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Mr. President, Members of the linerd of Directors and the Faculty of Lindenwood College,
Distinguished Guests, Alumnae shd Students of the College, Ladies end Gentlamen:

I sccept the honor of the prepidency of Lindenwood College with a pride which
I am sure you will pardon end & joy which I am equally sure will abide, Acquaintancs
with the grest resources of this Iinstitution, its history of a hundred and twenty-one
years, its splendid equipment, its staff of administrstive officers and teschers, and
its student body, cannot but tring pride to sn administrstive officer., The wermth of
the welcame Mrs, MeCluer snd I have received from the faculty end those with whom I
shiall be essociated in this work, from the community which is host to thia imstitution,
from alugnae throughout the nation, and from these stulents, cannot fail t© glve us much
happiness, and I accept this office with & lively sense of responsibility end pledge

you & devoted effort so to discharge that responsibility thet we may, working together,

W

renlize the splendid oprortwnity tefore Lindenwood College, : \H . M -
st f";

One hundred and tweniy-cne years ago today this institution was bomAin a *cyd":'bu

log cabin, Missourl had been but recently admitted to the Union end mueh of its land.\r' r
wes an unconquered wooded wilderness, VWhen Major end Mrs. Gasorge C. Sibley endowed
the collegs with land and modast fande they dared %o think of it as en institution of
natlional scopa. For the magnitude and courags of this vision friends of this college
muat aver be grateful. For more than a century there has been emphasized hars the value
of the liberal aducation of womsn, If we shell be true to our history we shall econ-
sarve here that libersl educstion which has been described as an Soutstanding homs of
onr cultural and moral valuss",

Perhaps our thinking ebout llberal educetion has been quickened by our exe-
parience in tha war through which we have just passed. We have made fresh discovery
of the indispenseble practical wvslus of aducation devoted to intsllectual life for its
own séke, We had realizad in s vegue sort of way that the convaniances of our modern
civilization were ths outgrowth of thesoreticel thinking - that Michael Farasdsy's research
in theoretieal physics made possible our radio., Then we found that our safety end our i
fresdom required that thousands know something of pure mathematics and theorstical
physies., TFor the practicsl task of defanding civilization we had need of libersl

sducation,



And we shall look to liberal educatlon for the further task of giving our
civilization the strength to endure and the quality warthy of permanence. Here again
ths training of youth in the mastery of ideas provides the understanding and the appre-
ciation of waluas vital to our democratic way of 1life, FPeople, not dictators, must
make the deeisiopnas of the future. Apprecistion of grest values and of eternal principles
must be developed in some messurs in countless minds if our decisions ars to be wise and
just, The immsasurable influance of women {n all areas of human life and the vital
importance of the roles which are theirs in the world community challengs us to provids
tham with a liberal education of tae highest order. 1In this brsve new day we dasre not bs
content with the old {des of a finishing school education for women designed to give them
p 2 sweet manners and good carriage as if they lived outside our world and hed come on &
wisit to decorats 1t. The curriculum in & college for women will enphui;a some studies
of peculiar interast %o its particulsr students, but the presence of women in the market
place and in the professions ’and their responsibilities as citize ’?f aur'nntinn udﬁ
our world as well as to our homes, lsad to the recognition of the fact that W vasic
jj,bcral #rts education is far women, as for men, of inenlothhla value,
It is with no dimunition of regard for tot;hnioal work thet I smphasize the
peculiar yalus of what we have callad the liberal arts. Good tires and high speed
do not leasen the need for good driviag, To overcome the confusion, inhumanity, and
destruction of our day we must rely on clear thinking, humans feeling, and exercised
good will, Here is the responsibllity of a lideral college, & responsibility that muat
be accepted one might say with "delight of battle™, for varied attacks on this 1libsral
tradition persist. For instance, it is said it requires too much time and the four
years should be shortened, but it is obvious that in the new day there will be more time
for thought and education just as surely as thers will be more need for it. And,
foolish as it mey seem to many of us, thers are those who hold thet young women who
have not settled upon a career other than marriage need make no affort to seek a
liberal education,as if a trained mind could be of no help to & woman in making a
home, or as if personalities with diseciplined minds, able to think logically and
coursgeously and sensitive to the meaning of our culture, will not be better citizens,

