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1610 Rock Glsn Averme
Glendaln, California
November 18, 1924

Dr. Jolm Rosmer
8t. Charles, Missouri

Dear Sir:

I wonder if youm can imagine Lindsmwood's oupboard being barg of food
on & Thanlegiving Eve? And a number of young ladies thero,far from their homes,
Well, that was & faot along in the '70s. Someone either forgot, or the matter

was mixed up som® way. But on Thanimgiving Eve a note was brouglt down to the
farm that :the sohool oupboard was bare, Ko money to et s proper dinmer, also
too lates HMore than ons farmer's wife mndl farmsr oooked and bakesd and slaught-
oered and made 1t possible for tho dimmer to de & oredit. The morning of
Thanksgiving 1 rempmber thay bagan to come to ocur form with great baskets of
oeverything a farm uesd to have. Ouwr 0ld femily oarriare wes filled wup to its
top, only xoom left on the front seat for the driver and a emall exoited kiddy.
The sight of the fmce of the lady in oharge was well worth seeing wlen she saw
wvhat vas there., Those girl students had the dimmer of tie ir young lives, no
doubt., We were back ham in time for ours. I was worried, fearing there were
not enough drumstiols to go around. Thore were some famous o0ooks down in that
neck of the woods, towards Alton, Bladk Walmmt, ete. I ocounldn't nnderstand
why the lady had to ory when fatler began to osrry the dinmer in. JBut it was
the besg to be had, That was the shortest 8 mile drive I ever took, ~ ths

way home in & blinding snowstom. I Jmow some of the trustees thonght 1t was
giving them too much, It couldn't be given ofton, but it was given at the
right time, - that tim. The late Mr. Samusl Watson helped memy tims in
many weys. He was gplled close in money matters, but he gave freesly to L.

I xnew Dre Niccolla, Broolws and Ganse. They used to drive aoross to our
farm, stay all night ahd # on to St. Charles.

Those days were days of toll for allg nothing to help along but two
hands and faith in the aschool, I am very glad indeed it 18 80 prosperous
now. There wexe soma trmsbees mfriendly to the school, alweys on the oppo-
site side of 1ts progress. low tlmy ever got to be on the board, I do not
know, dbut 1t aucocseded in spite of them: They wore displeased &t the genor-
ous raspones to the oally regretted that they did not know of all that feast
until too late. But I do know that one of them went over as soon as he heard
about it and sslmd for somoj ome of the young ladies gathored up some toast
orumbg on a plate, with a napkin, and served it to him on a big tray. He was
telling tho folks about it ~ vhew - waen't ha madl

These are Just side-lights on the early struggleos. Mr. Samwel Watocon
had the nam of being slops, bt whenever L, was in trouble o was al 8 there
with more them his share, He d1d not get hin mongy lo™S1ing around feed storos
snd groeery stores. It becams a regular habit among nore of the farmors,
if one had a swrplus or was going to town with empty wagon, to put in esomething
for the sohoolj often they would make & epeoial trip for it. I lmow that as
long as wo lived in Missouri - its oupboard was not bare, Thanksgiving nor

Christmes. It was an ordinary thing for some of the fexrmors to 4., things,

a btarrel of flour, several hams, a big barrel of apples, or potatoes or swger,
even nuts wore not refnééd, or loads of wood, baskets of egre. Ko one missad
any of the things, yot a load of it oomnted up whon tho hank accomunt was low,

or nil, ~ it tven botter than rios and molasnng. It tan vnthinicmble that ary one
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should be hungry or miss aven ome maal,

Those two fault-finding trustees tried thea nmouls of the others,
at times, and gave less than any of them, except that time 1877, I simply
sat down on my Jnees in front of them until they gawe what the others did,
One, a ralation, had it in for ms ever afterwards. I was a paucy, badly -~
speilt kiddy those days. The other one dingraced himmnlf before he died in
soms ‘asylum, How long would your girls stay on a diot of rice and old
Orleans molasses, oornbread, md milk diluted with vater? That vas the dimmer
those girls would have had on that long-forgotten dey. fomaeone had telen
up & load of wood and feed to the school mtock, But I folt badly that the
lady oried over whet m brought. I felt that ther wer nomsthing missing or
not quite right, tut the older folks knew vy, Thore lovely, peomceful
days are no more. It has weathered the storms and windms of life. It is re-
golving its Just reward now.

I eam tled hers to Oalifornia. I would ponnlibly bs the only one
at the 100th, that was &t the fQth, but my ties am nall here. None of thoee
I inew are there in 3t, Charles now, or but few anyway. I am of another
generation, yet I am glad to mmet tho mew omes coming from there, to our
Olubs, Our apgps vary greatly. I have one advantege, I have known it longer
than any of the othersj but I was there only ono half-torm 1883, but I had
studied all ths books my siaters had ured,

I hope 1 have not talmn too muoh of your valvable time, but en
impulss to recall that other long-ago Thanksgiving yrorpted this letter -
possibly BO years ago.

Yon, or whosver mey be gulding the destiny of Lindawmwood,
have my very best wilshes, anl 1 am sure proud of ber mony £ine young women
who pass through hsr doors.

Mnoerely,

Hot for publication (sigwd) MNarpnrt E. Boal

P, S. Juat-a suggestion has flashed through my head, Why not
eend out a oall for the 100th celedbration for earliest hite of history of L.
from its oldest pupils? You might got something worth-while, ymt in book form,
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