of the Factory."™ On this Sansorielle went to the
Boats and did exert himself to prevail on the Chief and Big
Soldier to disperse the Indians, and give over their attempt.
They Remained peaceable that night.

5. The Boats Started the next day about ten O’Clock & a
number of Indians followed on the Shore, whether the Indians i
were armed or not at that time | know not as | did not See them,
in tact | was busy making up my public accounts and had not
time to attend to the Indians or their motions.

The Boats it appears were attempting to pass a Sand bar on
which they frequently grounded, the Indians Seeing this, waded
to them either for the purpose of assisting or insulting them,
and Some Scuffling ensued between the Boatmen and them,
in which one of the Indians Received a very Severe blow from
a Boatpole just as the Boat was disengaged from the Sand bar.

This exasperated the Rest of the Indians to Such a degree that |
they drove the Boats back, and followed them Running on the I
Shore.

It was then that | first Saw them, being called out by the
general alarm. | Saw a number of the Indians Running to their
lodges for their Guns, and Return to the River. They were in
great Rage. At this moment a Report was circulating that one I
of the Indians had been killed. Fearing for the Safety of the '
Boats & Crews, | went to the River, vou | believe with me,
the Boats had just landed when we got down & the Indians
collecting in great numbers on the landing. The Scene that
followed must still be fresh in your memory. It is impossible
for any person who witnessed that affair to doubt that your
very great exertions prevented the Indians from committing
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a Serious act of violence on the Boats in question, and in my
opinion prevented bloodshed.

6. After this affair, and after you had dispersed the Indians,
you and | went to their camp and found the principal Men
assembled at the lodge of the Big Soldier. | expressed fully my
opinion of the act they had just committed, and informed them
that for the present | Should Shut the factory against them. |
certainly did not conceal from them my displeasure.

7. Heretofore there had been no interference from the
Garrison except to place the Boats in view & in charge of one
of the Sentries. Capt. Clemson certainly knew every important
circumstance of this affair. He was looking on at the time you
and myself were Scuffling with the Indians. You expressed
Surprise that he did not lend Some aid to Repress the Indians.
Perhaps it was you, that he observed “Such affairs are common
& of no consequence” or words to that effect. I remember |
expressed indignation of Such a proceedings being Suffered to
pass under the eye of the Garrison.

8h. The next day you and | called on Capt. Clemson to
Request his interference in passing the Boats, and proposed
certain Steps to that end, which Capt. Clemson agreed to adopt
in Substance, and did | believe adopt this was the first of his
interference except pitting the Boats under guard for a Short
time as mentioned above.

After the Boats had at length passed, you were present at
my Room (it was after dark) when | had Some conversation
with Ne-zu-mo-me and Sansorielle, who were apologizing
for what their people had done, and begging me to permit
them to trade. Perhaps you may Recollect the tenor of my
observations to them.

9. On the whole, you know that So far from exciting
the Osages to Stop the Boats, | zealously exerted myself to
prevent them. It is probable that Rubedoux & Dorion may have
expressed to you some opinion as to the primary cause of the
conduct of the Osages, & the eventual cause of their passing.
If So, it will occur to you perhaps. | Still have a very faint
recollection that Paul was much censured for Some Report he
Spread among the Osages, relative to Some Boats that were
expected here. If you know of any agency Paul had in the
matter in question, you will be pleased to State it. And | must



also request the favor of you to dispose of what you know and
believe generally as to Paul’s general character. You will serve
me much Sir if you will recollect the circumstances of that
transaction as you remember them and State them fully and
clearly in the form of a deposition. | have also to beg of you
the favor to procure the most Respectable and unquestionable
testimony in your power as lo your own character & reputation;
I know this is a delicate Request, but it will afford me infinite
pleasure to have it in my power to defeat this calumny entire
both as it relates to you and myself that | have prevailed oh
myself to name it to you, and | hope you will comply. It is
impossible to Say what secret prejudices have been made
against you at Washington. Your Silence will give a Sanction to
them. I have heard you mention Mr. Meigs as your friend — you
ought to Rouse yourself, and procure the testimony of your
friends in your behalf, Seeing that your enemies not content
with the injury they have done your fortune are atternpting
Secretly to Ruin your character, it only wants an exertion to
defeat their purposes, & this you will permit me to Say you owe
to yourself, your friends & your enemies.

Should you think proper to favor me by a compliance
with these Requests, be pleased to enclose the depositions,
and testimonials of your own good name, to General Clark
at St. Louis, addressed and under Seal to me, with a Request
to General Clark to keep them till I call for them in person. |
expect to be in St. Louis Sometime in October next on my way
to the Seat of Government, having obtained a furlow from the
Superintendent. | propose to lay a full & complete refutation
to these charges before him, and Shall be much disappointed
if you do not put it in my power to vindicate your character
befare him and the Secretary of War. Forward these proofs by
mail to General Clark with all possible dispatch.

Very Respectfully
Your Most Obedient Servant
G. C. Sibley

1" Paul Loise, an interpreter particularly friendly to Chouteau concerns.
'™ Joseph Robidoux and Francois Dorion.