Surely the task of libersl sducation described by Ordway Tead as "education in the ways

of cooperative living, ecultural awareness, sclentific grasp, and moral enthusiasm"
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will be embraced at this institutlion with s zeal that shall assure us of an atmosphere
teaming with intellectual curiosity, alectrified by high purpose, where teacher and
taught enjoy glad fellowship and where young women may be come
Lords of an empire wide as Shakespeare's soul,
Sublime as Milton's immemorisl theme,
Rich as Chaucer's speech,
Fair as Spencer's dream,

Faith in this kind of education is not an esasy exercise of respect for tradition,
A vital pert of the tradition of liberal education is that it should not be static and
unchangiag but vital and living and free! Its adherents will not insist that all students
of the liberal arts shall take four years of Greek.

Nor is support of this kind of educstion vague and sentimsntal talk about a
better world, Liberasl sducation requires intelligent effort of a high order. It is
designed to develop disciplined minds and generous personalities, It is trus, as many
have said, thet our socisl tensions and world praoblems ars frequeatly the result of
ungsnerous attitudes and parochial emotions. It is also true that they are aggravated
by the activitises of people who lack knowledge of social nsad and who have limited
understanding of the faocts and forces thet enter into the marring or making of human life.
If genuine good will is to be properly implemented it will be directed by minds that
lcnmt.l Some knowledge of the languages and literature;of the human race, some under-
standing of psychology and philosophy and religion, of the natural and the social sciences,
of methematics and history, bring an appreciation of the nature and destiny of men not
to be acquired in any othar way.

1 / Liberal education addresses itself to the whole personality, It is mindful
\ of the fact that many of the major functions of 1life ars shared by all, One doss not
escaps ths reasponsibility of being an intalligsant votar by becoming a skilled enginser,
Helplessness and lack of imagination and insight before s problem of humen relations in
a locel community camnot be excused in the days ahead because one is the trained pilot of
an airplane,

In this adventurs in 1lBberal education in Lindenwood College we shall draw strength

from a sense of participatlion with many other instituvions devoted to these fdeals., We

shars with them reaponsibility for msking thae contribution of liberal sducation vital
throughout the entire nation; but we had best be on gusrd against an over-spscialization
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that will not allow us as well a partnership with vocational education and an amphasis on
those dise¢iplines which will prepare women for their special obligations in the community.
I am not thinking alone of the well-racognized velus of libsral aducstion as preparation
for vocational training, sucih as preparation for s medical school, nor of the neceasity
for greater effort to motivate students by leasding them to understand mors clearly the
relationship of the liberal arts to effective living. I am thinking of doing in several
arsas what we now do in the field of professional aducation., As we have prepared women
to receive certificates from the State Department of Education gualifying tham to teach in
the State of Missouri, so we may prepare them for social service work or for work as direc-
tors of religious education in our churches, or for careers in the field of fine arts,
All the students of & liberal arts college should teke certain coursss as the core of the
liberal curriculum during the four yeara of stuly; within certain limits, attention to
individual aptitudes,tos the peculiar respmsibiiitiaa of women,and to community needs,should
lead us to prepars some for definite vocsations, thus extending rather than imparing the
influence of the liberal traditionm,

The second great forecs in the tradition of Lindenwood College is in its purpose
to provide an education that is Christian. It is the child of the Presbyterian Church
and as a church college it seeks, with hundreds of other inatitutions, to prevent the
secularization of kmowledge., It was a wise editorial writemma declarad, "If the secular-
ization of knowledge continues it will ultimately wreck civilization,” ,J'-'I' pidely read
b cvard-Fano 51 Gepnede] vy >R EpoaSUETE boints out it Romén Catholic and

s3oma Protestant calleges hold to the conwiction thﬂj;ﬂhria fanity glves|meuning and
iltimate fnity to all parts of the eurrieultm,_'__btﬁ;’:g fcludes that "relfgion is not now

or most colleges & practicable source a'gftﬁ%pllétual unity.” The ajewer to this pessi-
flen i3 found in the forwsrd march of thSse institutions which are fife to daclars, "he

