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Dr. Jolm Roerrer 
Bt. Oharle I!, Miaoourl 

Dear Sira 

1610 Rock Glen Avenue 
Glontlalo, California 

November 18 • 1924 

I wonder if' you ce.n imagine Llnda11V1ood.' o oupboarll boincr .l!.m.. or :rood 
on a Thanlalgiving Eve? Am. a number of young lsclleo thero,f'ar from their homes. 
Well, that was a taot e.J.ong in the •701. S01Mone oith8rforcot, o r  the matter 
wae mixed ttp norm wt:1• .But on Thanlmglvlng Eve a note waa brought down to the 

farm that,the sohool <mpboe.rd was bare. No monoy to �t 9., proper dlnrsr, also 
too late• More than ona farmer's wif'e an:'! farmer ooolmd and bakBd and el.a.ught­
ered and made it poooible r-crr tho dinner to be a. orod.lt. Tlle morning of 
Th1mkagiv1ng I renrunber tb,y began to oorm to our fb.rm wl th great basket■ of 
everything a farm used to haw. Our old fanily oarri&ee vm.a filled up to its 
top, only room left on tha front seat for the clriwr ,mi n 1:1mall exoited Jr...id.df. 
The sight or the faoe or tha lady in oharge m,.e well worth eaeing wlsn ehe saw 
what v.ae there. Thoee girl etndent■ had the dirmor of tl--e ir young lives, no 
doubt. We wen baok han9 in time for ours, I was worried, tearing there were 
not en01Jgh dramst1olm to go around. There wen some h.moua oookB down in that 
neok ot the wood.I, towards Alton; :bladk Walnnt• eto. I oouldn•t understand 
'Why the l� h&d to or, wmn fatlBr began to ourq the di:n.mr 1.n. !qt 1 t wu 
tht ku. to be had, Thnt wn.s tm eborte at 8 mile drivo I evor took, • tlle 
way home in a blinding enowstom. I know some of the tmetee11 tho�t 1 t was 
giving tlan too nmoh. It ooulcL--i•t be given often, but it was given at the 
right time, - that till8. The late Mr. Banmel Wa.teon helped rmmy tinna ill 
m821J wap. He WM oalle!l..!!_lose in money nmtteni, but ho (!ftva freely to L, 
1 knew Dr. Niooolla, Brookes anl_J}aJlse. TJ1tty used to drive a.orosa to our 
farm, st.¥ aJ.i night. Md ·w·-on· to st, Ohnrle e. 

Those dqs wo:m d�B of toil for alll noth:'-� to help a.long but two 
hands and :tai th 1n the oeihool, I an TerJ glad indeed it ls eo prosperous 
now. There were some trustees nnfrie1l!.ly to the eohool, a.lw,qe on the oppo­
site side of ite progres,; How· tm y ever got to be on the board, I do not 
know, but lt euooetded i1L spit e of thorn. T11tty wera d.1epleaee4 e.t the gener­
ous response to the calla regretmd th&t they did not know or all that feast 
until too l&te. But 1 do know that one or them went over n.e soon as he heard 
about 1 t and asked for some a one of the young ladle e �therod. UJ? 10me t2aat 
oruinbs QA a plate. with a napkin, and eervod it to him on ri big tnq. He was 
telling tho folks �bout 1 t - whew - "ffllBn' t ho me.di 

These are just e1da-11ghts on the ee.rly etru.ggln1. :ur. Samuel Watoon 
had the nam or being oloee, but wmnewr L. was in trouble h3 was al�s there 
with more .then hia ehn.ni. He d id not get hlo momy lou:nglne around t'eoa. etoroo 
md gioooeey 1Jtol"l3e. It baoame a regular habit anong oom;, of the tarmon, 
if one had a mtrplua or wae going to town with enwty wn.gon, to put in oomethinB 
for the sohools often they \'llOuld Wl.lm a apeolal trip for 1 t. I lrnow that ae 
long a■ we lived in Missouri - itB oupboard we.a not bDl."8 • Tlia.nksgiving n or 
Ohrietmna. It wae an ordinary thins for eone of the fP..:rroore to take th1neo,-

a l:&rrel ot flour• e8'Yor.al hnme; e. big barrel or apples, or po ta.toes or BU&J,r,

even nuts mre not rei'ueed, or loads of wood, be.eke to of em::;w. No one rn.leood 
aJ\V ot the thine,,, yat a load or H ootmted up whon tho l>e.nk aooount ,me low, 
or n11, - it tao bothr th!\n rloo t.\rnl molaanoo. It ws.n u.11t:hinltt\.ble tha.t a.ey o:r...e 



I 

should be Jru.ngcy or ml M oven om JMP-1. 

Thoee two fault-finding truntee■ tried th8 t:Hntlo of th.8 others, 
at t1.mel!I, fllld grrre le89 than any of t:ti&m, exc,ept th.lJ.t tlm1J 187'7, l simply 
eat down on my knee• in front of them until they fl"l'ffl '1'1llttt t:he others did. 
Oi18 , a r&la U on, he.d. it 1 n for rm eTe r af te nmrd•. I l'Tf\n e. eauo, , bad\f -
Dptll' kid~ those d~. The other one dlogrsoed h1mor,lf before he died in 
noq 'aaylmn. How long would your g1r1B etq on tt cHl3t ot rlc,e e.n<1 old 
Orleu.. molseeee, oornbread, nnd milk d1lutf:'d with v.'fll.oor? Tltn.t me the cUnner 
thoee glrle would hllve had. on 1'1at long-forgotten cln1'. 8omoone ha.d taken 
u:p a. load or wood &nd feed to the eohool o t:ook. Bttt I fr,lt ba.dJ.y that the 
la~ orled oV8r whet m bro~ht. 1 Celt that thlre ~e-~ r1omethlng m1es1ng or 
not quite right, but the older f'olke kMw vilJi• 'fl1flr.a loTOly, poaoerul 

days flN no more. lt has weathtrod the stormn n.1111 wlnrlf' of life. It 11 re­
oelTlng its Juet r9"'11U'd now. 

1 Bn tied hera to Oal1forn1a. 1 '70U1d ponnll>Jy b1J tm only ono 
at the 100th, ttat '71\8 et the rn .. but my tiOB o.ro ru.1 here. Non9 of thoee 
I knew &re there in flt. Oharlo a now, or but rew e.nyw,v. 1 run or another 
generation, yet I am gla.d to rrnet tln mw omR oom1n~ from tblre, to our 
Olttb. our na, a VAl'J great'.cy. I he.Te one advn.ntti.S'), I hn:vo knorm it lo~er 
th.an arr;y of tho otheroa but I wM thero only ono -hnlf-to:nn 1883• but I had 
studied all tho oookB my oloters hod uood. 

1 hope 1 hava not takBn too nn.t0h of your valunl1l1J tima, bat an 
impulse to reoall th!\t other long-Rg<> Thrulkng1v1ng prompt~d th1s lotter -
pouibly BO ye&rB tJJ'O• 

Yon, or who9ver 'l'tP.Y b8 guiding tho destiny of J. irnlomood, 
hnve JJ\Y' very best wll"heo, anl I am mu-e proud of llf1r 11\f'.r ,Y f:1.ne young wormn 
"1110 pMI through her doore. 

81.noaroly, 

P. s. J-unt•n au<.merition line flashol'l through MJ hotld, Why not 
eenrl out l\ oall ror tho 100th oelobration for earHMt lilt a ~1 h1st017 of L. 
frcrn He oldeot pnp1le? You mlf111,b g,gt Aomothlng worth-nhlle• put in book rorm. 
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