1" Withhalding trade was one of the strongest weapons trade factors had, and
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worked with some success with the Osage; Governor Meriwether Lewls used
this carrot-and-stick method to successfully bring the Osage into compliance
with federal wishes when he first became territorial governor.

Fort Osage August 15" 1811
General William Clark
St. Louis

Dr. Sir,

Your two favors of 30" and 31+ were duly handed me by Mr.
Rawlings. They found me Severely afflicted with a fever, from
which I am now thank God fast recovering.

| have Received directions from General Mason'® to furnish
to your order the Goods for the Osage Annuity for the year
1810; which | Suppose you have arranged to deliver through
Mr. Chouteau at the Same time he delivers that for 1871."%

I have heard nothing from the Osages Since | wrote you
last, except that the Big Osage had all Returned to their
Towns, & had Seized on a parcel of Merchandise left there
by the young Mr. Chouteau."™ Whether this Story be true or
false | will not undertake to Say. | am inclined to believe that
the payment of these two annuities at this time, will Silence
all objections the Osages may have had against the Treaty. It
will give them a very handsome Supply and will no doubt give
them the utmost Satisfaction.

I hope Mr. Chouteau will not fail to meet the Osages here
before the middle of September at farthest. I have particular
Reasons for wishing the annuities delivered by that time, it will
hasten their departures for the Hunt and operate very much
in their favor, and will put an end | hope to all doublts on the
Subject of the Treaty. If they are obliged to leave the Hunt to
come for their annuities they cannot bring their families and
many of the poorest among them will not be at all benefited by
the Annuity.

The Annuity ought to be delivered to the whole Tribe Men,
Women and Children, and then they will all be benefited.

If it is delivered only to the principal men, the distribution

will be partial and unsatisfactory to the bulk of the Indians. |
confidently expect Mr. Chouteau here very Soon now, and am
beginning to look out for the Osages.

| Shall be at St. Louis in October next if I am Spared “till
then. It will be impossible for me to go down Sooner | hear. |
Shall then have the pleasure to give you a full and Satisfactory
explanation of the calumnious charges alluded to in one of
your Letters. Having ever felt disposed to invite a Scrutiny of my
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conduct as a public Agent, | rejoice at the present opportunity
of proving haw Zealously | have labored for the public good.
I can now claim the meed of praise without the fear of being
charged with vanity.

Enclosed is a Letter for Dr. Robinson, which | have to
Request the favor of you to have forwarded to Kaskaskia
immediately by Mail.

You will excuse me I am Sure for Referring you to the two
Patrons of the Boats that were detained by the Osages. Their
names are | believe foseph Rubedoux & Francois Dorea.’ They
are now in St. Louis most probably but will have left there on
Some trading expedition before | can go down, therefore | Shall
lose the benefit of their testimony refative to the exertions of |
made to pass them by the Osages (which it is almost impossible
they can be ignorant of) unless you will have the goodness to
examine them. At any Rate, | Suppose Some of their Boatmen
may be found in St. Louis, whose testimony may be Relied on.

Indisposition has prevented my completing a Report (which
I have commenced) of my late tour to the Indian Country. |
Shall exert myself to Send it to you by Mr. Chouteau. It will
embrace the best description | am able to give of the famous
Salines beyond the Arkansaw and a brief account of the Indians
I Saw;, and probably a Rough Sketch of my Route. I Should be
unwilling for the hasty and perhaps imperfect Sketch | gave you
of the Grand Saline to meet the public eve. When | have revised
my Journal and drawn therefrom Such an account of those
Salines as will Satisfy myself, then | shall have no objection to
Show it to the Public.™

I remain Sir with Sincere Regard
Your Obedient Humble Servant
G. C. Sibley

18 John Mason, Superintendent of Indian Trade.

1% The annuities were annual payments made to Indian tribes like the Osages
for cession of lands in earlier treaties. According to the 1808 treaty, the Great
Osages were to receive $1,000 in goods each year, and the Little Osages
another $500. These annuities were paid in trade goods, not cash. See
“Introduction” above. Usually, the goods were purchased by the Office of
Indian Trade and shipped from a central warehouse in Georgetown, District
of Columbia. There are several possible explanations for the goods coming
from Chouteau instead. Fort Osage was one of the busiest trade factories in
the system, ranking among the highest in fur production, so it required more
goods. It was also one of the farthest from headquarters; shipping such a




quantity of goods such a distance when they were available in St. Louls was
far more costly. Clark was allied with the old-line merchant class in St. Louis
already, and was a partner of Chouteau's in the Missouri Fur Company, so
may have played a more active part in procuring the contract. This won't

be the last time the government fell behind in its annuity payments, either,
the Osages received nothing during the War of 1812. After the war, the
government paid its overdue annuities.