!bm’—"’//’—,

It is not argued that all education should be in the hands of the church, dbut it

o * e sl

is elesr that the chmreh related institutions may have 2 leavéning influence on all higher

education. The administrative officers and teachars in our church colleges heartily join
opL—

in the church's confession of faith in Christ as the of the world, This type of

institution ia in a peculiar sense & safeguard of democrscy. A free state and a fres

chureh ars alike dependent on a concoptian of God and of man found explicit in the



Christisn religion. The Christian college presentas to the nation and to the yoush with-
in its wa]!s a proper faith in the dignity of the individusl man and in his right to free-
dom, The individual's right to be free may be asserted in constitutions, but the secular
mind that £inds these constitutions the finel suthorlty for this right 1s in groass srror.
One's right to freedom is not establishad by his ability to win it by violence. This is
the authority on which tyranny relies, A man's right to fresdom is inalienable from the
person, a right given him by his Creator. It derives not from the strength of his raca
or hias nation but from his nature ss a erssturs of Gn‘d. Our day calls for a fresh under-
standing of the fact that political freedom is the fruit of Christianity and that the
authority for it is not in the might of man but in the mind of God.
\{ - In this connsction, too, it will be well ¢o state that the church college helps
Q'/So maintain fresdam in all of higher education in America, Our dual systam of education
is strengthened by the fact that publiely swported institutions muy tend to prevent
church colleges from becoming sectarian, doctrinal schools, On the other hand, the
very existence of the church related college, free to stand for Christian faith as the
basis for the cultivetion of the human conscience and free from any considerations of
politicel expediency, helps to keep the state supported institutions free from political
interference,

I should add, however, that church relationship, required Bible study and chapel
services, while of vital help in making an education Christian, do not of themselves
guarantee an education &f Christien character., A college is Christian as it seeks to

k14 & Christian community, In its search for truth it must be free and unhempered

by doctrinsl restraints or social groups representing any particular sconomic or

politicael viewpoint., A Christian ecommunity should be characterized by respect for the
integrity of the human mind, for the dignity of the individual humsn being, by faith in

the trustworthiness of Christian character, and by ablding faith in the future and in

the destiny of the humen race. The community will be pervaded by a spirit of friemdli-
ness and kindliness in all human relationships. Its staff members will have cmfidence .
in persons and ability to recognize the potential possibilities of “M :I:;’;uchor mw(‘
will regard any student as just enother listener but will th&n!"of"l_ur as the bearer of an

immortal soul, a ehild of G-od whose growth and development are entrusted for a little while

to this cmii’-c%l is mnot surpZutng that 4in 1nstitnuau that seek to be Chriatsan
fnu w1l % PR S



iarge responsibilities are given to students,

But the college is not to be a cloistered community unaware of the world about
it. Indood,both students and faculty have & large participation in the life of that
world. It seeks, however, in humility and sincerity, to develop in its community what
may be ipnadequately described as a Christian atmosphere,

The second characteristic of a Christien education is found in the recognition

1 8
of oneness of truth., It is & knowledge of truth, not acquaintance with verious truths,

LN
that brings freedom. The Seriptural stetement concerning the freeing power of truth
should be guoted in its entirety: "Abide in My Word and ye shall imow the truth and the
truth shall make you free". Segments of truth do not always free but may even enslave.
Any search for truth that neglects God 1s likely to lead to errar. Christian education
sesks to bring students t0 the freedom that comes from knowledge of the whole truth.
If it is true that God 1s the Creator and Ruler of the universe no study of the universe
is complete without acknowledgment of His sovereignty. If it is true that Christ frees
man and leads him to an sbundant 1ife no effort to develop character without awareness of
His friendship mey be fully successful. If 1t is true that She Sermen on the Mount gives
man the eternal principles through which social tensions may be resolved, no effort to
resolve them apart from these principles will bring peace.

I pledge you my loyalty, Mr, President, to these two grest traditions of Linden-
wood College, This is one of the few four-year colleges for women in this part of the
country. It has an unique opportunity. Surely its future will be worthy of its
history! The personal resourcefulness of the cultured woman, the vocational competence
that is the product of a broad basic tresining, the keen conséience of a good citizen and
the faith that "the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdoa" are the gosls of &its | S
educational program.

The spirit and tradition of this old and stately college shall be mainteined and
enlivened end intensified. With deep gratitude to all who have served the institution

through the years, snd with high hope and great joy I dedicste myself to this tesk snd to

mm.mm‘%//cff ;
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