"2 Probably Auguste Pierre Chouteau (1786-1837), the son of Pierre
Chouteau. A West Point graduate, Chouteau resigned from the army in 1807
to follow his father and uncle in the fur business. He was part of the lli-fated
1807 expedition up the Missouri to return Chief Sheheke to the Mandans and
establish a trading operation with them. He joined his father two years later
on the same errand. He represented the Missouri Fur Company on a jouney
to the upper Missouri River in 1810; after his return to St. Louis, he never
ventured to the upper Missouri again. His father procured for him his only
government appointment, as sub-Agent to the Osage, but he soon resigned
since It made his lucrative trade with the tribe illegal. Chouteau had a series
of financial disasters starting in 1815, when he and partner Jules DeMun
traveled the Arkansas River to the Rockies to trade with new tribes, but were
captured by Spanish officials who kept their goods, imprisoned them in Santa
Fe for some 48 days, and sent them home penniless. The same partners
started a St. Louis store on a loan from Chouteau’s brother Pierre, Jr., which
went bankrupt. He received a two-year license to lrade with the Osage and
Kickapoo on the Arkansas River in 1822, he moved there, leaving his family
(including wife and children) behind, and never retumed. (Lecompte, “Auguste
Pierre Chouteau,” in Dictionary of Missouri Biography, 170-172.)

'8 Joseph Robidoux and Francois Dorion.

'® The report was never published during Sibley's life. (Jones, Prairie Puritan,
87.)

Fort Osage August 16™ 1811
Mr. R. H. Price
St. Louis

My Dr. Sir,

Your two letters of 17 June & 30™ July are before me. | have
exchanged Cottle’s Note for Mr. Audrain’s to the Same Amount
payable at the next payment of the Troops here agreeably to
your desire. But | think it prudent to keep the note till another
better opportunity offers to Send it to you. As to the papers you
Sent me by Capt. Clemson, | am Sorry to Say | do not believe
you will ever get a Cent on any of them except Lorr’s & not on
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that soon or without a good deal of disputation. Although Lorr
is as honest a creature as God ever made yet he is as you know J
very ignorant and contentious about money matters. | have not ‘
vet mentioned Robinson’s account to him but Shall know in a |
Short time what can be done with him. As to the others, | had as "
leave have the Man in the Moon’s Note as theirs. None of the ‘
Gentlemen are here at this time.
You have no doubt Seen and Settled with Kingsley. | hope |
vou may not be able to get away from St. Louis before October,
for I Shall then be at St. Louis, and if possible will accompany |‘
vou to Baltimore. |
Cottle has Sold to Audrain, he has notified to Settle up his ‘|
business immediately, for that it was contemplated to order him
off and he has thought it prudent to Sell all his Stock on a long ||
Credit at a great Sacrifice. What would Such a proceeding be |
thought of, where justice has a temple? |
In haste
vours truly & ever |
G. C. Sibley |

August 18" I'
A better copy offering | have thought it best to Send you Audrain’s Note. |
have broke the Seal to add this & enclose the Note. Sent by Zadock Wood
to St. Charles care of Colonel Kibby. The letter under cover to General
Clark St. Louis

Fort Osage August 16" 1811
M John G. Comegys
it Louis
Dr. Sir,
I have duly Received your favor of 31". | wondered from the
tenor of your letter of March 5" and from what | learned from
Mr. Hunt Respecting your Motions that you would certainly be
gone from St. Louis long ago. Else did you imagine | Should
have let Mr. Rawlings go down without my customary tribute of
a Letter for you?
I Shall be in St. Louis October next dead or alive, that is
without fail and Shall be much disappointed if I do not find
you there. Some official duties that | cannot possibly bend
or twist in any manner whatever forbid my going down '
Sooner. | wish you could make it convenient to come to Ft.
Osage (Mr. Rawlings tells me you Said Something about it). |
would undoubtedly accompany you back in October. By Mr. |
Chouteau, who is Soon expected here, | hope to Receive your
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promised favor, with my account current as mentioned in your
Letter. And by Mr. Chouteau’s Return, you may expect to hear
from me pretty fully. The present is a doubtful conveyance, and
I do not choose to indulge myself now in any tittle tattle with
vou lest it Should get lost on the way, and never Reach you, In
my late tour through the interior | Saw all the great wonders of
the West. | employ the most of my leisure hours to Swell my
notes, and making them intelligible for the eyes of my curious
friends. “Some of these days” | have no news to write you,
unless | Should bore you with Ft. Osage politics, which | am
Sensible you care very little about therefore | Shall Spare you.
Nothing has yet occurred particularly interesting to me, though
Some curious Scenes have lately been acted.

Yours truly and ever

G. C. Sibley

Monday 19"
A Trading Boat passed to day for the Sioux. 10 Kansas arrived here
yesterday from their Village, to See a little Tallow for Powder &c.

Friday 23" August 1811

To day 4 Osages arrived from the Little Osage Village on the Nee Osho.'®
They Report among other things that a young Creole by name Legaire has
been killed by the Pawnee or Some other tribe living beyond the Arkansaw.
A Mr. Kyowan arrived in 7 days from St. Louis, Reports that Mr. Chouteau
is not coming here, that about 50 of the Big Osages are at St. Louis on
business with the Governor.™ The weather has been Remarkably cool the
last 5 or 6 days.

= The Neosho River is in southwestam Missouri and eastern Oklahoma.

% Governor Benjamin Howard (see above).

Saturday 24"

Mr. Sanguinett™ arrived this evening from the Mandans. He Says that
Mr. Lewis™ was only waiting for Mr. Henry™ who was Soon expected in,
& then they Should Set out for St. Louis. Mr. Cottle & Family are to go
down in this Boat. Mr. C. having Sold out all his Stock at this place, and
Resolved to Return to his former Residence near the Mississippi.™ Some
personal disputes over.

87 Charles Sanguinet came from a fur-trading family. Most likely this is the
one generally referred to as Charles Sanguinet, Sr., even though he shared his
father's name. After spending his early years going to school in New Orleans
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and running a “grocery business” (which, given the time, may have been a
sobriquet for a liquor-selling operation), Sanguinet returned to St. Louis to

enter the fur trade, later becoming a merchant, real estate developer and early
developer of the lead-mining industry around Galena, lllinois. (Hyde and Conard,
Encyclopedia of Early Missouri, vol. 4, 1984-1985.)

% Reuben Lewis.

18 Andrew Henry (c. 1775-1833) was a partner in the Missouri Fur Company at
this stage, having gained reasonable wealth from his lead mines around Ste.
Genevieve. He went on the 1809 expedition up the Missouri and stayed in the
wilderness for two years, including traveling to the Three Farks area where

the Blackfeet Indians offered hostile greetings (the Blackfeet were noted for
trying to keep white traders from advancing upriver). After his service in the
territorial militia in the War of 1812, Major Henry found himself in debt, left to
try unsuccessful efforts at mining and farming. He entered the fur business
again with William Henry Ashley (a former partner in lead mining), which led

to his proposing key innovations to Ashley that fundamentally transformed

the way the fur trade was conducted. Thanks to Henry the company focused
on trapping rather than trading with Native Americans, closed fortified trading
posts in the field and dealt with trappers as independent businessmen. In
short, he was the architect of the rendezvous system in the fur trade. Henry
left the business before Ashley and Henry could turn a profit, leaving him
destitute when he died in 1833. (Fuley, “Andrew Henry," in Dictionary of i
Missouri Biography, 396-397.) [

1% It is unknown whether Cottle returned to Mississippi or not; however, he
was living in St. Charles, Missouri, by 1818, and was sufficiently established
there to be elected to the territorial legislature.

Andrew Henry was amorny those who transformed the fir trade from the one Sibley knew info
the rendevous system, pictured here. (Lsed by permission, State Historical Saciety of Missouri,
Columbia)




Sunday August 25"
Wrote per Mr. Sanguinett to General Clark See Letter Book page 81.

General William Clark

St. Louis

Mr. Sanguinett

Fort Osage August 25th.1811.

Dr. Sir,

| beg leave to refer to my letter of the 15th Inst. which i
forwarded to St. Charles by a Safe hand & doubt not but it will
reach you duly. A Boat from above arrived here last evening
and is to depart this morning for St. Louis, which affords me an
opportunity to drop you a line in Haste. A Mr. Kayaway alias
Brazau arrived here this morning of the 23rd. in 7 days from
St. Louis, who informs that he saw Mr. Chouteau just before he
Started, who told him that he had declined coming to Ft. Osage.
He also Says that about 50 of the Big Osage were at St. Louis.
Having no reason to question the veracity of this Gentleman
and fearing that Something may have occurred to postpone the
delivery of the Osage annuities, | am induced to address you
this Letter principally for the purpose of urging the propriety of
delivering these annuities by the middle of September.

I have already informed the Superintendent of Indian Trade
that I can discharge the annuities for 1810 & 1811 of the
Factory, on the presumption that they will certainly be paid
early in September.™ So as to give me time to make out &
forward my order for 1812,"* which it is obvious | cannot well
do ‘till those annuities are paid, not knowing what articles will
be wanted for them. Now if the delivery of these annuities be
delayed ‘till it is too late for me to order more goods, | shall
not be able to pay them without very great inconvenience and
perhaps not at all, and in the case | presume no little confusion
will be created. You will observe that if the annuities are not
paid from this Factory, | shall not have to order more goods for
the next year and the Superintendent of Indian Trade Requires
that my orders Shall Reach him by the middle of October, to
allow ample time for him to lay in the Goods and Send them to
Pittsburgh'® early in the Spring. The present interruption of our
foreign commerce,™ will no doubt make it unusually difficult to
procure Indian Goads in our Atlantic Cities, & it will therefore
Require more time than usual to furnish the orders from the
different Trading Houses.
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The Superintendent of Indian Trade has instructed me
to use my best endeavors to obviate and remove whatever
dissatisfaction the operations of the Non intercourse Law may
cause occasion among the Indians in this quarter; it being
apprehended that the usual Supply of Canada Goods will be
Short this year,™ and that the Agents of the British Government
may use this imitation as a means to excite unfriendly
dispositions against the U.S. among the Indians."™ | beg leave to
Suggest this is another Strong motive for hastening the delivery
of the Osage annuities, as | am convinced they will be the
means of keeping the Osages quiet and firm in their attachment
to the U.S. particularly if they Receive them in time to answer
for their fall equipment.

You will at once See that these Remarks are offered Solely
with the view of preventing unnecessary confusion in my
business, and not by any means to interfere with the annuities
any further that they are connected at present with my duty.

Abaut Sixty families of the Little Osage will be here by the
10th of Sept. they are now about 100 miles South-Southwest
of this place on a considerable branch of the Arkansaw called
Ne,osho,"" where they are building their Town and intend to
Reside. Fear of the Mississippi Indians has driven them from this
vicinity.

I will be extremely thankful to you if you will Send me
a copy of the Law passed at the last Session of Congress
Respecting Indian Trading Houses.'™ | have heard that Some
material alterations have been made in the Law, & am anxious
to know them that | may not be groping in the dark.

If not already forwarded, | must beg of you to hasten on the
Goods for this Factory. | shall need the powder.

very Respectfully Sir
Your Obedient Humble Servant
G. C. Sibley

1 Sibley is offering to pay the annuities out of the stock of merchandise

already at Fort Osage, on the assumption that the government will either pay

for or replace them. Clearly, the Osage had been pressuring Sibley about

payment of the annuities and perhaps even threatening noncompliance with

other terms.

12 The Office of Indian Trade regulations required factors to order goods only

once year, if at all possible.
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' The fastest and cheapest way to transport goods west was by water, which
had made Pittsburgh a thriving inland port. The advent of the steamboat will
fuel this status.

' American tensions over British and French interference in ocean trade
had been on the rise. Jefferson responded to pirating and impressments of
sailors with the Non-Intercourse Act of 1807, which cut off trade with both
with disastrous economic impact. Macon's Bill No. 2 sought to open trade
with one or the other when it agreed 1o honor the rights of neutral powers on
the high seas. Napoleon Bonaparte made such a promise (with apparently
no infent of keeping it), and the Madison administration reopened trade with
France in early 1811, Great Britain, who was at war with France, responded
with a blockade of the New York harbor, which made Sibley's comment
about the “present interruption of our foreign commerce” seem like a gross
understatement. In June, 1812, the United States declared war on Britain.

"% 8t. Louis merchants routinely carried goods procured in Canada. This
was especially true of those involved in the fur trade, such as the Chouteaus;
they preferred sending the furs north to cooler storage climates than to New
Orleans, where they were more easily damaged from mold and such caused
by heat and humidity.

"% Sibley's instincts are good here; the British were using merchandise as

a means to get closer to the Indians. The War Department reported to the
House of Representatives in June 1812, “the supply of Indian goods . . .
distributed during the last year by the British agents, in Upper Canada, to the
Indian tribes, were more abundant than usual; and it is difficult to account for
this extraordinary liberality on any other ground than that of an intention to
attach the Indians fo the British cause, in the event of a war with the United
States.” The department conveyed Clark's 1809 letter with its report in which
he reported that “the British, who tell them that they pity them in their situation
with the Americans because the Americans had taken their lands and their
game; that they must join and send them off from their lands; they told the
savages that the Americans could not give them a blanket, nor any thing good
for their families.” (American State Papers, Indian Affairs, 1, 797, 799.)

"7 The reglon where the Neosho and Verdigris rivers converge with the
Arkansas was known as the Three Forks; the Arkansas Osage had lived in the
general area for some time. (Rollings, The Osage, 195.)

" The 1811 “material alteration” dealt with the way furs were sold by the
government. Previously, all furs purchased at Indian factories were to be
sold at public auction after a minimum of three weeks advance notice. This
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tumed out to be a cumbersome system, especially for the furs purchased at
remote factories, since fransporting them to a center where they might bring
the best price consumed money and time, and sometimes resulted in furs
being stolen or damaged along the way. Under the 1811 law, private sales
were now permitted, although most were still sold at public auction but with a
shorter public notice beforehand. This clause would have had no real impact
on Sibley, since St. Louls was a fur center anyway, and there would have been
no advantage for the govemment to sell them privately instead of at auction

in St. Louis. (Peake, A History of the United States Indian Factory System,
144-145.)

Friday 6" September
About 30 families of the Little Osages arrived this evening with Sansoreille
from the Nee-Osho the rest of his band are to be here in a few days.

Saturday 7™

This Morning Settled all accounts with James Henderson and paid him

$32.40 in Cash, being in full. About half past Ten, Henderson departed
for St. Louis (on his way to Pennsylvania) in a canoe with Several other

persons. Letters Sent by Henderson vizt.

I ta John Sibley (7 Sheets) dated 18" August & 6™ September
1 to Genl Clark, dated 4" and 7" September
I to Risdon H. Price dated 7" September

for copies of which See Letter book pages 25, 135, 159.

Ft. Osage September 7th, 1811
Mr. R. H. Price

St. Louis

per James Henderson

I have but one minute to enclose you the accounts you sent me
Some time ago for collection. Nothing can be done here with them I find.
| have annexed a Memo to Some Accounts for your information. It will be
utterly impossible for any one except the Doctor to adjust that account. |
have taken much pains to effect & Settlement but Lorr will not allow the
Account without the credits Specified in the Memo. Really | don’t know
what to think of the matter it is a knotty affair I shall probably write you
again soon.

Yours truly
GiES:
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Wednesday 11*

A boat owned by Sundry persons arrived to day from St. Louis, which place
they left about the 1" of August. This boat is going to the Pawnees &c. &

is owned by Rudedous, Papan &c.'® they have but a Small assortment of
Indian Goods.

1% The trading party headed by Joseph Robidoux.

Thursday September 12, 1811

To day | went down the River with two Hunters in a canoe as far as the
mouth of Fire Creek (which is about 6 1/2 miles) and Returned early in the
afternoon.

Friday 13"
Early arrived a Batteau from St. Louis with a Small assortment of
Merchandise for the Indian Trade above here.

After Breakrast, | took another trip up the River about 6 Miles to the mouth
of Straw Cabin Creek.

Tuesday 17"
An Eclipse of the Sun to day about Noon. Another party of the little
Osages arrived to day from the Ne-osho.

Thursday 19'

To day a Soldier (By name Porter) was committed to his mother earth. He
died yesterday. This is the 2™ death that has occurred here, among the
whites, for 3 years. Porter was aged and infirm.

Friday 20" September 1811
Just at Sun Set arrived Mr. Auguste Chouteau from St. Louis in a Small
Barge. Letters Received

I from General Clark dated 31" August (Covering orders to pay the Osage
annuities &c. %
1 from Governor Howard dated 3 September covering Osage Treaty.™

See files.

Also Received from General Clark per Mr. Chouteau 3 packages of
Merchandise & 19 kegs Powder for the Factory, and 1 Pair of Pistols &
$165 in Cash. Mr. Chouteau reports that the Canoe which left here on the
7" containing Sundry persons, got upset about 20 miles below here and
that two of the persons in her (Mr. Smith’s wife and child) were drowned,
200
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and the baggage of the whole totally lost. Of course the letters &c. that |
Sent by James Henderson were all lost.

Mr. Chouteau has come here to assist in the payment and delivery of the
Osage annuities for 1810 and 18711.

% The Great Osage received $1,000 a year in trade goods and the Little
Osage received $500; apparently the goods were provided several times
during the year.

" This would have been the 1808 treaty negotiated by Chouteau, ratified by
the Senate in 1810.

Saturday 21* September 1811
This day | dispatched 2 Runners to the Osage River to call all the Osages
there to this place to Receive their annuities.

Tuesday 24"
This evening arrived the Chief and leading Men from the Osage Towns, in
compliance with my message on the 21*.

Wednesday 25"

After dinner | delivered in presence of Mr. Audrain & Mr. Chouteau,
Merchandise to the Amount of $1000 Cost to the Big Osages and to the
Amount of $50(F" Cost to the Little Osage, in full discharge of the annuity
due them from the U. S. for the year 1810.

2 The amounts set by both the Clark and Chouteau versions of the 1808
treaty.

Thursday 26™

This day | delivered in presence of Mr. Audrain and Mr. Chouteau,
Merchandise to the Amount of £1000 Cost to the Great Osage and to the
Amount of $500 Cost to the Little Osage, in full discharge of the annuity
due them from the United States for the year 1811, agreeably to the 5
Article of the Treaty between the U. S. and the Osages.

As the band of Osages Residing on the Arkansaw was not Represented, |
prevailed on the Chiefs and head Men of the Big Osages who were present
to preserve a due proportion of the two Annuities for that tribe, and they
left about half thereof (Say the value $1000 Cost for them). This they left
in my hands to be delivered on demand to the proper Representatives of
that tribe.
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Friday 27

This morning the Chiefs and head men of the Great & Little Osages Signed
Triplicate Receipts for the Merchandise delivered them yesterday & the

day before. | took occasion to make Some enquiries of them by desire of
Governor Howard Respecting the Mill, Block Houses® &c. but could obtain
from them no decisive answer to them. It appears though most probably
they would generally prefer to have those things at the Osage River Rather
than at this place. However they are divided on the Subject; and the wishes
of the band Residing on the Arkansaw (which constitutes a full half of the
Osages) is unknown. No doubt they would prefer that the Mill, Smith, &c.
Should be fixed in their Town. Perhaps a Strict compliance with the Treaty
would be best after all. For the 3 Tribes will hardly ever agree to any one
place, and it would be useless to fix those things in their Villages, where it
would be impossible for them to be kept in Repair without Some person was
kept there for the purpose &c. &c. &c. &e.

%5 A mill, blockhouse and blacksmithing operation were all among the services
the United States was to provide, according to the 1808 treaty. Since they still
had not been constructed, the government was trying ta determine the best
location for them, for they would service both the Great and Little Osage.

Saturday 28"

Mr. Chauteat Started to day for St. Louis with him went Mr. BisselP* and
Mr. £ Audrain. By Mr. Chouteau | Sent a Trunk and Package to address
of General Clark. The Trunk contains Some Clothes &c. the Packet,
Sundry Letters Vizt. 1 to Governor Howard, 1 to Supt. of Indian Trade,

1 to General Clark, 1 to Mr. Price, 1 to Mr. Comegys, 1 to John Sibley,
which were all written in Haste and copies kept of only the one to Supt.
Indian Trade.

# Lewis Bissell (see above).

Sunday 29'
To day, all the Osages departed, for the Winter Hunt, leaving us at Fort
Osage in peace and quiet.



Tools for Teachers:
Using This Book in the Classroom

By Jann Rudd Weitzel

The journals of George Sibley offer history teachers an
extraordinary opportunity to engage students in historical
thinking. Reading Sibley’s words and taking into account
the times, places, peoples, and events of the early 1800's
allow students to ask real questions and gather evidence to
answer those questions. The National Standards for History,
Part One, Chapter Two states that “well-written historical
narratives are interpretative, revealing conditions, changes,
and consequences, and explaining why things happened
as they did. Following such narratives, and analyzing
the events they describe and the explanations they offer,
promote important skills in historical thinking.”

The National Council for Social Studies recognizes ten
thematic strands in social studies. Each of the ten strands
are quoted below and study options, based on the Sibley
Journals, are suggested.

1) Culture
Social Studies programs should include experiences
that provide for the study of culture and cultural diversity.

Create of list of the different Indian tribes with
which Sibley made contact during his years at Fort
Osage. Choose one of the tribes and through outside
research, compare Sibley’s encounters with that tribe
with what history tell us about them. For instance,
on October 10, 1808, Sibley details the need to “Shut
the Store” against a tribe of Kansas Indians because
of their “insolent and violent conduct.” Compare his
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experience with the accounts of others who dealt with
the Kansas Indians.

Sibley makes reference to “Smok[ing] the Pipe of
Peace together” with “Chiefs & Warriors of the Big &
Little Osages & the Kansas” in his Sept 27, 1808 entry.
Research this practice and explain the meaning of this
event.

Compare the living conditions of the Indians
with that of the United States officials at Fort Osage.
Conduct additional research and describe in journal
form a typical month in the life of an Osage Indian
man or woman. Compare that to a month from
Sibley’s journal.

Choose an event from Sibley’s journals and write
that event from the point of view of an Indian. How
might the situation be the same or different through
his/her eyes?

Review Sibley’s letters dated January 28, March 1
and May 4, 1811. Summarize his request to purchase
a “Negro boy Boch.” Conceptualize this event based
on historical fact.

2) Time, Continuity and Change
Social studies programs should include experiences
that provide for the study of the ways human beings view
themselves in and over time.

Discuss the purpose of journaling. Why did George
Sibley keep his journal? For whom and why did he write
it? What do we learn about Sibley as a man, as an explorer,
as a friend to the Osage Indians? Examine the use of factual
account versus his own personal feelings. Explain which is
more prevalent and explain why you think this is so.
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Imagine that you have kept a journal for the
past 3 years. What would readers of your words
learn about you? If your journal was discovered
two hundred years after you wrote it, what types of
information might the reader learn about where and
how you lived?

Review Sibley’s journals and explain, either in
writing or through a series of drawings, how the lives
of the Indians changed from 1808 to 1811. Would
these changes have happened regardless of the
influences of the white man? What positive changes
occurred due to the presence of the United States
government in the area of Fort Osage? What negative
outcomes occurred?

3) People, Places, and Environments
Social studies programs should include experiences
that provide for the study of people, places, and
environments.

Using Sibley’s words, chart his journey from
Pittsburgh to Fort Osage. Design a map that depicts the
locations of land and water locations mentioned by Sibley.
Identify the dates when Sibley and his party either landed or
passed each site.

Create a 3-dimentional topographical map
representing the travels of George Sibley to Fort Osage.

Create a 3-dimentional model of Fort Osage and the
Indian villages that surrounded it.

Read the entry from Friday, July 29, 1808. Imagine
that you were a newspaper reporter who witnessed this
scene. Write a story for your paper.

or




Imagine that you are an artist traveling with Sibley to
record his experiences. Depict in a drawing what occurred
on July 29%.

On Saturday, September 3, 1808, Sibley writes, “Capt.
Clemson, Mr. Lewis & myself took two Men & a Canoe
and went the River about 3 miles to a Bluff, which on
examination, we all think a fine Spot for the Fort.” Consider
the needs of the men who were to live at Fort Osage.
Explain what “a fine Spot for the Fort” might be.

Look for and identify large time gaps in the
journals. For instance, Sibley does not write an entry
between December 31, 1808 and March 13, 1809. What
factors might account for this lack of entries during such a
long period of time?

Make a list of the land and water locations
mentioned by Sibley during his trip to Fort Osage.
Categorize the names based on their possible
derivations. Included might be “names of famous
people,” “physical descriptions of the locations” or
“references to European locations.”

Investigate the geographical locations of the
various Indian tribes mentioned by Sibley. What
characteristics of the land and surrounding area
would the Indians have looked for when choosing a
location for their villages?

4) Individual Development and Identify
Social studies programs should include experiences
that provide for the study of individual development and
identity.

Throughout Sibley’s journals, he references the
Big Hunt which took place yearly. What was this? Who
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participated? Who did not participate and why? How did
this event provide for the basic needs of the Osage Indians
during the rest of the year?

Reread the account of May 6, 1811. Describe in your
own words what took place and, based on the words of
George Sibley concerning the events leading up to this event,
theorize as to the cause of the viciousness of the attack.

Although Sibley did not specifically address the
religious practices of the Indians, research the belief systems
of one Indian tribe and find instances in the journals that
reference those beliefs and practices.

5) Individuals, Groups, and Institutions
Social studies programs should include experiences
that provide for the study of interactions among
individuals, groups, and institutions.

The United States governunent had an effect on the
lives of the Osage Indians. What types of effects, both
positive and negative, did the government have on the lives
and livelihoods of the Indians?

6) Power, Authority and Governance
Social studies programs should include experiences
that provide for the study of how people create and change
structures of power, authority, and governance.

In his September 14 and 15, 1808 entries, Sibley
describes the signing of a treaty with the Osage Indians.
Using both Sibley’s words and information obtained
through outside research, write and produce a play
depicting this event.

Discuss the effect that language had on the
interactions with the Indians being mindful that the treaties
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were written in English, a language that the Indians neither
spoke nor read. Find entries from Sibley journals that
concern the use of the written or spoken word and discuss
whether the situation might have been different if a common
language had been available. What if any advantage did the
white man have over the Indians in these situations?

Examine the relationship between the officials of
the United States and the Indian tribes. For what did the
Indians rely on the white man? Was this a situation desired
by either side? Explain the feelings and actions of the Indian
nations based on the loss of land, wild life, and personal
integrity. Examine Sibley’s words and deeds and explain
why he was viewed as a friend to the Osage Indians.

Discuss the power structure the existed at Fort Osage.
Who was in power and over whom?

7) Production, Distribution, and Consumption
Social studies programs should include experiences
that provide for the study of how people organize for
the production, distribution, and consumption of goods
and services.

Create a list of the food products mentioned by
Sibley in his journals and research the food preservation
techniques used in the early 1800’s. Create a “how-to”
manual for both the preservation and preparation of
foods common to this time and location.

Throughout his journals, Sibley mentions the
types of items he traded to the Indians. Discuss
the items and why the Indians wanted those items.
Consider items in various categories, such as weapons;
farming equipment; food, tobacco, and alcohol; and
personal items such as blankets and cloth.



Create a list of the types of pelts traded by the
Indians to Sibley. Research the use and importance
of these pelts. Compare the items that the Indians
received in trade for the different types of pelts and
develop a theory as to the relative importance of each
variety of animal.

8) Science, Technology, and Society
Social studies programs should include experiences
that provide for the study of relationships among science,
technology, and society.

After creating a map of Sibley’s travels from
Pittsburgh to Fort Osage and identifying the date on which
he arrived at each location, determine that rate at which he
was able to travel, whether by land or water. Approximately
how many miles per day did he travel from May 26, 1808,
until September 2, 1808?

List the various types of boats discussed in
Sibley’s journals. Research the vessels and describe the
appearance and use of each in written form and then
create a scale drawing comparing and contrasting the
boats. Among the types of water vessels might be canoes,
keel boats, and barges.

Research the weather patterns during the years Sibley
lived at Fort Osage. Take into consideration the population
of the area and the physical characteristics of the land. Also
consider the lack of modern conveniences such as electricity,
running water, and heat. Describe what it might have been
like to live in this environment.
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9)

Find examples of journal entries that state
specific dates, times, and locations, such as Saturday,
June 11, 1808. Using the information given, determine
Sibley’s rate of travel. Compare that to a man
traveling the same distance today.

Examine the entry from Tuesday, June 28.
Sibley describes Cincinnati as a “flourishing town
contain[ing] about 400 Houses besides Several elegant
Public Buildings.” Using historical data concerned
with average family size in 1808, compute the size
of Cincinnati when Sibley visited to the city of
Cincinnati today. Propose theories as to the successful
growth of the city.

Discuss the various measurements used during
the early 1800's. For instance, consider a pack of
deerskins, a carrot of tobacco, the distance referred
to as within gunshot of a location, a barrel and a
bushel of corn, a head of cattle, a stock of hogs. What
do these measurements mean? What other types of
measurements were common in the early 1800's?

Research medical practices mentioned by Sibley
in his journal. Describe those practices and others
common at that time. Include the use of a “powerful
dose of salts” (November 10, 1810), how a gunshot
wound might have been treated (December 11, 1810),
the account of taking an emetic as a remedy for “ague
and fever” (August 8, 1811), and Sibley’s request for
“Gold Rings” for his ears to prevent his eyesight from
failing (Letter to Comegys dated January 8, 1811).

Global Connections
Social studies programs should include experiences that
provide for the study of global connections and interdependence.



Discuss the interdependence between the United
States and the Indians. On what did each depend on the
other? Find examples from Sibley’s journals to support
your assertions.

10) Civic Ideals and Practices
Social studies programs should include experiences
that provide for the study of the ideals, principles, and
practices of citizenship in a democratic republic.

Describe the rights and responsibilities of both
the Indians and the United States government in their

relationship at Fort Osage.

Give specific examples of the ways in which

George Sibley attempted to help the Osage Indians.

Were his efforts successful?
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